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STATE OF NEW YORK

7334

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

April 10, 2025

Introduced by Sen. MARTINEZ -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Education

AN ACT to anmend chapter 18 of the |l aws of 2020 authorizing the comm s-
sioner of education to appoint a nonitor to oversee the Wandanch
union free school district and establishing the powers and duties of
such nonitor, in relation to the appointnment of a nonitor team and in
relati on to extending the provisions thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 of chapter 18 of the |aws
of 2020 authorizing the comi ssioner of education to appoint a nonitor
to oversee the Wandanch union free school district and establishing the
powers and duties of such nonitor, are anended to read as follows:

8 3. Appointrment of [&] monitor team [ oS

i i-ge] I n accordance with the powers and duties of the
board of regents and the conmissioner pursuant to subdivision 2 of
section 305 of the education |aw, section 308 of the education |law, and
section 215 of the education law, up to 2 nonitors shall be appointed by
and serve at the pleasure of the conmssioner to carry out the
provisions of this act including but not limted to providing oversight,
gui dance and techni cal assistance related to the educational, governance
and fiscal policies, practices, prograns and decisions of the school
district, the board of education and the superintendent.

1. The nonitor or nonitors, to the extent practicable, shall have
experience in [secheol—dist+rict—inances—and] one or nore of the follow
i ng areas:

(a) school district finances;

(b) elenentary and secondary educati on;

[83] (c) the operation of school districts in New York

[s5] (d) educating students with disabilities; and

[5] (e) educating English | anguage | earners.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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2. The [#eniter] nmonitors shall be [a&] non-voting ex-officio [pAerber]
nmenbers of the board of education. The [serite+r] nonitors shall be [ar
Fpdivddual] individuals who [+s] are not [a—+esi-dent—enployee] resi-
dents, enployees of the school district or [+elative] relatives of a
board nmenber of the school district at the tine of [his—er—he+r] their
appoi nt ment .

3. The reasonabl e and necessary expenses incurred by the nmonitor or
nonitors while performng |[his—eher] their official duties shall be
paid by the school district. Notw thstanding any other provision of |aw,
the nonitor or nmonitors shall be entitled to defense and i ndemification
by the school district to the sane extent as a school district enployee.

8 4. Meetings. 1. The nonitor or nonitors shall be entitled to attend
all nmeetings of the board, including executive sessions; provided howev-
er, such nonitor or nonitors shall not be considered for purposes of
establishing a quorum of the board. The school district shall fully
cooperate wth [the] any monitor or nonitors including, but not limted
to, providing such nonitor or nmonitors with access, within 48 hours of
such request from the nonitor or nonitors, to any necessary documents
and records of the district including access to electronic information
systenms, databases and pl anni ng documents, consistent with all applica-
ble state and federal statutes including, but not limted to, Famly
Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) (20 U.S.C 81232g) and section
2-d of the education law. The npnitor or nonitors shall provide a copy
of such request for any docunent or record to the board.

2. The board clerk shall provide the nonitor or nonitors with copies
of the board agenda and all resolutions and notions on such agenda for
each board neeting no later than 72 hours prior to such board neeting
If a proposed resolution or notion is for the purpose of approving a
contract or to conply wth state law or regulation and the date to
conply with such law or regulation is within 21 days of the board neet-
ing, the board clerk shall provide the nonitor or nonitors with copies
of the proposed resolution and proposed contract language at least 7
days prior to such neeting

3. In the event the nonitor or nonitors are not provided with copies
of proposed resolutions or notions 72 hours prior to a board neeting or
in the case of a proposed resolution or notion for the purpose of
approving a contract or to conply with state law or regulation, seven
days prior to the next board neeting, the nonitor or nobnitors nmay, at
their discretion. renpve an itemincluding board resolutions or notions,
except for resolutions or notions related to collective agreenents nego-
tiated in accordance with article 14 of the <civil service law, from
consideration by the board at such neeting. Upon the failure of the
board clerk to provide proposed resolutions or notions as required by
subdivision 2 of this subdivision and this subdivision, the nonitor or
nonitors shall provide notice of such failure to the board. An item
renoved fromconsideration by the npnitor or nonitors nay not be recon-
sidered by the board for a period of 10 days or the next board neeting;
whichever is later unless the nonitor or nonitors expressly authorizes
consideration at an earlier date.

The board, in consultation with the nonitor or nonitors, shall adopt a
conflict of interest policy that conplies with all existing applicable
laws, rules and regul ations that ensures its board nenbers and adm nis-
tration act in the school district's best interest and conply wth
applicable legal requirements. The conflict of interest policy shal
i nclude, but not be limted to:




OCoO~NOUIRWN P

S. 7334 3

(a) a definition of the circunmstances that constitute a conflict of
i nterest;

(b) procedures for disclosing a conflict of interest to the board,;

(c) arequirenment that the person with the conflict of interest not be
present at or participate in board deliberations or votes on the matter
giving rise to such conflict, provided that nothing in this subdivision
shall prohibit the board from requesting that the person with the
conflict of interest present information as background or answer ques-
tions at a board neeting prior to the commencenent of deliberations or
voting relating thereto;

(d) a prohibition against any attenpt by the person with the conflict
to influence inproperly the deliberation or voting on the matter giving
rise to such conflict; and

(e) a requirenment that the existence and resolution of the conflict be
docurmented in the board's records, including in the mnutes of any neet-
ing at which the conflict was di scussed or voted upon.

8§ 5. Public hearings. 1. The nonitor or nonitors shall schedule [tws]
three public hearings to be held within sixty days of [his—e+—her] their
appoi ntnment, which shall allow public conment fromthe district's resi-
dents, students, enployees, parents, board nenbers and adnini stration.

(a) The first hearing shall take public conment on existing statutory
and regulatory authority of the conmm ssioner, the departnment and the
board of regents regarding school district governance and intervention
under applicable state Iaw and regulations, including but not linmited
to, section 306 of the education | aw.

(b) The second hearing shall take public coment on the fiscal
performance of the district.

(c) The third hearing shall take public coment on the acadenic
performance of the district.

2. The board of education and the nonitor or nonitors shall consider

these public comrents when devel opi ng the [H-+raneial] long termstrate-
gic academ c and fiscal inprovenent plan under this act.
§ 6. [Fpanecial] Strategic academic and fiscal inprovenent plan. 1

] Mo

later than July first, tw thousand twenty-six, the board of education

working in collaboration with the nonitor or nonitors shall adopt a |ong
termstrategic acadenm c and fiscal inprovenent plan for the two thousand
twenty-six--two thousand twenty-seven and next four succeeding schoo

years. Beginning with the two thousand twenty-seven--two thousand twen-
ty-eight school vyear by Septenber first annually the board shall adopt
an updated plan. Such plan, including such annual revisions thereto,
shall be subnmitted to the conmi ssioner for approval and shall include a
set of goals with appropriate benchnmarks and neasurable objectives and
identify strategies to address areas where inprovenents are needed in
the district, including but not limted to its financial stability and
governance, acadenmic opportunities and outcones. education of students
with disabilities, education of English |anguage |earners, the educa-
tional, social and enptional welfare of public school students and shal
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ensure conpliance with all applicable state and federal [aws and regu-
| ati ons.

aet—] Such plan, including such annual revisions thereto, shall be
submtted to the conm ssioner for approval and shall include a set of
goals with appropriate benchnmarks and neasurable objectives and identify
strategies to address areas where inprovenents are needed in the
district, including but not linmted to its financial stability and
governance, acadenic opportunities and outcones, education of students
with disabilities, education of English |anguage |earners, the educa-
tional., social and enptional welfare of public school students and shal
ensure conpliance with all applicable state and federal |aws and regu-
| ati ons.

3. The board of education and nonitor or nonitors shall annually
conduct a public hearing on the long termstrategic acadenic and fisca
i nprovenent plan and shall consider the input of the comunity before
adopting or revising such plan. Such long termstrategic acadeni ¢ and
fiscal inprovenent plan shall also be made publicly available and shal
be annually submtted along with comments nade by the conmunity to the
conmmi ssioner for approval once the plan is finalized. Upon review of the
long termstrategic acadenmic and fiscal inprovenent plan, required to be
subm tted pursuant to this subdivision, the conm ssioner shall approve
or deny such plan in witing and, if denied. shall include the reasons
therefor. The board of education and nonitor or nonitors may resubmnit
such plan or plans with any needed nodifications thereto.

§ 7. Fiscal and operational oversight. During the effective period of
this act the conmi ssioner shall undertake an enhanced review of the
budget. 1. The board of education shall annually subnmt the schoo
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district's proposed budget for the next succeeding school year to the
monitor or nonitors no later than March first prior to the school

district's annual budget vote. The nonitor or nonitors shall review the
proposed budget

A

to ensure that it, to the greatest extent possible, is

consistent with the long termstrategic academic and fi scal i npr ovenent

pl an devel oped and adopted pursuant to this act. The nobnitor or nonitors
shall also review the proposed budget to ensure that it is bal anced

within the context of revenue and expenditure estimates and nandated
prograns. The nonitor or nonitors shall present [his—e+—her] their find-
ings to the board of education and the comr ssioner no |ater than
forty-five days prior to the date scheduled for the school district's
annual budget vote. The conmi ssioner shall require the board of educa-
tion to make anendnents to the proposed budget consistent wth any
reconmendati ons nmade by the nonitor or nonitors if the comm ssioner
determ nes such anendnents are necessary to conply with the [#H-wraneial]
long termstrategic acadenmic and fiscal inprovenent plan under this act.
The school district shall nmake available on the district's website: the
initial proposed budget, the monitor or nonitors' findings, and the
final proposed budget at |east seven days prior to the date of the
school district's budget hearing. In the event of a revote, the board of
education, in conjunction with the nonitor or nmonitors, shall develop
and submt the school district's proposed budget for the next succeeding
school year to the commr ssioner no |ater than seven days prior to the
budget hearing. The board of education shall provide the comr ssioner
with any information [he—s+she] such conm ssioner requests in order to
make a determination pursuant to this subdivision within three business
days of such request.

2. The district shall provide quarterly reports to the nonitor or
noni t ors and annual reports to the conm ssioner and board of regents on
the acadenic fiscal and operational status of the school district. In
addition, the nonitor or nonitors shall provide senm -annual reports to
the comm ssioner, board of regents, the governor, the tenporary presi-
dent of the senate, and the speaker of the assenbly on the acadenic
fiscal and operational status of the school district. Such sem -annual
report shall include all the contracts that the district entered into
t hroughout the year. Al reports shall be subject to review by the conp-
troller at the request of the comm ssioner.

3. The nmonitor or nonitors shall have the authority to di sapprove
travel outside the state paid for by the district.

4. The nmonitor or nonitors shall work with the district's shared deci -
sion-maki ng commttee as defined in 8 NYCRR Part 100.11 in devel oping
[ Hhe—Finaneial—plan-] and revising the long-termstrategi c acaden ¢ and
fiscal inprovenent plan, district goals, inplementation of district
priorities and budgetary reconmmendati ons.

5. The nonitor or nonitors shall assist in resolving any di sputes and
conflicts, including but not limted to, those between the superinten-
dent and the board of education and anong the nmenbers of the board of
educat i on.

6. The nonitor or nonitors may recommend, and the board shall consider
by vote of a resolution at the next schedul ed neeting of the board, cost
savi ng nmeasures including, but not linmted to, shared service agree-
ment s.
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8 8. The conm ssioner nay overrule any decision of the nonitor or
noni tors, except for decisions related to collective bargaining agree-
ments negotiated in accordance with article 14 of the civil service |aw,
if [he—e+—she] such conmi ssioner deens that [i] such decision is not
aligned with the [#H-wranelal] long termstrategic acadenm c and fisca
i nprovenent plan or the school district's budget or is contrary to state
law or regulation. If the conm ssioner overrules a decision of the noni-
tor or nonitors, the conm ssioner may direct the board to take correc-
tive action on such matter if it is necessary to conply with state | aw.
regulation or the long termstrategic academic and fiscal inprovenent
plan. In the event there is a disagreenent between the nonitors, the
comm ssioner may resolve such disagreenents and direct the nonitors to
take action as a result of such resolution.

8 9. The nonitor or nmonitors may notify the board and the comn ssi oner
in witing when [ he—er—she—deens] they deemthe district is violating an
element of the [Hranreial] long term strategic academ c and fisca
inprovenent plan [+R] or the district failed to provide the nonitor or
nonitors with requested docunents or records wthin the tinme frane
prescribed in subdivision two of section four of this act. Wthin twenty
days, the commissioner shall determine whether the district is in
violation of any of the elenents of the plan highlighted by the nonitor
or nmonitors and shall order the district to conply imrediately with the
plan and renmedy any such violation. The school district shall suspend
all actions related to the potential violation of the [#Hwareial] long
term strategic acadenmic and fiscal inprovenent plan until the comm s-
sioner issues a determination. Wthin seven days. the conm ssioner shal
determine if the district failed to conply with the docunent and record
provision set forth in subdivision one of section four of this act and
shall order the district to inrediately provide the nonitor or nonitors
with the requested docunents or records.

8§ 2. Section 13 of chapter 18 of the laws of 2020 authorizing the
conm ssioner of education in consultation with the conptroller to
appoint a nonitor to oversee the Wandanch union free school district
and establishing the powers and duties of such nmonitor, is anended to
read as foll ows:

8 13. This act shall take effect imrediately, provided however:

Section one of this act shall take effect on the sanme date as a chap-
ter of the laws of 2019, authorizing the conmm ssioner of education, in
consultation with the conptroller to appoint a nonitor to oversee the
Wandanch union free school district and establishing the powers and
duties of the nonitor, as proposed in legislative bills nunbers S.6588-A
and A 8422-A, takes effect.

Sections three through ten of this act shall expire and be deened
repeal ed June 30, [2625] 2030.

Section el even shall expire and be deened repeal ed June 30 of the |ast
fiscal year during which serial bonds or bonds issued to refund such
serial bonds that are outstandi ng pursuant to such section of this act,
provided that the superintendent of the Wandanch union free schoo
district shall notify the legislative bill drafting comm ssion upon such
occurrence in order that the conmm ssion may naintain an accurate and
timely effective data base of the official text of the laws of the state
of New York in furtherance of effectuating the provisions of section 44
of the legislative |law and section 70-b of the public officers |aw

Sections tw and twelve of this act shall expire and be deened
repeal ed June 30, 2049.
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8 3. This act shall take effect imediately; provided, however, that
the anendnents to chapter 18 of the I aws of 2020 authorizing the comm s-
sioner of education to appoint a nonitor to oversee the Wandanch union
free school district and establishing the powers and duties of such
moni tor, nmade by section one of this act shall not affect the expiration
of such chapter and shall expire and be deened repeal ed therewth.



