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STATE OF NEW YORK

673

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

(Prefil ed)
January 8, 2025

Introduced by Sen. MARTINEZ -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Social Services

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to establishing the
housi ng peopl e and ani nal s together grant program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The social services |aw is amended by addi ng a new section
45-aa to read as foll ows:

8 45-aa. Housing people and animals together grant programfor people
experiencing honelessness. 1. As wused in this section, the term
"co-sheltering"” refers to housing accommbdations that enable the coex-
istence of people and their conpanion aninals in a shelter setting.

2. There is hereby established a co-sheltering grant programto be
impl enented by the office of children and fanmily services and the office
of tenporary and disability assistance to aid in expanding access to
sheltered housing for people experiencing honel essness with conpanion
animals. The program shall provide funding to non-profit organizations
and nmunicipal shelters that provide housing to people experiencing hone-
| essness. The program shall be designed to support the inplenentation
and mmi ntenance of co-sheltering prograns that enable such population to
gain access to shelter with a conpanion aninal. Funding used to support
the program shall be subject to appropriation

3. Funds shall be distributed and nade avail able for expenditure under
this section. In determning funding for applicants under the grant
program the following criteria and goals nay be considered:

(a) The provision of veterinary services to provide essential nedical
care to animals housed onsite;

(b) The renovation of a facility to incorporate a kennel or other
needed infrastructural changes to safely house people experiencing hone-
| essness with conpani on ani nal s;

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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c) The training of staff and technical assistance related to applica-
ble health and hygi ene protocol, outreach and partnerships, best prac-
tices and policies; and

(d) The provision of food, supplies, and equipnent to accommobdate
animals in the shelter.

4. In establishing and operating the program a range of experts shal
be consulted including but not limted to, the division of housing and
community renewal, providers of housing accommbdati ons for people expe-

riencing honel essness, and any other related state agency, nunicipality
or _organi zati on.

8 2. The social services law is anended by adding a new section 459-bb
to read as foll ows:

8 459-bb. Housing people and aninmals together grant programfor
victinse of donestic violence. 1. As used in this section. the term
"co-sheltering”" refers to housing acconmpdations that enable the coex-
istence of people and their conpanion aninmals in a shelter setting.

2. There is hereby established a co-sheltering grant program to be
implenented by the office of children and famly services and the office
of tenporary and disability assistance to aid in expanding access to
sheltered housing for victinse of donestic violence wth conpanion
animals. The programshall provide funding to non-profit organizations
and nunicipal shelters that provide housing to victinse of donestic
violence or people experiencing honelessness. The programshall be

designed to support the inplenmentation and mai ntenance of co-sheltering

progranms that enable such populations to gain access to shelter with a
conpani on animal. Funding used to support the program shall be subj ect

to appropriation.

3. Funds shall be distributed and nade avail able for expenditure under
this section. In determning funding for applicants under the grant
program the following criteria and goals may be consi dered:

(a) The provision of veterinary services to provide essential nedical
care to animals housed onsite;

(b) The renovation of a facility to incorporate a kennel or other
needed infrastructural changes to safely house people experiencing hone-
| essness or victine of donestic violence with conpani on ani nal s;

(c) The training of staff and technical assistance related to applica-
ble health and hygi ene protocol, outreach and partnerships, best prac-
tices and policies; and

(d) The provision of food, supplies, and equipnent to acconmpdate
animals in the shelter.

4. 1n establishing and operating the program a range of experts shal
be consulted including but not limted to, the office for the prevention
of donestic violence, the division of housing and conmmunity renewal,
providers of housing acconmbdations for people experiencing honel ess-
ness., organizations serving the needs of victins of donestic violence,
and any other related state agency, nunicipality or organi zation.

§ 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have beconme a | aw.




