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STATE OF NEW YORK

6565

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 17, 2025

Introduced by Sen. LANZA -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Codes

AN ACT to anmend the penal law, in relation to arson in the first degree

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 150.20 of the penal |law, as anmended by chapter 950
of the laws of 1984, is anended to read as foll ows:
§ 150.20 Arson in the first degree

1. Apersonis guilty of arson in the first degree when [he] such
person intentionally danmages a building or notor vehicle by causing an
explosion or a fire and when (a) such explosion or fire is caused by or
accel erated by use of ignitable liquid or flanmable gas or an incendiary
device propelled, thrown [e+], placed or otherw se dispersed or distrib-
uted inside or near such building or notor vehicle; or when such expl o-
sion or fire is caused by an expl osive; or when such explosion or fire
either (i) causes serious physical injury to another person other than a
participant, or (ii) the explosion or fire was caused with the expecta-
tion or receipt of financial advantage or pecuniary profit by the actor;
and when (b) another person who is not a participant in the crime is
present in such building or notor vehicle at the tinme; and (c) the
def endant knows that fact or the circunstances are such as to render the
presence of such person therein a reasonable possibility.

2. As used in this section, "incendiary device" neans a |[breakable
Sohtai-her] devi ce desi gned to [explede—sor] produce uncontained
conmbustion | =5 H—RI—R-Rg bl-e—H-gH-d—ahd—haw a—Wi—C
of—a—siHtar—devi-ce—ecapable—of—beilng—ighi-ted] or used as a source of
ignition.

Arson in the first degree is a class A1 felony.

§ 2. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw.
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