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STATE OF NEW YORK

6375--A

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 12, 2025

Introduced by Sen. RIVERA -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Comittee on Health -- conmittee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted
to said committee

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to enacting the no
bl ank checks for mnedi cal debt act

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "no bl ank checks for nedical debt act".

§ 2. Section 18-c of the public health | aw, as added by section 4 of
part O of chapter 57 of the |aws of 2024, is amended to read as foll ows:

8§ 18-c. Separate patient consent for treatnent and paynent for health
care services. Inforned consent froma patient to provide any treatnent,
procedure, exam nation or other direct health care services shall be
obt ai ned separately fromsuch patient's consent to pay for the services.
Any consent for paynent shall be done utilizing a uniformformwhich
shall be developed by the superintendent of financial services in
conjunction wth the conmmssioner. The standardized patient liability
formshall prohibit the use of |anguage that requires patients to assune
an unlimted or unspecified anmount of financial liability beyond an
anmount specified in a good-faith estinmate of the maxi numtotal cost to
the patient. Any such formnot signed by a patient or their legal repre-
sentative shall be prohibited and unenforceable. Consent to pay for any
non- energency health care services by a patient shall not be given prior
to [the—patiept—receiH-ng—such—servi-ces—and—di-scussihg] providing wit-
ten docunentation of anticipated treatnent costs and cost-sharing obli-
gations; provided that such cost-sharing obligations are known to the
heal th care provider. For purposes of this section, "consent” neans an
action which: (a) clearly and conspicuously comunicates the individ-
ual's authorization of an act or practice; (b) is made in the absence of

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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any nechanismin the user interface that has the purpose or substantial
effect of obscuring, subverting, or inpairing decision-nmaking or choice

to obtain consent;

and (c) cannot be inferred fromi naction.

8 3. This act shall take effect inmmediately.



