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STATE OF NEW YORK

6329--A

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 10, 2025

Introduced by Sens. GOUNARDES, PALUMBO -- read tw ce and ordered print-
ed, and when printed to be comritted to the Conmittee on Hi gher Educa-
tion -- conmittee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as
amended and reconmitted to said committee

AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to the license require-
ments for the practice of respiratory therapy

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 2 of section 8504 of the education | aw, as
added by chapter 817 of the laws of 1992, is amended to read as foll ows:
2. Education: have received an education, including conpletion of an
approved associ ate degree programin respiratory therapy or in a program
determned by the departnent to be the equivalent. To continue to
mai ntain registration as a licensed respiratory therapist in New York

state, licensees nust subsequently attain, within six years of their
initial licensure as a respiratory therapist, a baccal aureate degr ee
or _hi gher in respiratory therapy, or in a programdeterm ned by the

departnent to be the equivalent. The departnent, in its discretion, may
issue a tenporary educational exenption to a licensee who is unable to
conplete the baccal aureate degree due to a |lack of access to educati onal
progranms. Licensees seeking a tenporary educational exenption shal

provide a copy of their application to tw different baccal aureate
prograns and the corresponding letters from both prograns that the
applicant is not accepted due to a limted nunber of seats available in
the program Tenporary educational exenptions issued pursuant to this
subdi vision shall be for a single three year period. The fee for such a
tenporary educational exenption shall be the sane as, and in addition
to, the fee for the triennial registration. Any licensee who isS nhoti -
fied of the denial of a registration for failure to conplete the addi-
tional educational requirenents and who practices as a licensed respir-

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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atory therapist without such registration nay be subject to disciplinary
proceedi hgs pursuant to section sixty-five hundred ten of this title;

§ 2. Section 8510 of the education |aw, as added by chapter 817 of the
| aws of 1992, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 8510. Requirenents for licensure as a respiratory therapy techni-
cian. 1. To qualify for a license as a respiratory therapy technician an
applicant shall fulfill the follow ng requirenents:

[2=] (a) Application: file an application with the departnent;

[2-] () Education: have received an education including conpletion of
hi gh school or its equivalent and have conpleted an approved one-year
certificate respiratory therapy education program or a program deter-
m ned equivalent, in accordance with the comnr ssioner's regul ations;

[3-] (c) Experience: have experience satisfactory to the board and in
accordance with the conmi ssioner's regul ations;

[4-] (d) Exam nation: pass an exami nation satisfactory to the board
and in accordance with the conm ssioner's regul ations;

[5~] (e) Age: be at |east eighteen years of age;

[6~] (f) Character: be of good noral character as deternmined by the
departnent; and

[+] (g) Fees: pay a fee of ninety dollars to the departnent for
admi ssion to a departnment conducted exanmination and for an initial
license; a fee of sixty dollars for each re-exam nation; a fee of fifty
dollars for an initial license for persons not requiring adm ssion to a
department conducted examination and a fee of ninety dollars for each
triennial registration period commencing on and after June first, nine-
teen hundred ninety-three.

2. All new applicants who satisfy the requirenents of this section may
receive an initial respiratory therapy technician license valid for a
single three year period. During or after this initial |licensure period
respiratory therapy technicians shall subsequently satisfy the |licensure
requirenents for an initial respiratory therapist |icense pursuant to
subdivision two of section eighty-five hundred four of this article and

obtain such license in order to continue the practice of respiratory
therapy in New York state.
8§ 3. The provisions of this act shall not apply to any person

licensed as a respiratory therapist or respiratory therapy technician as
of the effective date of this act.

8 4. Any individual covered by section three of this act shall be
deened fully licensed provided that such individual neets the require-
ments set forth by article 164 of the education | aw.

8 5. This act shall take effect imedi ately; provided, however that
section one of this act shall take effect three years after this act
shal | have becone a | aw



