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STATE OF NEW YORK

6312

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 10, 2025

Introduced by Sen. SANDERS -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Transportation

AN ACT to anmend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to requiring
participation in an alcohol and drug rehabilitation programfor
certain first offenders

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 1193 of the vehicle and traffic
|l aw i s anended by addi ng a new paragraph (h) to read as foll ows:

(h) Wiere the court inposes a sentence for a violation of section
eleven hundred ninety-two or eleven hundred ninety-two-a of this arti-
cle, the court shall require the defendant, as a part or condition of
such sentence, to pay for and to attend an al cohol and drug rehabili-
tation program conducted pursuant to section eleven hundred ninety-six
of this article, in cases in which the defendant has not previously been
convicted of a violation of section eleven hundred ninety-two or el even
hundred ninety-two-a of this article and neets the eligibility criteria
for participation in such programset forth in such section.

§ 2. Subdivision 4 of section 1196 of the vehicle and traffic law, as
anmended by chapter 196 of the laws of 1996, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

4. Eligibility. Participation in the programshall be limted to those
persons convicted of alcohol or drug-related traffic offenses or persons
who have been adjudi cated yout hful offenders for al cohol or drug-related
traffic offenses, or persons found to have been operating a notor vehi-
cle after having consuned al cohol in violation of section el even hundred
ninety-two-a of this article, who choose or are sentenced to participate
and who satisfy the criteria and nmeet the requirenents for participation
as established by this section and the regulations promulgated there-
under; provided, however, in the exercise of discretion, the judge
i nposi ng sentence may prohibit the defendant from enrolling in such
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program for good cause, in which event the reasons therefor shall be
stated upon the record. The conmm ssioner or deputy mnmay exercise
discretion, for good cause, the reasons for which nust be made known to
the person, to reject any person [fem—participation] referred or
sentenced to such programfrom participating therein, and nothing herein
contai ned shall be construed as creating a right to be included in any
course or program established wunder this section. In addition, no
person shall be permitted to take part in such program if, during the
five years inmmedi ately precedi ng comm ssion of an al cohol or drug-rel at-
ed traffic offense or a finding of a violation of section el even hundred
ninety-two-a of this article, such person has participated in a program
establ i shed pursuant to this article or been convicted of a violation of
any subdivi sion of section eleven hundred ninety-two of this article
other than a violation conmitted prior to Novenber first, nineteen
hundred ei ghty-eight, for which such person did not participate in such
program In the exercise of discretion, the comm ssioner or a deputy
shall have the right to expel any participant fromthe programwho fails
to satisfy the requirements for participation in such program or who
fails to satisfactorily participate in or attend any aspect of such
program Notw thstandi ng any contrary provisions of this chapter, satis-
factory participation in and conpletion of a course in such program
shall result in the termnation of any sentence of inprisonnent that nmay
have been inposed by reason of a conviction therefor; provided, however,
that nothing contained in this section shall delay the commencenent of
such sentence.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect on the first of November next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw.




