O©CoOoO~NOUA~,WNPE

STATE OF NEW YORK

6286-- A

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 7, 2025

Introduced by Sen. HINCHEY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Agriculture -- conmittee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted
to said comittee

AN ACT to amend the public authorities law, in relation to establishing
the agrivoltaics viability pilot program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The public authorities law is amended by adding a new
section 1885 to read as foll ows:

8§ 1885. Agrivoltaics viability pilot program 1. legislative intent.
The legislature finds that as New York progresses to utilizing clean
energy, the agricultural industry has an opportunity to play a substan-
tial role in environnental conservation while also protecting and main-
taining viable farnmland through the practice of agrivoltaics. Dual-use
solar energy projects have the potential to keep farnm and as working
agricultural |landscapes providing econonmic benefits to farners and
assisting the state in reaching its clinate and environnental inpact
goals. The legislature hereby declares that to progress the initiatives
of the farmand viability program the authority shall create an agri -
voltaics viability pilot program

2. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terns
shall have the follow ng neanings:

(a) "Agricultural products and activities" shall include:

(i) crop production;

(ii) animal husbandry: and

(iii) livestock grazing or cattle grazing; provided, however, that
agricultural products and activities shall not include sheep grazing as
the sole farming activity except where the land utilized is currently
utilized exclusively for such purpose.
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(b) "Agricultural products and activities" shall not include pollina-
tor habitats, apiaries, or both as the sole farmng activities.

(c) "Agrivoltaics" or "dual -use solar energy projects" shall nean the
sinul t aneous use of areas of land for both solar power generation and
agriculture through a ground-npunted photovoltaic solar energy system
constructed, installed. and operated to achieve integrated and sinul-
taneous production of both solar energy and narketable agricultural
products and activities by an agricultural producer, provided that such
use:

(i) is constructed, installed, and operated to achieve integrated and
si nul t aneous production of both solar energy and narketable agricultural
products consistent with comrercial agricultural production, as soon as
agronomcally feasible and continuing until deconm ssioning, on |and
beneath or between rows of solar panels;

(ii1) has been intentionally planned and designed wth agricultura
producers or experts;

(iii) has provisions for decomm ssioning to protect the land's agri -
cultural resources and utility; and

(iv) does not significantly displace farm ng activity.

3. Agrivoltaics viability pilot program The authority shall initiate
and maintain a state agrivoltaics viability pilot program in consulta-
tion with the departnent of agriculture and markets. The agrivoltaics
viability pilot programshall provide grants to identify the best prac-
tices and strategies for dual-use solar energy projects that protect
soil health during construction and decommissioning of solar arrays,
utilize sustainable agricultural production practices, npnitor any bene-
fits solar energy may have on farns and to the state, track econonic
viability, study the commercialization of dual-use sol ar ener gy
projects, and encourage equitable engagenent of stakehol ders.

(a) The authority, in consultation with the departnent of agriculture
and markets, the public service conmm ssion., and the departnent of envi-
ronnmental conservation, shall adopt policies and procedures necessary
for the inplenentation of the pilot program including but not limted
to: (i) the process by which a developer may apply for the approval
needed to participate in the pilot program provided, however, that such
process shall require that the devel oper obtains the witten consent of
the landowner; and (ii) provisions prescribing standards concerning
i npervious cover which may be permtted in connection wth dual-use
solar energy projects authorized to be constructed, installed, and oper-
ated on farm and pursuant to this section.

(b) One vyear after grants are distributed for the purposes of the
pilot program and every two vears thereafter, the authority shall report
to the governor, the tenporary president of the senate and the speaker
of the assenbly on the agrivoltaics viability pilot programand its
results.

8 2. This act shall take effect six nonths after it shall have becone
a law. Effective inmediately, the addition, amendnent and/or repeal of
any rule or regul ation necessary for the inplenentation of this act on
its effective date are authorized to be nade and conpl eted on or before
such effective date.




