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STATE OF NEW YORK

6222

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 6, 2025

Introduced by Sen. COONEY -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Fi nance

AN ACT to anend the correction |law and the state finance law, in
relation to providing for noney upon release for certain incarcerated
i ndi vi dual s; and maki ng an appropriation therefor

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The correction law is anended by adding a new section 12 to
read as foll ows:

8 12. Reentry assistance program 1. As used in this section. the
following terns shall have the foll owi ng neani ngs:

(a) "Progrant neans the reentry assistance program established pursu-
ant to subdivision two of this section.

(b) "Eligible incarcerated individual" neans an incarcerated individ-
ual who is released froma state correctional facility after serving a
mnimum of six nonths who has not previously received noney fromthe
progr am

2. The conm ssioner shall develop a reentry assistance program that
provides for eligible incarcerated individuals to receive a nonthly
stipend upon release froma state correctional facility.

3. (a) Stipends paid to an eligible incarcerated individual pursuant
to the program shall be no less than four hundred twenty-five dollars

per nonth for a period of up to six nonths. The nmaximum aggregate
anount any individual shall receive fromthe programis two thousand
five hundred fifty dollars.

(b) The dollar amounts in paragraph (a) of this subdivision shall be

adjusted annually for inflation as deternmined fromthe increase in the
consuner _price index in the one year period ending on the March thirty-
first prior to the cost-of-living adjustnent effective on the ensuing
Sept enber first.
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4. (a) The initial paynent of a programstipend shall be made inme-
diately upon release of the eligible incarcerated individual in the form
of cash or a check. Such programstipend shall be in addition to any
other funds to be paid or returned to such individual.

(b) Subsequent program stipend paynents shall be nade on the first of
each nonth by the comunity supervision agency responsible for such
i ndi vi dual

5. The provisions of this section shall not apply to an incarcerated
individual who is released to the custody of another state or the feder-
al _governnment.

6. Stipend paynents paid pursuant to the provisions of this section
shall not be taken into consideration when determining eligibility or
calculating the amount of benefits for any public assistance program

7. The departnent shall collect data on the nunber of incarcerated
individuals participating in the programand issue a report on such data
to the governor, the tenporary president of the senate and the speaker
of the assenbly annually.

8. The conm ssioner shall pronulgate any rules and reqgulations neces-
sary for the inplenentation of this section.

8§ 2. The state finance law is anmended by adding a new section 99-ss to
read as foll ows:

8 99-ss. Reentry assistance fund. 1. A special fund to be known as the

"reentry assistance fund" is hereby established in the custody of the
state conptroller and the conm ssioner of taxation and finance.
2. The fund shall consist of all noni es appropriated, credited, or

transferred to such fund pursuant to law, all nonies required by any
provision of lawto be paid into or credited to the fund and any inter-
est earnings which nmay accrue fromthe investnent of nonies in the fund.
Not hi ng contained in this section shall prevent the state fromreceiving
grants, qgifts or bequests for the purposes of the fund as defined in
this section and depositing themin the fund according to | aw

3. Monies of the fund, when allocated, shall be available to the
departnent of corrections and conmunity supervision to provide stipends
pursuant to the provisions of section twelve of the correction |aw

4. Monies shall be payable fromthe fund on the audit and warrant of
the conptroller on vouchers approved and certified by the comm ssioner
of corrections and conmmunity supervision.

8 3. The sumof twenty-five mllion dollars (%$25,000,000) is hereby
appropriated from any noneys in the state treasury in the general fund
to the credit of the reentry assistance fund established pursuant to
section 99-ss of the state finance law in carrying out the provisions of
this act. Such sum shall be payable on the audit and warrant of the
state conptroller on vouchers certified or approved in the mnner
provi ded by | aw.

8 4. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a law. Effective imediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and
conpl eted on or before such effective date.




