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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

(Prefil ed)
January 8, 2025

Introduced by Sen. LIU -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on H gher Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to the wuse of topical
phar maceuti cal agents

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraphs (d), (e) and (f) of subdivision 1 of section
7101-a of the education |aw, paragraph (d) as added by chapter 517 of
the laws of 1995 and paragraphs (e) and (f) as anmended by chapter 506 of
the laws of 2021, are anended to read as follows:

(d) Diagnostic pharmaceuticals. Diagnostic pharmaceuticals shall mean
those drugs which shall be limted to topical applications [te—the

stface—of—the—eye] for the purpose of diagnostic exam nation of the eye
ahe—shal—belm-ted—tor

] and adnexa.
(e) Topical therapeutic pharmaceutical agents. Topical therapeutic

pharnmaceuti cal agents shall mean those drugs which shall be limted to
topi cal application [te—the—surface—of—the—eye] for therapeutic purposes
[ apd—shall—be imted to-

. i ot o b :

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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] of the eye and adnexa.

(f) Therapeutic pharmaceutical agents for treatnment of gl aucoma and
ocul ar hypertensi on. Therapeutic pharmaceutical agents for treatnent of
gl aucoma and ocul ar hypertension shall nean those drugs which shall be
limted to topical application [te—+the—swface] for therapeutic purposes
of the eye and [shaLL—be—L+n+Led—Le—

] adnexa.

8§ 2. Paragraph (e) of subdivision 4 of section 7101-a of the education
| aw, as added by chapter 517 of the laws of 1995 and as relettered by
chapter 506 of the laws of 2021, is amended to read as foll ows:

(e) The provisions of paragraphs (a) and (b) of this subdivision shal
not apply to (i) graduates of an appropriate program approved by the
depart nent who have successfully passed the exam nation on the use of
diagnostic and therapeutic [é+ugs] agents and who graduated subsequent
to January first, nineteen hundred ninety-three; or (ii) optonetrists
who have been certified for at least five years to use [phase—ore]
topical therapeutic agents and [ phase—two—drugs] therapeutic pharnmaceu-
tical agents for treatnment of glaucoma and ocul ar hypertension in anoth-
er jurisdiction, have denonstrated such use in independently nmanaged
patients, and have been licensed in accordance with section seventy-one
hundred four of this chapter. Provided, however, no optonetrist exenpt
under this paragraph shall be pernmitted to use [phase—one] topical ther-
apeutic pharmaceuti cal agents or [phase—two] therapeutic pharnaceutical
agents for treatnment of glauconma and ocul ar hypertension prior to the
general authorization provided to optonetrists licensed in this state.

8§ 3. The openi ng paragraph of paragraph (b) and paragraph (c) of
subdivision 10 of section 7101-a of the education |aw, as anended by
chapter 506 of the laws of 2021, are anmended to read as foll ows:

Those optonetrists having been certified for topical therapeutic phar-
maceuti cal agents shall be authorized to use and prescribe all topical
therapeutic pharnaceutical agents [speciiiedin—paragraph—{e)—of—subdi—
v-s-on—ope—of—thi-s—sectionr], which are FDA approved and comercially
avail able for topical use.

(c) Those optonetrists having been certified for therapeutic pharnma-
ceutical agents for treatment of glaucoma and ocul ar hypertension shal
be authorized to use and prescribe therapeutic pharmaceutical agents for
t r eat nent of glaucona and ocul ar hypertenS|on [

], which are FDA approved and

commerci ally avail abl e.
8 4. This act shall take effect immediately.



