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STATE OF NEW YORK

6061

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 5, 2025

Introduced by Sens. PARKER, FERNANDEZ, RHOADS -- read tw ce and ordered
printed, and when printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Higher
Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to establishing the
COVI D- 19 chil dren schol arship

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The education law is anended by adding a new section 608-b
to read as foll ows:

8 608-b. COVID 19 children scholarships. 1. Notw thstanding subdivi-
sion five of section six hundred sixty-one of this title, children whose
parent, prinmary caretaker or sibling died or was disabled as a result of
contracting COVID-19, shall be eligible to receive a scholarship in an
annual anpunt determnmi ned pursuant to subdivision two of section six
hundred sixty-eight-h of this title.

2. Awards under this section shall be payable for each of not nore
than four acadenmic years of undergraduate study or five acadenmc vyears
if a programnornally requires five years, as defined by the conm ssion-
er pursuant to this article.

§ 2. The -education lawis amended by adding a new section 668-h to
read as foll ows:

8 668-h. COVID- 19 children scholarships. 1. Eligible groups. Notwith-
standi ng subdivision five of section six hundred sixty-one of this part,
children whose parent, primary caretaker or sibling died or was disabl ed
as aresult of contracting COVID-19, shall be eligible to receive a
schol ar shi p.

2. Anmpunt. (a) The president shall grant annual scholarships in the
foll owi ng anpbunts:

(1) If the recipient attends an institution of the city university of
New York or an institution of the state university of New York other
than the statutory colleges at Cornell, the <college of environnental
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science and forestry at Syracuse and the college of ceram cs at Alfred,

the annual award shall be an anpbunt equal to: the tuition charged at
such institution provided that, notw thstanding any provision of lawto
the contrary, the tuition charged to award recipients shall not exceed
that charged to state resident students attending such institution; the
nmandatory fees charged at such institution; and the non-tuition cost of
attendance at such institution or college, provided that the schol arship

shall not exceed an anpunt that is equal to the total cost of attendance

determined for federal Title IV student financial aid purposes, |less al
ot her schol arships and grants provided by New York state, other states,

the federal governnent, or other governnents, and the anount of educa-
tional benefits paid under any programthat would duplicate the purposes
of this program provided that any scholarships or grants provided to a
recipient by the institution which are intended to fund any portion of
the difference between the annual state award and the actual costs of

attendance at any such institution shall not be considered to duplicate

the purposes of this program or
(2) If the recipient attends any other two- or four-year institution

within New York state, the annual award shall be based upon an anobunt
equal to: the tuition charged to state resident students attending a
four-vear college of the state university of New York; the average
nandatory fees charged at four-year colleges of the state university of
New York, or the actual tuition and fees charged to the recipient,
whi chever is less; and the average non-tuition cost of attendance, as
determi ned by the president and as approved by the director of the budg-
et, for a student at the state university of New York or actual non-tui-
tion cost of attendance at such institution, whichever is less, provided
that the scholarship shall be at | east two thousand five hundred dollars
per vear, and provided that the scholarship shall not exceed an anpunt
that is equal to the total cost of attendance determned for federa

Title 1V student financial aid purposes, less all other schol arshi ps and
grants provided by New York state, other states, the federal governnent,
or other governnents, and the ampunt of educational benefits paid under
any programthat would duplicate the purposes of this program provided
that any scholarships or grants provided to a recipient by the institu-
tion which are intended to fund any portion of the difference between
the annual state award and the actual costs of attendance at any such
institution shall not be considered to duplicate the purposes of this
program.

(3) "Non-tuition cost of attendance", as used in this subdivision
shall nean: (i) the actual anpunt charged by the institution for room
and board, and (ii) an allowance for transportation, books and supplies
as deternmined by the president and as approved by the director of the
budget, provided that such determnation shall be nmade no later than

Decenber first of each yvear for use in the succeedi ng acaden c vear. In
the event a student does not incur roomor board charges at the institu-
tion, "non-tuition cost of attendance" shall nean an all owance for room

and board as determ ned by the president and approved by the director of

the budget. In deternm ning all owances pursuant to this subparagraph, the
president nay take into consideration the all owances provided for in the

Pell grant program

(b) In no event shall the conbination of all student financial aid
received by a student exceed a recipient's total cost of attendance at
the institution being attended.

3. Duration. Awards under this section shall be payable for each of

not nore than four academ c years of undergraduate study or five academ
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a programnormally requires five vears, as defined by the

conmmni ssi oner

pursuant to article thirteen of this title.

§ 3. Sect

ion 604 of the education lawis anended by adding a new

subdivision 13 to read as foll ows:
13. COVID-19 children schol arshi ps.

8 4. This act shall take effect immediately.



