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STATE OF NEW YORK

6023

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 4, 2025

Introduced by Sen. BASKIN -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Conmerce, Economic Devel -
opnment and Srmal | Busi ness

AN ACT to anend the state adm nistrative procedure act and the economnic
devel oprment law, in relation to requiring the division for small -busi-
ness to publish a small business conpliance guide

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivisions 1 and 2 of section 202-e of the state admnis-
trative procedure act, subdivision 1 as anended by chapter 253 of the
| aws of 2005 and subdivision 2 as added by chapter 730 of the laws of
2004, are anended to read as foll ows:

1. Not |I|ess than once each year, every agency shall submt to the
secretary of state for publication in the state register a list of al
gui dance docunments on which the agency currently relies, and provide
i nformati on on where and how regul ated parties and nenbers of the public
may i nspect and obtain copies of any such docunent; provided, however,
that the departnment of environnmental conservation shall be exenpt from
the requirenents of this subdivision. Guidance published according to
section one hundred thirty-eight-a of the econom c devel opnent | aw shal
be published in the state register. Unless otherw se provided for by
| aw, an agency may meke such documents available as provided in the
freedomof information |law, and may charge fees pursuant to such |aw for
copi es of any such docunent.

2. The secretary of state may exenpt an agency from conpliance with
t he requirenents of subdivision one of this section upon a determ nation
that the agency has published on its website the full text of all guid-
ance docunments on which it currently relies except for guidance docu-
nents published according to section one hundred thirty-eight-a of the
econom ¢ devel opnent law. The secretary of state shall publish a notice
of such deternination identifying the website in the state register.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] isoldlawto be omtted
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§ 2. The econom c devel opnent |aw is amended by adding a new section
138-a to read as foll ows:

8 138-a. Snmall business conpliance gquide. 1. The division for small-
busi ness shall conpile and publish a snmall business conpliance guide by
January thirty-first each year in consultation with any other rel evant
state agency. departnent, office, division, board. bureau, conmission or
authority. Such guide shall informsmall business owners and operators
of statutory and reqgulatory changes that have taken effect within the
previ ous cal endar year. Such guide shall include but not be limted to
information regarding permts, licenses, taxes, insurance, workpl ace
safety, workers' conpensation, wages, hours, and benefits. Such quide
shal |l describe any statutory and regulatory changes in plain and conmon-
|y understood terns and shall aid the reader in understanding the statu-
tory and reqgulatory changes and shall |inmt the use of technical terns
whenever possible. Such guide shall also include appropriate contact
information for rel evant state agencies.

2. The commi ssioner shall publish such small business conpliance guide
on the division for small-business's website. The division for small-bu-
siness shall annually engage in a public awareness canpaign. Such public
awareness canpaign nmay utilize public foruns, social nedia and nass
nedia, including but not linmted to internet., radio. and print advertis-
ing and shall include materials and information on the division for
smal | -business's website. The division for snall-business shall coordi-

nate with relevant statew de and regional business advocacy organiza-

tions. The canpaign shall be tailored to educate snmall business owners
and operators regarding the availability of the snall busi ness conpli -

ance guide and resources available to assist small businesses and opera-
tors with conplving with statutory and requl atory changes.
8 3. This act shall take effect immediately.




