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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

(Prefil ed)
January 8, 2025

Introduced by Sens. H NCHEY, ASHBY, BAILEY, BROUK, CLEARE, COONEY,
FERNANDEZ, GOUNARDES, HARCKHAM  JACKSON, MARTINEZ, MARTINS, MNAY,
MURRAY, MYRIE, RAMOS, RHOADS, ROLISON, RYAN S, SALAZAR, SEPULVEDA,
SKOUFI S, WEBB -- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to
be conmitted to the Commttee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to providing universal
school neals to students

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The education law is anended by addi ng a new section 915-a
to read as foll ows:

8 915-a. Universal school neals. 1. The departnent shall require al
public school districts, charter schools and non-public schools in the
state that participate in the national school lunch program or schoo
breakfast programas provided in the Richard B. Russell National School
Lunch Act and the Child Nutrition Act., as anended, to serve breakfast
and lunch at no cost to the student. Public school districts, charter
school s and non-public schools shall naximze federal reinbursenent for
school breakfast and lunch prograns by adopting Provision 2, the federa
Community FEligibility Provision, or any other provision under such act,
the National School Lunch Act or the National Child Nutrition Act.

2. The departnent shall reinburse the difference between the anpunt
paid by the United States Departnent of Agriculture and the free rate as
set annually by the United States Secretary of Agriculture under 42
U S . C 1759a for each school.

3. The departnent in consultation with the office of tenporary and
disability assistance shall pronmulgate any rule or reqgulation needed for
public school districts, charter schools and non-public schools to
pronote the supplenental nutrition assistance programto a student or
person in parental relation to a student by either providing application
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assistance or a direct referral to an outreach partner identified by the
departnent to the office of tenporary and disability assistance to

increase the nunber of students directly certified for free or reduced
price school neals.

4. In addition to fulfilling any other applicable state and federa
requirenents, the departnent shall provide technical assistance to
assist public school districts, charter schools, and non-public schools
in the transition to universal school neals to ensure successful program
operations and to maxini ze federal funding, including:

a. Assisting local educational agencies with one or nore conmunity-el -
igibility qualifying schools in neeting any state and federal require-
nents necessary in order to receive reinbursenent through the community
eligibility provision.

b. If a school or district is ineligible to receive reinbursenent
through the comunity eligibility provision, assisting the school or
district in achieving eligibility and, if that is not feasible, assist
the school or district in determning the viability of using Provision 2
or other special federal provisions available to schools.

c. Muixinmzing direct certification for specific populations as all ow
able under federal rules.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2025.




