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STATE OF NEW YORK

5645

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 26, 2025

Introduced by Sen. BAILEY -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Housing, Construction and
Communi ty Devel opnent

AN ACT to anmend the energency tenant protection act of nineteen seven-
ty-four and the adm nistrative code of the city of New York, in
relation to qualifications of public nenbers of rent guidelines boards

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision a of section 4 of section 4 of chapter 576 of
the laws of 1974, constituting the enmergency tenant protection act of
ni net een seventy-four, as anended by section 5 of part G of chapter 36
of the laws of 2019, is amended to read as foll ows:

a. In each county wherein any city having a popul ation of |ess than
one mllion or any town or village has determined the existence of an
energency pursuant to section three of this act, there shall be created
a rent guidelines board to consist of nine nenbers appointed by the
comm ssi oner of housing and community renewal upon reconmendation of the
county |legislature, except that a rent guidelines board created subse-
quent to the effective date of the chapter of the laws of two thousand

nineteen that anmended this section shall consist of nine menbers
appoi nted by the commi ssioner of housing and conmunity renewal upon
reconmendations of the local legislative body of each city having a

popul ati on of less than one million or town or village which has deter-
m ned the existence of an enmergency pursuant to section three of this
act. Such reconmendation shall be made within thirty days after the
first local declaration of an energency in such county; two such nmenbers
shall be representative of tenants, two shall be representative of
owners of property, and five shall be public nenbers each of whom shal

have had at least five years experience in either finance, econom cs or
housi ng. One public nenmber shall be designated by the conmissioner to
serve as [ehai+mwan] chair and shall hold no other public office. No
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menber, officer or enployee of any nunicipal rent regulation agency or
the state division of housing and community renewal and no person who
owns or nanages real estate covered by this law or who is an officer of
any owner or tenant organi zation shall serve on a rent guidelines board;.
provided, further, however, no person who owns or nanages nore than four
rental units within the state of New York shall serve as a public nmenber
on _a rent guidelines board. One public nmenber, one menber represen-
tative of tenants and one nenber representative of owners shall serve
for a termending two years fromJanuary first next succeeding the date
of their appointnment; one public nmenber, one nmenber representative of
tenants and one nenber representative of owners shall serve for terns
ending three years fromthe January first next succeeding the date of
their appointnent and three public nmenbers shall serve for terns ending
four years from January first next succeeding the dates of their

appoi nt ment . Thereafter, all nenbers shall serve for terns of four
years each. Menbers shall continue in office wuntil their successors
have been appointed and qualified. The comi ssioner shall fill any

vacancy which may occur by reason of death, resignation or otherwise in
a nmnner consistent wth the original appointnment. A nenber may be
renoved by the commi ssioner for cause, but not w thout an opportunity to
be heard in person or by counsel, in [kis] their defense, upon not |ess
than ten days notice. Conpensation for the nmenbers of the board shall be
at the rate of one hundred dollars per day, for no nore than twenty days
a year, except that the [ehai+rman] chair shall be conpensated at the
rate of one hundred twenty-five dollars a day for no nmore than thirty
days a year. The board shall be provided staff assistance by the divi-
sion of housing and community renewal. The conpensation of such menbers
and the costs of staff assistance shall be paid by the division of hous-
ing and comunity renewal which shall be reinbursed in the manner
prescribed in this section [feww—ef—this—act]. The local legislative
body of each city having a popul ation of I ess than one mllion and each
town and village in which an emergency has been deternmined to exist as
herein provided shall be authorized to designate one person who shall be
representative of tenants and one person who shall be representative of
owners of property to serve at its pleasure and w thout conpensation to
advi se and assist the county rent guidelines board in matters affecting
the adjustnent of rents for housing acconmobdations in such city, town or
vill age as the case nmay be

8§ 2. Subdivision a of section 26-510 of the adm nistrative code of the
city of New York is anended to read as foll ows:

a. There shall be a rent guidelines board to consist of nine nenbers,
appointed by the mayor. Two nenbers shall be representative of tenants,
two shall be representative of owners of property, and five shall be
public nenbers each of whom shall have had at |east five years experi-
ence in either finance, econonics or housing. One public nenber shall be
desi gnated by the mayor to serve as [ehai+war] chair and shall hold no
other public office. No nenber, officer or enployee of any municipa
rent regul ati on agency or the state division of housing and comunity
renewal and no person who owns or manages real estate covered by this
|l aw or who is an officer of any owner or tenant organization shall serve
on a rent guidelines board; provided, further, however, no person who
owns or nmanages nore than four rental units within the state of New York
shall serve as a public nenber on a rent guidelines board. One public
menber, one nenber representative of tenants and one nenber represen-
tative of owners shall serve for a termending two years from January
first next succeeding the date of their appointnent; one public nenber,
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one nmenber representative of tenants and one nenber representative of
owners shall serve for terms ending three years fromthe January first
next succeeding the date of their appointnment and two public menbers
shall serve for terms ending four years from January first next succeed-
ing the dates of their appointnment. The [ehai+manr] chair shall serve at

the pleasure of the mayor. Thereafter, all nenbers shall continue in
office wuntil their successors have been appointed and qualified. The
mayor shall fill any vacancy which may occur by reason of death, resig-

nation or otherwise in a manner consistent with the original appoint-
ment. A nenber may be renoved by the mayor for cause, but not wi thout an
opportunity to be heard in person or by counsel, in [his—e——her] their
def ense, upon not | ess than ten days notice.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw and shall apply to public nenbers currently serving on
a rent guidelines board; provided, however, that the anendnents to
section 26-510 of chapter 4 of title 26 of the adm nistrative code of
the city of New York made by section two of this act shall expire on the
same date as such | aw expires and shall not affect the expiration of
such |l aw as provi ded under section 26-520 of such | aw.



