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STATE OF NEW YORK

5611

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 25, 2025

Introduced by Sen. MATTERA -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to
establishing a climate action cost council; and to anend the environ-
nmental conservation law, the public service |aw and the public author-
ities law, inrelationto linmting the nunber of rules and regul ations
that may be pronul gated annually regarding certain climte goals

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The environmental conservation |law is anended by adding a
new section 75-0104 to read as foll ows:
8§ 75-0104. dimate action cost council

1. There is hereby established a climate action cost council, which
shall consist of nine nenbers to be appointed as foll ows:

a. one nenber appointed by the governor;

b. two nenbers appointed by the tenporary president of the senate;
c. two nenbers appointed by the speaker of the assenbly;
d
e

two nmenbers appointed by the nminority | eader of the senate; and

. two nenbers appointed by the minority |eader of the assenbly.

2. The nenbers shall always include individuals with expertise in
issues relating to energy, environnental conservation, labor, public
health and regulated industries, including, but not linmited to housing.
agriculture, construction, transportation and manufacturing.

3. Council nenbers shall receive no conpensation for their services
but shall be reinbursed for actual and necessary expenses incurred in
the performance of their duties.

4. Each nenber of the council shall be entitled to one vote. The coun-
cil's approval of requlatory action pursuant to this article shal
require a two-third vote of the council. No action shall be taken by the
council unless there is a quorum which shall at all tines be a majority
of the nmenbers of the council

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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5. Any vacancies on the council shall be filled in the nmanner provided
for inthe initial appointnent.

6. Prior to pronulgation of any regulatory neasure taken to ensure the
attainment of the statew de greenhouse gas enissions linmts established
pursuant to section 75-0107 of this article taking effect. such neasure
shall be approved by a two-thirds vote of the council

7. Each state agency shall notify the council of any regulatory neas-
ure taken to ensure the attainnent of the statew de greenhouse gas em s-
sions |limts established pursuant to section 75-0107 of this article no
|l ess than sixty days before the final adoption of a rule, regulation, or
code. The council shall vote on such regulatory neasure as soon as prac-
ticable and no later than its next quarterly neeting after the counci
has been notified. No regulatory neasures pursuant to this article shal
take effect unless approved by the council

8. When determ ning whether to vote to approve a requlatory neasure,
counci | nenbers shall consider:

a. the cost, including, but not limted to, the cost to ratepayers and
busi nesses across the state;

b. the inpact to the electrical grid, including, but not limted to,
reliability and safety; and

c. the reduction in greenhouse gas eni ssions associated with the requ-
latory neasure.

9. The council shall neet quarterly. Such neetings shall be open to
the public and subject to article seven of the public officers law. No
less than sixty days prior to a neeting of the council, the counci
shall publish a list of draft reqgulations, rules, or codes to be consid-
ered by the council, and the council shall make neani ngful public
conment available prior to the neeting.

10. The council shall submit an annual report to the governor and the
legislature beginning on January first, two thousand twenty-six, and
annual ly thereafter. The report shall include a summary of actions taken
by the council, the total costs inposed on ratepayers and businesses,
and the anmpunt of reduction in greenhouse gas enissions. The report
shall be nade publicly available on the departnent's, the New York state
energy research and developnent authority's, and the departnent of
public service's websites.

11. The council nmay request infornation related to attaining the cost
of regulatory nmeasures on consuners and businesses from third parties
and state agenci es.

12. A vote of the council nmay be overridden by a roll call vote of
two-thirds of each chanber of the |egislature.

8 2. Subdivision 4 of section 75-0101 of the environnental conserva-
tion law, as added by chapter 106 of the laws of 2019, is anended to
read as foll ows:

4. "Council", except as used in section 75-0104 of this article or in
reference to the climte action cost council established thereunder,
means the New York state climate action council established pursuant to
section 75-0103 of this article.

8§ 3. Subdivision 1 of section 75-0109 of the environnental conserva-
tion | aw, as added by chapter 106 of the laws of 2019, is anended to
read as foll ows:

1. No later than four years after the effective date of this article,
the departnent, after public workshops and consultation with the coun-
cil, the environmental justice advisory group, and the climate justice
wor ki ng group established pursuant to section 75-0111 of this article,
representatives of regulated entities, comunity organi zations, environ-
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mental groups, health professionals, |abor wunions, municipal corpo-
rations, trade associations and ot her stakehol ders, shall, after no |ess
than two public hearings, pronulgate no nore than five rules and regu-
lations annually to ensure conpliance with the statew de em ssions

reduction limts and work with other state agencies and authorities to
promul gate regulations required by section eight of [+he] chapter one
hundred six of the laws of two thousand ni neteen [that—added—this—arti—
ete] .

8§ 4. Section 51 of the public service |law, as added by chapter 713 of
the laws of 1981 and as renunbered by chapter 176 of the laws of 1986,
is anended to read as foll ows:

8 51. Rules and regulations. The conmission shall adopt such addi-
tional rules and regulations as it deens necessary and proper to inple-
ment the provisions of this [aet] article; provided however that,
notwi thstanding any rule, requlation, or law to the contrary, the
conm ssion shall not adopt rules and regulations related to conpliance
with article seventy-five of the environnental conservation |law without
prior approval of the climte action cost council as established in
section 75-0104 of the environnental conservation |aw except in tines of
exigent circunstances where there is an immediate threat to public safe-
ty or the reliability of the grid.

8 5. Subdivision 4 of section 1855 of the public authorities law, as
amended by chapter 487 of the laws of 2009, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

4. To nmake rul es and regul ati ons governing the exercise of its corpo-
rate powers and the fulfillment of its corporate purposes under this
title and title nine-A of this article, which shall be filed wth the
departnent of state in the nmanner provided by section one hundred two of
the executive law__ provided however that, notw thstanding any rule,
regulation, or lawto the contrary, the authority shall not adopt rules
and requlations related to conpliance with article seventy-five of the
environnmental conservation law without prior approval of the climte
action cost council as established in section 75-0104 of the environ-
nental conservation |law except in tines of exigent circunstances where
there is an imediate threat to public safety or the reliability of the
grid.

8 6. Subdivision 15 of section 75-0103 of the environmental conserva-
tion law, as added by chapter 106 of the laws of 2019, is anended to
read as fol |l ows:

15. The council shall update its plan for achieving the statew de
greenhouse gas emssions limts at |east once every [#&H-e—years]| year
and shall make such updates available to the governor, the speaker of
the assenbly and the tenporary president of the senate and post such
updates on its website. The council and the clinmate action cost counci
as established under section 75-0104 of this article shall hold one
public neeting annually in a city of nore than one mllion people, one
public neeting annually in Nassau county or Suffolk county, one public
neeting annually in Albany county, and one public neeting annually in
Erie county. Such neetings shall be for the purpose of informng the
public of the progress of achieving the statew de greenhouse gas enis-
sion limts as set forth under this article, and for informng the
public of the costs of rules and regulatory neasures approved by the
climate action cost council established under section 75-0104 of this
article. Such neetings shall be subject to article seven of the public
officers |aw

8§ 7. This act shall take effect imediately.




