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STATE OF NEW YORK

5605-- A

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 25, 2025

Introduced by Sen. KAVANAGH -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Coormittee on Consuner Protection --
committee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as anended and
recommitted to said comittee

AN ACT to anend the general business law, in relation to requiring wash-
ing machines to nmeet certain filtration systemrequirenents

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "washi ng
machi ne mcrofiber filter act".

8§ 2. The general business |law is anended by adding a new section 396-
uu to read as foll ows:

8 396-uu. Sale of washing nmachines. 1. Definitions. As used in this
section, the following terns shall have the foll owi ng neani ngs:

a. "Mcrofiber filtration system neans a filtration unit that is
active across all washing cycles and neets either of the foll ow ng:

(i) the unit is integrated into the washing nachine design as a built-
in filter; or

(ii) the unit is included as an in-line filter and is packaged, sold,
and installed with the washing machi ne; and

b. "Washi ng machi ne" neans a machine designed and used for washing
clothes and linen.

2. a. On and after January first, two thousand twenty-six, all new
washi ng machines offered for sale in the state shall contain a built-in
or in-line mcrofiber filtration systemwith a nesh size of not greater
than one hundred mcroneters.

b. All washing nachines sold in the state on or after January first,
two thousand twenty-six shall bear a conspicuous |abel that is visible
to the consuner, in the formof a sticker or any other |abel type, that
includes the following statenent: "Notice: This washi ng nachi ne contai ns

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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a filter to capture mcrofibers. Check the filter reqularly and di spose
of captured lint in a waste bin."

3. a. A manufacturer of a washing machine that is subject to the
requirenents of subdivision two of this section shall provide each
person that offers such washing machine for sale or distribution in the
state with a certificate of conpliance stating that the washing nuachine
is in conpliance with the requirenents of this section and contains a
mcrofiber filtration system A certificate of conpliance provided

pursuant to this subdivision shall be signed by an authorized officia
of the manufacturer. The certificate of conpliance nay be provided el ec-

tronically.

b. Adistributor or retailer of a washing machine that is subject to
the requirenents of this section shall not be held in violation of this
section if the distributor or retailer is not also the nanufacturer of
the washing machine and relied in good faith on the certificate of
conpliance provided by the nmanufacturer pursuant to paragraph a of this
subdi vi si on.

4. Upon an action brought by the attorney general, a city attorney, a
county counsel, or a district attorney, a person or entity that violates
this section shall be liable for a civil penalty not to exceed ten thou-
sand dollars for the first violation, and not to exceed thirty thousand
dollars for each subsequent violation

8§ 3. This act shall take effect immediately.




