OCOO~NOUIWN P

STATE OF NEW YORK

5437--A

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 21, 2025

Introduced by Sen. CLEARE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Social Services -- recom
mtted to the Committee on Children and Fanilies in accordance with
Senate Rule 6, sec. 8 -- reported favorably from said conmmittee and
conmitted to the Conmittee on Finance -- committee discharged, bil
anended, ordered reprinted as amended and reconmitted to said conmt-
tee

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to allow ng
prospective and current agency personnel conplete training through
renote training nethods

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 409-g of the social services |aw, as added by chap-
ter 611 of the laws of 1979, is anended to read as follows:
8§ 409-g. Training of child welfare personnel. 1. Wthin the anmounts

appropriated therefor, including all federal reinbursenent received or
to be received on account thereof, the departnent shall develop and
implement a plan for the training of social services district and other
aut hori zed agency personnel, including caseworkers involved in the
provi sion or supervision of preventive services, foster care services
and adoption services. Such training shall include but need not be
limted to:

[ +—7Perranenree] (a) pernmmnence caseworKk: casewor k et hodol ogi es

focused on activities designed to prevent placenent in foster care or to
shorten the length of stay in care for those children who can be
returned honme or freed for adoption;

[ 2—PDeveleprent] (b) devel opnent of skills to facilitate rehabili-

tation or restoration of the famly unit;

[ 3——DPevelopaent] (c) devel opnent of know edge and skills in legally

freeing children for adoption and providing adopti on servi ces;

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
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[ 4—Developrent] (d) devel opnent of know edge and skills to prepare
for court processes necessary in foster care and adoption; and

[ 5—Dbeveloprent] (e) devel opnent of case nmanagenent skills including
pl anni ng for permanence for each child.

2. On or after April first, two thousand twenty-seven, such courses
may be satisfactorily conpleted through distance | earning nethods which
evince that all participants are in attendance for the duration of the
course and are able to ask gquestions of the instructor. Each county
shall be authorized to adopt a local law, ordinance or resolution to
provide for a |local departnent of social services to fulfill the train-
ing requirenent established by this subdivision through a distance
| earni ng nethod, excluding the annual in service training requirenent.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.




