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STATE OF NEW YORK

5096

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 18, 2025

Introduced by Sen. CRIFFO -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Investigati ons and Govern-
ment Qperations

AN ACT to anend the public officers law, in relation to disclosure
rel ated to appointnents by the governor and senate

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The public officers law is anended by adding a new section
7-a to read as foll ows:

8 7-a. Disclosure related to appointnents by the governor and senate.
1. The governor, tenporary president of the senate, and senate mnority
|l eader shall jointly develop a questionnaire to be filled out and
conpl eted by any applicant for appointnent to an office by the governor
by and with the advice and consent of the senate. The questionnaire
shall be devel oped by Septenber thirtieth, tw thousand twenty-five, and
may be anended thereafter jointly by the governor, tenporary president
of the senate, and senate nminority |leader. After the gquestionnaire is
devel oped. the questionnaire shall be publicly posted on the public
facing website of the governor and senate.

2. The questionnaire jointly developed by the governor, tenporary
president of the senate, and senate ninority |eader shall include, but
not be limted to, questions about the follow ng subject matters:

(a) Nane, address, social security nunber, hone tel ephone nunber,
busi ness tel ephone nunber, cellular nunber, ennil address;

(b) Biographical information including: date of birth, place of birth,
whet her nane has changed since birth, citizenship status;

(c) Marital status including: infornmation regarding any current or
former spouse; status of any child support or nmintenance obligations;

(d) Prior residences for the prior five years;

(e) Information about enploynment history for at |least the prior ten
vears, including informati on about any involuntary term nations;

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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(f) Information about educational history;

Information about professional certifications;
Information about mlitary service;

Informati on about affiliations with organi zati ons;

I nformati on about published works, speeches and awards;
Ref er ences;

Conflicts of interest, including conflicts related to imedi ate
famly nmenbers, direct and indirect financial conflicts of interest, and
conflicts related to current and prior enploynent:;

(m Judgnent or tax liabilities;

(n) Bankruptcies;

(0) Crimnal history;

(p) Rel evant experience; and

(g) Any additional disclosures agreed to by the governor and tenporary
president of the senate.

3. The governor, tenporary president of the senate, and senate mnori -
ty leader shall jointly develop a standardi zed disclosure docunent for
every applicant for appointnment to an office by the governor by and with
the advice and consent of the senate. Such disclosure docunent shal
provide information about the findings of any investigations into the
background of every applicant, including verification of their responses
to questions in the jointly devel oped questionnaire. The standardi zed
di scl osure docunent shall be devel oped by Septenber thirtieth, two thou-
sand twenty-five, and may be anended jointly by the governor, tenporary
president of the senate, and senate mnority |leader. After the question-
naire is developed, the questionnaire shall be publicly posted on the
public facing website of the governor and senate.

4. Beginning Septenber thirtieth, two thousand twenty-five, when an
appointnment to an office by the governor by and with the advice and
consent of the senate is comunicated, in the formof a witten nomn -
nation of a person for the office, the governor shall provide a copy of

the jointly devel oped gquestionnaire conpleted by the nom nee and a copy

of the conpleted disclosure docunent for such nom nee to the senate. The
tenporary president of the senate shall ensure that such conpleted ques-

tionnaire and disclosure docunent is shared electronically with al
nenbers of the senate within seven days of when the nomination is sent.
8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.




