O©CoO~NOUA~WNE

STATE OF NEW YORK

4924

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 14, 2025

Introduced by Sen. RAMOS -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to home care and
hospi ce worker shortage areas and disciplines

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Section 3614 of the public health law is anended by adding
a new subdivision 9-a to read as foll ows:

9-a. Notwithstanding any inconsistent provision of this section,
effective for annual periods beginning April first, two thousand twen-
ty-five, and for each annual period thereafter, the conm ssioner is
aut hori zed, subject to the availability of federal financial partic-
ipation and upon approval of the state director of the budget, to
further adjust nedical assistance rates of paynent for certified hone
health agencies. managed long termcare plans, hospices, long term hone
health care prograns, licensed hone care services agencies providing
services under contract wth such agencies and plans, and such other
entities qualifying under subdivision nine of this section, targeted for
recruitnment, training and retention of direct care workers for services
in shortage areas and by shortage disciplines which may include nurses,
therapists, social workers, hone health aides and personal care aides.

The conmissioner is further authorized to provide such adjustnments to
pilot test the inpact on recruitnment and retention of allowing funds to
be used for critical supports and incentives for direct care personnel
including transportation, education, training., child day care., career
| adder, peer support, and other supports which the conm ssioner nay
determ ne.

Notwi t hstanding any inconsistent provision of section twenty-eight
hundred seven-v of this chapter, funds for such adjustnents nay be nade
available, upon the approval of the state budget director, from any
unexpended funds and bal ances avail abl e under such section, and in annu-
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al _ampbunts of up to thirty percent of the aggregate |evel specified for
adj ust nents under subdi vision nine of this section.

On or before April first, two thousand twenty-seven, the comi ssioner
shall subnmit information to the governor and legislature on the effec-
tiveness of the programin recruitnment and retention of direct care hone
care personnel., and in addressing comunity need. and shall nmke recom
nendations for the continuation or nodification of the program The
comm ssioner shall seek the input of representatives of the providers,
pl ans, consuners and workers in exanm ning and reporting on the program

8§ 2. Subdivision 1 of section 2807-v of the public health law is
anended by adding a new paragraph (jjj) to read as follows:

(jjj) Funds may be mnmade available, fromany unexpended funds and
bal ances under this section, for rate adjustnents authorized under
subdivision nine-a of section thirty-six hundred fourteen of this chap-
ter, which shall not exceed the anpunt specified in such subdivision.

§ 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.




