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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

(Prefil ed)
January 8, 2025

I ntroduced by Sens. TEDI SCO, WALCZYK -- read twi ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Codes

AN ACT to anend the penal law and the highway law, in relation to
viol ence conmitted on school grounds

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
"Suzanne's Law'

8§ 2. The penal law is anmended by adding a new section 70.12 to read as
foll ows:

8 70.12 Sentence of inprisonnent for a crine conmitted against a person
on school grounds.

1. Definition of a crinme committed against a person on school grounds.
The term"a crine conmtted against a person on school grounds" shal
nean any crine defined in section 120.05 (assault in the second degree),
120.06 (gang assault in the second degree)., 120.07 (gang assault in the
first degree), 120.08 (assault on a peace officer, police officer, fire-
fighter or energency nedical services professional), 120.10 (assault in
the first degree), 120.11 (aggravated assault upon a police officer or a
peace officer), 120.12 (aggravated assault upon a person less than el ev-
en vears old), 120.13 (nenacing in the first degree), 130.25 (rape in
the third degree), 130.30 (rape in the second degree), 130.35 (rape in
the first degree)., 130.65 (sexual abuse in the first degree), 130.66
(aggravated sexual abuse in the third degree)., 130.67 (aggravated sexua
abuse in the second degree), 130.70 (aggravated sexual abuse in the
first degree), 130.75 (course of sexual conduct against a child in the
first degree), 130.80 (course of sexual conduct against a child in the
second degree), 130.95 (predatory sexual assault), 130.96 (predatory
sexual assault against a child), 135.10 (unlawful inprisonment in the
first degree), 135.20 (kidnapping in the second degree), 135.25 (kidnap-

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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ping in the first degree) or 135.65 (coercion in the first degree) of
this chapter, or any attenpt or conspiracy to commit any of the forego-
ing crines, when the crine (a) constitutes a felony and (b) occurs on
school grounds. For purposes of this section, "school grounds" shal
nean (i) in or on or within any building, structure, athletic playing
field, playground or land contained within the real property boundary
line of a public or private nursery school, daycare facility, elenmenta-
ry, parochial, internediate, junior high, vocational, high school. trade
school, junior college, comunity college, college, university or other
institution of higher education, or (ii) any area accessible to the
public located wthin one thousand feet of the real property boundary
line conprising any such school or any parked autonobile or other parked
vehicle located within one thousand feet of the real property boundary
line conprising any such school. For the purposes of this section., "area
accessible to the public" shall nean sidewal ks, streets, parking lots,
parks, playgrounds, stores and restaurants.

2. Authorized sentence. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, when a person is convicted of a crine conmtted against a person on
school grounds which is aclass C D, or E felony, the crinme shall be
deened to be one category higher than the crine the person committed. or
attenpted or conspired to commit.

(b) Notwi thstanding any other provision of law, when a person is
convicted of a crine commtted against a person on school grounds which
is a class B fel ony:

(i) the maximumtermof the indeterm nate sentence nust be at | east
six vears if the defendant is sentenced pursuant to section 70.00 of
this article;

(ii) the termof the determ nate sentence nust be at | east eight years
if the defendant is sentenced pursuant to section 70.02 of this article;

(iii) the termof the deternmnate sentence nust be at least twelve
yvears if the defendant is sentenced pursuant to section 70.04 of this
article;

(iv) the mximumtermof the indeterm nate sentence nust be at |east
four vears if the defendant is sentenced pursuant to section 70.05 of
this article; and

(v) the maximumtermof the indeterm nate sentence or the termof the
deternmnate sentence nmust be at least ten years if the defendant is
sentenced pursuant to section 70.06 of this article.

§ 3. The highway law is anended by adding a new section 318 to read as
foll ows:

318. Assault and abduction free school zone signs. The state an
political subdivision of the state and any other public or private enti-
ty having jurisdiction over any highway within school grounds, as
defined in subdivision one of section 70.12 of the penal law, nmay. upon
the request of the appropriate school authority, place, cause to be
placed, or pernit to be placed within the right of way of such highway
signs indicating an assault and abduction free school zone.

8§ 4. This act shall take effect on the first of Septenber next
succeedi ng the date on which it shall have becone a | aw.




