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STATE OF NEW YORK

4529

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 6, 2025

Introduced by Sen. SCARCELLA- SPANTON -- read tw ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on Veterans, Hone-
land Security and Mlitary Affairs

AN ACT to amend the nmilitary law and the state finance law, in relation
to legal assistance for mlitary famlies

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The mlitary law is anended by adding a new section 15-a to
read as foll ows:

8 15-a. legal assistance for mlitary famlies. 1. The attorney gener-
al shall, in consultation with the adjutant general and the chair of the
board of trustees of the New York interest on |lawer account fund,
establish a nmlitary pro bono programto provide | egal assistance wth-
out charge to those in active nilitary service of the United States and
those nmlitary personnel who have been deployed for active duty other
than training, and their famly nenbers domiciled or stationed in the
state.

2. The assistance provided by such programshall include, but not be
limted to: (a) civil law (b) famly law, (c) estate planning; (d)
enploynent law, (e) inmmgration law, (f) debtor-creditor law, and (Qg)
mlitary adnministrative | aw

3. The attorney general and the adjutant general may apply for and
receive grants, gifts, donations, bequests, or other contributions to
support the military pro bono program and shall deposit such funds in
the New York interest on |lawer account fund, to be used exclusively for
|l egal assistance for mlitary famlies pursuant to paragraph c¢ of subdi -
vision three of section ninety-seven-v of the state finance | aw

4. The adjutant general shall establish a mlitary famly |ega
assistance advisory conmttee to include, anong others, representatives
fromeach of the |legal assistance offices on mlitary installations in
the state, the New York state bar association's conmmittee on veterans,
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the division of veterans' services, the office of court administration,
veterans service organizations, mlitary support organizations, and
organi zations involved in coordinating, supporting and delivering civil
legal aid and pro bono legal services in New York state. The conmittee
shall be co-chaired by the state judge advocate or their assistants, and
the chair of the board of trustees of the New York interest on |awer
account fund, or the <chair's designee., and shall provide advice and
assistance to the attorney general regarding programdesign, operation,
volunteer recruitment, support strategies, service delivery objectives
and priorities, and funding for the nmilitary pro bono program

5. The attorney general may promul gate rules and regul ati ons necessary
to effectuate the purposes of this section.

8§ 2. Paragraph ¢ of subdivision 3 of section 97-v of the state finance
| aw, as added by chapter 659 of the laws of 1983, is anmended to read as
foll ows:

c. The remaining funds shall be allocated for purposes related to the
i nprovenent of the administration of justice, including, but not linmted
to, legal assistance for nmilitary famlies pursuant to a mnmlitary pro
bono program established under section fifteen-a of the mlitary |aw,

the provision of civil legal services to groups currently underserved by
| egal services, such as the elderly and the disabled, and the enhance-
ment of civil legal services to the poor through innovative and cost-ef-

fective nmeans, such as volunteer |awer programs and support and train-
i ng services.
8§ 3. This act shall take effect imediately.



