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STATE OF NEW YORK

4498

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 6, 2025

Introduced by Sen. SALAZAR -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Local Government

AN ACT to anmend the general nunicipal |aw and the public officers |aw,
in relation to renoving the citizenship requirenent for police offi-
cers and firefighters

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "we too
serve NY act".

8§ 2. The general municipal lawis anended by adding a new section
209-h to read as foll ows:

§ 209-h. Citizenship requirenents of police officers and firefighters.
Not wi t hst andi ng any general , special or local |aw or adninistrative code
to the contrary, the Jlocal governing bodies of the several cities,
towns, villages, police and fire districts of the state are hereby
authorized to renpve, by local law, rule or ordinance, any citizenship
requirenents fromthe qualifications of police officers and firefight-
ers.

8§ 3. Subdivision 1 of section 3 of the public officers |aw, as anended
by chapter 251 of the laws of 2014, is anended to read as foll ows:

1. No person shall be capable of holding a civil office who shall not,
at the time [he—e+—she] such person shall be chosen thereto, have
attai ned the age of eighteen years, except that in the case of youth
boards, youth conmi ssions, recreation comm ssions, or community boards
in the city of New York only, nenbers of such boards or conmi ssions may
be wunder the age of eighteen years, but nust have attained the age of
si xteen years on or before appointnent to such youth board, youth
comm ssion, recreation comm ssion, or comunity board in the city of New
York, be a citizen of the United States or legally authorized to work in
the United States under federal |law, a resident of the state, and if it
be a local office, a resident of the political subdivision or rmunicipa

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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corporation of the state for which [khe—e+—she] such person shall be

chosen, or within which the electors electing [Bimerher] such person

reside, or wthin which [his—e+—her] such person's official functions

are required to be exercised] ——er——who—shall—havebeen—-or—shall—be
: L of olati , I . [ af F I )

gr—suppleomental—therete] .

8 4. Subdivision 1 of section 3-b of the public officers | aw, as sepa-
rately anmended by chapters 263 and 371 of the |aws of 2021, is anended
to read as follows:

1. No sheriff of a county, mayor of a city, or official, or other
persons authorized by law to appoint special deputy sheriffs, special
constables, marshals, police officers, or peace officers in this state,
to preserve the public peace or quell public disturbance, shall hereaft-
er, at the instance of any agent, society, association or corporation,
or otherw se, appoint as such special deputy, special constable,
mar shal , police officer, or peace officer, any person who shall not be a
citizen of the United States or legally authorized to work in the United
States under federal law and a resident of the state of New York, and
entitled to vote therein at the tine of [his] such person's appointnent,
and a resident of the same county as the mayor or sheriff or other offi-
ci al making such appoi ntrent; provided, however, that when, in the judg-
ment of a sheriff of a county except those counties within the city of
New York a situation exists which requires tenmporary additional assist-
ance, such sheriff may appoint special deputy sheriffs who are non-resi-
dents of the county but residents of the state of New York who shal
hold office until such tine as the appointing sheriff determnes that
the situation no |onger exists; and no person shall assunme or exercise
the functions, powers, duties or privileges incident and belonging to
the office of special deputy sheriff, special constables, narshal
police officer, or peace officer, without having first received [his]
appointnment in witing fromthe authority lawfully appointing [k such
person. Not hi ng herei n contai ned, however, shall apply to the appoint-
ment of a non-resident, as an energency special deputy sheriff, by the
sheriff of any county to act when such sheriff has declared a state of
speci al enmergency pursuant to the provisions of section two hundred
nine-f of the general municipal law Provided further, that any person
ot herwi se qualified who resides in either the county of Nassau or the
county of Suffolk may at the instance of a society for the prevention of
cruelty to animals be appointed as a peace officer by the appropriate
appointing official of either of such counties notw thstanding that such
appoi ntee does not reside in the same county as the appointing official
Provi ded, further, that any person qualified who resides in a county
adjacent to the county of Allegany may at the instance of the society
for the prevention of cruelty to animals for the county of Allegany be
appointed as a peace officer by the appropriate appointing official of
the county of Allegany. Provided, further, that any person qualified who
resides in a county adjacent to the county of Al bany nay at the instance
of the society for the prevention of cruelty to animals for the county
of Al bany be appointed as a peace officer by the appropriate appointing
official of the county of Al bany. Provided, further, that any person
otherwise qualified who resides in the county of Orange or Westchester
may at the instance of the society for the prevention of cruelty to
animals for the county of Rockland be appointed as a peace officer hy
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the appropriate appointing official of the county of Rockland. Provided,
further, that any person qualified who resides in a county adjacent to
the county of Putnam may at the instance of the society for the
prevention of «cruelty to animals for the county of Putnam be appointed
as a peace officer by the appropriate appointing official in the county
of Putnam Provided, further, that any person qualified who resides in a
county adjacent to the county of Mnroe may at the instance of the
Hurrene Soci ety of Rochester and Monroe County for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals, Inc., doing business as Lollypop Farm be appointed
as a peace officer by the appropriate appointing official in the county
of Monr oe.
8 5. This act shall take effect inmediately.



