OCOO~NOUIRAWNPEF

STATE OF NEW YORK

4431

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 4, 2025

Introduced by Sen. COWRIE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on | nsurance

AN ACT to anend the insurance law and the public health law, in relation
to access to health care providers in nanaged care pl ans

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Subsection (e) of section 4803 of the insurance |law, as
added by chapter 705 of the laws of 1996, is amended to read as foll ows:

(e) No insurer shall terminate or refuse to renew a contract for
participation in the in-network benefits portion of an insurer's network
for a managed care product solely because the health care professiona
has: (1) advocated on behalf of an insured; (2) [has] filed a conplaint
against the insurer; (3) [has] appeal ed a decision of the insurer; (4)
provided information or filed a report pursuant to section forty-four
hundred six-c of the public health law, [e+] (5) requested a hearing or
review pursuant to this section;_ or (6) rendered an opinion regarding
whether an insured's illness is term nal pursuant to section four thou-
sand eight hundred four of this article.

§ 2. Subsections (e) and (f) of section 4804 of +the insurance |aw,
subsection (e) as anended by section 9 of subpart B of part AA of chap-
ter 57 of the laws of 2022 and subsection (f) as added by chapter 705 of
the | aws of 1996, are anmended to read as foll ows:

(e) (1) If an insured's health care provider |eaves the insurer's
in-network benefits portion of its network of providers for a nanaged
care product for reasons other than those for which the provider would
not be eligible to receive a hearing pursuant to paragraph one of
subsection (b) of section |[#ferty—eight] four thousand eight hundred
three of this [ehapter] article, the insurer shall provide witten
notice to the insured of the provider's disaffiliation and permt the

insured to continue |[apr—engoihg——course—oftreatrent—wth] to receive

health care procedures, treatnents, and services from the insured's
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current health care provider during a transitional period of: (A [#he—
ty—days] one ear from the later of the date of the notice to the
insured of the provider's disaffiliation fromthe insurer's network or
the effective date of the provider's disaffiliation fromthe insurer's
network; [e~] (B) if the insured is pregnant at the tinme of the provid-
er's disaffiliation, the duration of the pregnancy and post-partum care
directly related to the delivery; or (C) a termnal illness or condi-
tion, until the time of such insured' s death.

(2) During the transitional period the health care provider shall: (A)
continue to accept reinbursenent fromthe insurer at the rates applica-
ble prior to the start of the transitional period, and continue to
accept the in-network cost-sharing fromthe insured, if any, as paynent
in full; (B) adhere to the insurer's quality assurance requirenents and
provide to the insurer necessary nedical information related to such
care; and (C) otherw se adhere to the insurer's policies and procedures
including, but not Ilimted to, procedures regarding referrals and
obt ai ni ng pre-authorization and a treatnent plan approved by the insur-
er.

(f) I'f a new insured whose health care provider is not a nenber of the
insurer's in-network benefits portion of the provider network enrolls in
the nmanaged care product, the insurer shall pernit the insured to
conti nue [an—enge+ng—eeu;se-eL—L#eaLn%a%—#w%#ﬂ to receive health care
procedures, treatnents, and services fromthe insured's current health
care provider during a transitional period of up to [sixty—days] one
year fron1the effectlve dat e of enrollnent or, if (1) the |nsured has a

dpsease——eF——eend+%+en] ternlnal |IIness or condltlon. untll the tInE of
such insured's death, or (2) the insured has entered the second trines-
ter of pregnancy at the tinme of enrollment, in which case the transi-
tional period shall include the provision of post-partum care directly
related to the delivery. If an insured elects to continue to receive
care from such health care provider pursuant to this [paragraph]
subsection, such care shall be authorized by the insurer for the transi-
tional period only if the health care provider agrees (A) to accept
rei mbursenment fromthe insurer at rates established by the insurer as
paynment in full, which rates shall be no nore than the |level of
rei mbursenent applicable to simlar providers wthin the in-network
benefits portion of the insurer's network for such services; (B) to
adhere to the insurer's quality assurance requirenents and agrees to
provide to the insurer necessary nedical information related to such
care; and (C) to otherwi se adhere to the insurer's policies and proce-
dures, including, but not limted to, procedures regarding referrals and
obtaining pre-authorization and a treatnent plan approved by the insur-

er. In no event shall this subsection be construed to require an insur-
er to provide coverage for benefits not otherw se covered or to di mnish
or inmpair pre-existing condition limtations contained within the

i nsured's contract.
§ 3. Section 4804 of the insurance |law is anended by adding two new
subsections (g) and (h) to read as foll ows:

(g) For the purposes of this section, the term "terminal illness or
condition" shall nean an illness or condition which, in the opinion of
the physician of the patient suffering from such termnal illness or

condition, is likely to cause or be a major contributing factor in caus-
ing such patient's death within three years

(h) Provider incentives (nonetary or otherwise) to a health care
provider relating to procedures, treatnents, or services pursuant to
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this section, which are intended to have the effect of inducing such
provider to provide care to an insured in a manner inconsistent wth
this section, are prohibited.

8 4. Paragraphs (e) and (f) of subdivision 6 of section 4403 of the
public health | aw, paragraph (e) as anended by section 10 of subpart B
of part AA of chapter 57 of the laws of 2022 and paragraph (f) as added
by chapter 705 of the laws of 1996, are anended to read as foll ows:

(e) (1) If an enrollee's health care provider |eaves the health nain-
tenance organi zation's network of providers for reasons other than those
for which the provider would not be eligible to receive a hearing pursu-
ant to paragraph a of subdivision two of section forty-four hundred
six-d of this [ehapter] article, the health nmaintenance organization
shall provide witten notice to the enrollee of the provider's disaffil-
iation and permt the enrollee to continue an [ergeirg—cotse—of—treat—
mept—wi-th] to receive health care procedures, treatnents, and services
from the enrollee's current health care provider during a transitiona
period of: (i) [#irety—days] one year fromthe |ater of the date of the
notice to the enrollee of the provider's disaffiliation fromthe organ-
i zation's network or the effective date of the provider's disaffiliation
from the organization's network[+] or (ii) if the enrollee is pregnant
at the time of the provider's disaffiliation, the duration of the preg-
nancy and post-partumcare directly related to the delivery, or (iii) if

the enrollee has a termnal illness or condition, until the tinme of such
enroll ee's death
(2) During the transitional period the health care provider shall: (i)

continue to accept reinbursement fromthe heal th maintenance organi za-
tion at the rates applicable prior to the start of the transitiona
period, and continue to accept the in-network cost-sharing fromthe

enrollee, if any, as paynent in full; (ii) adhere to the organization's
qual ity assurance requirenments and to provide to the organi zati on neces-
sary nedical information related to such care; and (iii) otherw se

adhere to the organi zation's policies and procedures, including but not
limted to procedures regarding referrals and obtaining pre-authoriza-
tion and a treatnent plan approved by the organization.

(f) If a new enroll ee whose health care provider is not a nenber of
the health nmaintenance organization's provider network enrolls in the
heal t h mai nt enance organization, the organization shall permt the
enrollee to continue [anRr—ongoing—course—of—t+reatrpnrt—w-th] to receive
health care procedures, treatnents, and services from the enrollee's
current health care provider during a transitional period of up to
[ sior—days] one year fromthe effective date of enrollnent, or if (i)
the enroll ee has a [Hte-threatenihg—disease—or—condition—-or—a—degenera—

] terminal illness or condition,
until the tinme of such enrollee's death, or (ii) the enrollee has
entered the second trimester of pregnancy at the effective date of
enroll nment, in which case the transitional period shall include the
provision of post-partumcare directly related to the delivery. |If an
enrol lee elects to continue to receive care from such health care
provider pursuant to this paragraph, such care shall be authorized by
the health mai ntenance organi zation for the transitional period only if
the health care provider agrees (A) to accept reinbursenent fromthe
heal t h mai nt enance organi zati on at rates established by the health nain-
t enance organi zation as paynment in full, which rates shall be no nore
than the level of reinbursenment applicable to simlar providers within
the health mai ntenance organi zation's network for such services; (B) to
adhere to the organization's quality assurance requirenents and agrees
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to provide to the organi zati on necessary nedical information related to
such care; and (C) to otherw se adhere to the organization's policies

and procedures, including, but not Ilimted to, procedures regarding
referrals and obtaining pre-authorization and a treatmnment plan approved
by the organization. |In no event shall this paragraph be construed to

require a health naintenance organi zation to provide coverage for bene-
fits not otherw se covered or to dinminish or inmpair pre-existing condi-
tion limtations contained within the subscriber's contract.

8 5. Section 4403 of the public health law is anmended by adding two
new subdi visions 10 and 11 to read as foll ows:

10. For the purposes of this section, "terminal illness or condition"
shall nmean an illness or condition which, in the opinion of the physi-
cian of the patient suffering fromsuch terminal illness or condition
is likely to cause or be a npjor contributing factor in causing such

patient's death within three years.

11. Provider incentives (nonetary or otherwise) to a health care
provider relating to procedures, treatnments, or services provided pursu-
ant to this section, which are intended to induce or have the effect of
i nduci ng _such provider to provide care to an enrollee in a manner incon-
sistent with this section, are prohibited.

8 6. Subdivision 5 of section 4406-d of the public health law, as
added by chapter 705 of the laws of 1996, is amended to read as foll ows:

5. No health care plan shall termnate a contract or enploynent, or
refuse to renew a contract, solely because a health care provider has:

(a) advocated on behalf of an enroll ee;

(b) filed a conplaint against the health care plan;

(c) appeal ed a decision of the health care plan;

(d) provided information or filed a report pursuant to section forty-
four hundred six-c of this article; [ef]

(e) requested a hearing or review pursuant to this section;, or

(f) rendered an opinion regarding whether a patient's illness is
term nal pursuant to section forty-four hundred three of this article.

8 7. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a law and shall apply to all contracts issued,
renewed, nodified or amended on and after such date.




