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STATE OF NEW YORK

4415

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 4, 2025

Introduced by Sen. MAY -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Cultural Affairs, Tourism
Par ks and Recreation

AN ACT in relation to enacting the "parks are growing act"”

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "parks are growi ng act".

8§ 2. The conmi ssioner of parks, recreation and historic preservation
shall, in conjunction with the comm ssioner of agriculture and markets
and the conmi ssioner of environmental conservation, conduct a |and
assessnent of New York state parks regarding the current condition of
such state parks, and shall develop and inplenent a plan for the
i ncreased use of such state parks for farm ng, gardening, and introduc-
tion of pollinator-friendly plant species across the state. Such |and
assessnent and plan shall include, but not be linited to:

1. An assessnent of suitable areas of land in each state park for
establishing floral and vegetabl e garden plots and introducing pollina-
tor-friendly plant species. The following criteria shall be considered
i n conducting such assessnents:

(a) locations easily accessible by wal king and/or car

(b) locations of continuously undisturbed, arable land of at |east
hal f an acre in size;

(c) locations with soil types suitable for growing flowers and crops;

(d) locations deenmed appropriate for plants native to the state,
conposed of a variety of nectar and pollen-rich flowers wth a wde
range and variety of shapes, sizes, and colors that bl ossom at various
ti mes throughout the year; and

(e) locations that will enhance enjoynent of the park by the genera
publi c;
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2. A map of each state park deened to have net the criteria under
subdi vi sion one of this section along with a sketch of the area deened
to have met such criteria and such park's estimated size;

3. For each state park, a list of the native plants and/or crops that
coul d be expected to grow in each such park, based upon the USDA Pl ant
Har di ness Zone Map for each region; and

4. A list of local organizations which may provide partnership in
service of the annual naintenance of each state park's garden plots.
Such organi zati ons nmay include but shall not be limted to:

(a) boys and girls clubs;

(b) girl scouts and scouting anerica

(c) local gardening clubs;

(d) senior living prograrns;

(e) BOCES prograns;

(f) Future Farmers of Anerica clubs; or

(g) 4-H gardening cl ubs.

8 3. The land assessnent directed to be conpl eted under section two of
this act shall be completed no |ater than one year after the effective
date of this act, when upon such date, the inplenentation of the plan
devel oped pursuant to section two of this act shall begin.

8 4. This act shall take effect immediately.



