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STATE OF NEW YORK

4372

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 4, 2025

Introduced by Sen. COWRIE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Agriculture

AN ACT to anend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to creating
an advi sory board on food safety protection and i nspection prograns in
the departnent of agriculture and narkets

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The agriculture and narkets law is anended by adding a new
section 26-a to read as fol |l ows:

8 26-a. Advisory board on departnent food safety protection and
inspection prograns. 1. There is hereby established in the departnent
an _advi sory board on food safety protection and inspection which shal
consist of thirteen nenbers. Seven nenbers shall be appointed by the
governor, including at least two representatives, with expertise in food
safety, from New York state research universities, one representative of
the retail food industry, one representative of the food nmanufacturing
or processing industry, and one farner. The speaker of the assenbly and
the tenporary president of the senate shall each have two appoint nents.
Each shall appoint a nenber who is a consuner or representative of
consuner interests and each will appoint a nmenber representing the food
industry. The minority leaders of the assenbly and the senate shal
each have one appointnent. 1In addition, representatives of the foll ow
ing agencies shall be invited to attend and participate in all neetings
of the advisory board and, at their option, shall be ex officio nenbers:

(a) a county or municipal health departnent;

(b) the U S. Food and Drug Adm nistration

(c) the U S. Departnment of Agriculture Food Safety |Inspection Service;
and

(d) the New York state departnent of health.

2. It shall be the duty of the advisory board hereby established to
advi se, counsel and confer with the conm ssioner on natters of policy in
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connection with the adninistration and enforcenent of laws and reqgu-
lations relating to food safety. The advisory board shall specifically
exani ne the adequacy of food safety protection and inspection by the
departnment and recommend necessary changes in adnmnistration and staff-
ing levels of food safety enforcenent activities to ensure t he
protection of the public's health. The advisory board shall review
existing and proposed state food safety laws and regulations and recom
nend to the commssioner, and the assenbly and senate chairs of the
agriculture and health comrittees, necessary changes or additions to
laws, reqgulations and departnent prograns to inprove food safety and the
effectiveness of the departnent's food safety inspection and enforcenent
activities.

3. The conmmissioner nmay detail fromtine to tine to the assistance of
the advisory board such enpl oyees of the departnent as the conm ssioner
deens necessary and shall provide necessary information and space for
neetings of the advisory board. The advisory board shall adopt rules
and regulations to govern its proceedings and keep a record of its neet-
ings and recomendati ons.

4. The advisory board shall neet at the call of the conm ssioner and
at such other tines as it may deem necessary and at such places as nay
be convenient. An initial neeting shall be held within thirty days
after all appointnments to such board are conpleted

§ 2. The appointnments to the advisory board on the departnment of agri-
culture and narkets food safety protection and inspection progranms
aut hori zed by section 26-a of the agriculture and markets | aw, as added
by section one of this act, shall be conpleted within 180 days of the
effective date of this act.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect immediately.




