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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

(Prefil ed)
January 8, 2025

I ntroduced by Sens. WALCZYK, BORRELLO -- read twi ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Environnenta
Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to
shorel i ne hardeni ng

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The environnental conservation |aw is amended by adding a
new section 16-0121 to read as foll ows:
8 16-0121. Shoreline hardening.

1. For purposes of this section, the following terns shall have the
fol l owi ng nmeani ngs:

(a) "Shoreline" shall nean the line along which a large body of water
neets the | and.

(b) "Shoreline resident" or "resident" shall nean any resident of the
state who owns property which is situated on a shoreline on Lake Ontario
or the St. Lawence River which is prone to fl ooding.

(c) "Shoreline hardening" shall nmean the process of adding nmaterials
or structures to property located on a shoreline on Lake Ontario or the
St. Lawence River in order to nininmze damage caused by fl oodi ng.

2. (a) The departnent shall provide oversight and assist wth the
inplenentation of shoreline hardening construction plans for shoreline
residents along Lake Ontario and the St. Lawence river. Shoreline resi-
dents shall work in conjunction with the departnent to develop a design
plan for each property located on a shoreline along Lake Ontario and the
St. lLawence river. Such design plan shall be subject to final approval
by the departnment prior to any construction work being commenced on a

property.
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b) The departnent shall be responsible for assisting and providing to
shoreline residents all necessary and required pernmits for all approved
shoreline hardeni ng proposals.

3. (a) Each shoreline resident shall be responsible for the costs
related to the inplenentation of their approved shoreline hardening
pl an.

(b) After a shoreline hardening plan has been inplenented and
conpl eted, the departnent shall ensure the conpleted work conplies wth
the departnent's approved pl an.

(c) If the departnent deternmines that the approved plans for shoreline
hardening have been satisfied, the departnent shall provide reinburse-
nent to each resident for up to fifty percent of such resident's shore-
| i ne hardening costs.

§ 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




