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STATE OF NEW YORK

3743

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 29, 2025

Introduced by Sens. CLEARE, BROUK, COONEY, GONZALEZ, GOUNARDES, HOYL-
MAN- SI GAL, MARTI NS, MAY, RAMOS, SANDERS, STAVISKY -- read tw ce and
ordered printed, and when printed to be comritted to the Conmittee on
Soci al Services

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to establishing a
co- navi gati on services programfor persons who are deaf-blind

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The social services law is anended by adding a new section
152-e to read as foll ows:

8 152-e. Co-navigation services program for persons who are deaf-
blind. 1. As used in this section, the following ternms shall have the
fol l owi ng neani ngs:

(a) "Communi cation node" includes comruni cation through:

(i) auditory anplification, such as through a personal hearing aid or
assistive listening device;

(ii) Anerican Sign Language or Signed English by both tactile and
vi sual neans; and

(iii) protactile |anguage.

(b) "Co-navigation services" neans services provided to a person who
is deaf-blind that assist the person to physically access the person's
environnent and to nmake inforned decisions. The termincludes providing
visual and environnmental information or sighted guide services and
assisting with conmmunication accessibility by communicating in the
preferred | anguage and conmuni cation node of the person who is deaf-
blind. The term does not include performng any of the following for the
person:

(i) providing personal care services to the person

(ii) conpleting ordinary errands for the person;

(iii) making decisions for the person

(iv) teaching or otherwi se instructing the person; or
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(v) interpreting for the person in a formal setting, including a
nedical, legal, or business setting.

(c) "Co-navigator" neans a person who is specially trained to provide
co-navi gation services.

(d) "Programt neans the deaf-blind co-navigation services program

(e) "Protactile |anguage" neans a nethod of conmunication based on
touch that is used by persons who are deaf-blind.

2. Notwithstanding any inconsistent provision of law, a socia
services district shall, in accordance with the provisions of this
section and regulations of the departnent, offer and provide a co-navi-
gation services programthrough which

(a) co-navigation services are provided by co-navigators; and

(b) the social services district reinburses the co-navigators for the
provision of the services fromfunds appropriated therefor.

3. The conmmissioner shall establish reinbursenent rates to be paid to
a co-navigator under the program The reinbursenent rates shall use a
tiered wage scale that is based on the co-navigator's:

(a) level of training in comunication nodes for persons who are deaf-
blind and in sighted guide-nobility technigues; and

(b) fluency and skill in communication nodes and si ghted gui de-nobili -
ty for persons who are deaf-blind.

4. A social services district shall ensure that quality co-navigation
services are provided under the program by:

(a) nonitoring the conpliance of co-navigators with programrul es;

b) devel opi ng fundi ng sources for the programthat are in addition to
state sources and will reduce reliance on the state sources for contin-
uation of the program and

(c) providing funding and technical assistance for training prograns
for:

(i) co-navigators under the progrant and

(ii) persons who are deaf-blind to enable those persons to effectively
use the services offered under the program

5. The commi ssioner may establish an advisory committee to advise the
conm ssion in devel oping and operating the program including operating
the programin a manner that ensures the efficient use of state npney.
The conmissioner shall determ ne the nunber of nenbers serving on the
advisory cocmmittee, which shall include persons who are deaf-blind and
ot her st akehol ders.

6. The conmi ssioner shall pronmulgate all rules and regul ati ons neces-
sary to:

(a) operate the programin a manner that is efficient and nBximzes
the nunber of persons served; and

(b) ensure that co-navigators receiving reinbursenent under the
program have adequate training to provide co-navigation services.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a law. Effective inmediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and
conpl eted on or before such effective date.




