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STATE OF NEW YORK

3578--A

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 28, 2025

Introduced by Sen. CLEARE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Agriculture -- conmittee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted
to said committee

AN ACT to anend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to requir-
ing the departnment of agriculture and markets to facilitate and expand
an initiative to pronote opportunities for farmownership to farners
who are bl ack, indigenous and people of color

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative intent and findings. The |egislature finds that
bl ack, indigenous and people of color farners nake up approxi mately 2.1%
of all farnmers in New York state. Using data fromthe 2017 census, that
means that only 1,228 out of 57,865 farmers were bl ack, indigenous, and
people of color. It is the intent of the legislature to diversify the
profession of farming within the state and to encourage bl ack, indige-
nous, and people of color to pursue farm ownership.

8§ 2. Section 16 of the agriculture and markets law is anended by
addi ng a new subdi vision 53 to read as foll ows:

53. Facilitate and expand, with financial and technical support, an
initiative to pronote opportunities for farmownership to farners who
are black, indigenous and people of color. The departnment shall pronote
products and services fromfarnmers who are bl ack, indigenous, and people
of color and establish opportunities for farmownership for such farm

ers. A report shall be provided triennially to the governor and the
legislature detailing information including, but not J|imted to, the
type of initiatives undertaken, the funding distributed by region, the
percentage of farnms owned by farners who are black, indigenous, and

people of color by region, and the various products distributed to and
from each region

8 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
LBD08105-02-5



