OCO~NOUIRA,WNPEF

STATE OF NEW YORK

3369

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 27, 2025

Introduced by Sens. SKOUFIS, GOUNARDES, JACKSON, LIU, RAMOS, RHOADS,
STAVI SKY -- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be
conmitted to the Conmittee on Finance

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to allow ng for students
i n postsecondary education experience or transition programto receive
awards fromthe tuition assistance program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 602 of the education law is anended by adding a new
subdivision 5 to read as foll ows:

5. The commissioner shall pronulgate rules and regulations allow ng
for students enrolled in an approved postsecondary education experience
or transition programto receive financial assistance fromthe tuition
assi stance program

8 2. Section 667 of the education law is amended by adding a new
subdi vision 4 to read as foll ows:

4, Post secondary education experience or transition prograns. a.
Not wi t hst andi ng subdi vi si ons one, two and three of this section, the
president shall make awards to students with intellectual disabilities

in approved postsecondary education experience or transition prograns in
the sane manner as students enrolled in an approved program at a
degree-granting institution including the sane incone linits and awards
for each vear.

b. An approved postsecondary education experience or transition
progr am shal |

(i) serve students with intellectual disabilities;

(ii) provide individual supports and services for the academ ¢ and
social inclusion of students with intellectual disabilities in acadenic
courses, extracurricular activities, and other aspects of the institu-
tion of higher education's regul ar postsecondary program

(iii) provide a focus on:

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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(A) academ c enrichnent;

(B) socialization;

(Q) independent living skills, including self-advocacy skills; and

(D) integrated work experiences and career skills that |ead to gainful
enpl oynent ;

(iv) integrate person-centered planning in the devel opnent of the
course of study for each student with an intellectual disability;

(v) create and offer a nmeaningful credential for students with intel-
lectual disabilities upon the conpletion of the postsecondary education
experience or transition program and

(vi) be a federally approved conprehensive transition and postsecon-
dary program

c. For the purposes of this subdivision, "students with intellectua
disabilities" shall nean a student with an inpairnent of general intel-
|l ectual functioning or adaptive behavior which constitutes a substanti al
handicap to the student's ability to function normally in society and
which has originated at any point in the student's |ife.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




