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STATE OF NEW YORK

2632

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 22, 2025

Introduced by Sen. JACKSON -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Fi nance

AN ACT to anend the public authorities law, in relation to enacting the
"solar for schools act"; providing for the repeal of such provisions
upon expiration thereof; and nmaki ng an appropriation therefor

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "solar for schools act".

§ 2. The public authorities law is anended by adding a new section
1885 to read as foll ows:

8§ 1885. Solar and geothermal for schools grant program 1. For the
pur poses of this article, the following terns shall have the follow ng
nmeani ngs:

(a) "Eligible applicant” shall nean a public school district and shal
include school districts |ocated in di sadvantaged comunities as defined
in section 75-0101 of the environnental conservation |aw.

(b) "Eligible project costs" shall nean any costs related to the
purchase and installation of equipnent and any other costs related to a
solar or geothernml energy project.

(c) "Programl’ shall nean the solar and geothermal for schools grant
program est abli shed pursuant to subdivision two of this section

(d) "Qualified provider" shall nean a person or business that can
evaluate, recommend. design, inplenment and install a solar or geothernal
energy project.

(e) "School facility" shall nean an educational building and surround-
ing prenises owned by an eligible applicant.

(f) "Solar energy or geothermal project" shall nean a project at a
public school facility related to photovoltaic, solar thermal, geother-
nal, or any conbination of the above devices that convert, transfer, or
store solar energy, geothermal energy, or both in or into usable forns

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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of thermal energy, electric energy, or both. Projects shall not include
power purchase agreenents.

(g) "Solar or geothernal facility site assessnent” shall nean an eval -
uation of a school facility perforned by a qualified provider to ascer-
tain whether a school facility is capable of supporting a solar energy
or geothermal project and estinmates of the ampunts by which an eligible
applicant's energy or operating costs will be reduced by a solar or
geot hernmal energy project.

2. (a) The authority, in coordination with the New York power authori -
ty, shall establish a solar and geothernmal for schools grant programfor
eligible applicants on a conpetitive basis.

(b) A grant awarded to an eligible applicant pursuant to this section
shall be eligible for fifty percent of project costs related to a solar
or geothernmal energy project. Program funds shall be disbursed to
accepted applicants before work begins. Applicants shall include esti-
mates of other funding that they have received or expect to receive for
the project, such as funding fromthe federal Inflation Reduction Act of
2022, and the program shall not provide funding such that outside fund-
ing exceeds the total costs of the project. If applicants receive fund-
ing such that other funding exceeds the total project costs, they shal
return the excess to the state.

(c) The authority when awarding grants pursuant to this section shal
have the foll owi ng powers and duties, including. but not limted to:

(i) establishing guidelines necessary to inplenent this article;

ii) establishin rocesses through which eligible applicants nna
apply for grant noney:

(iii) developing standards for the conduct of a solar or geothernal
facility site assessnent;

(iv) providing technical assistance to eligible applicants as appro-
priate, including. but not linmted to, maintaining a list of qualified

providers;
v) devel opi ng educational nmaterial about usin ur chasin financin

and mai ntai ni ng solar or geothermal energy projects;

(vi) developing a financial risk and savings report that all solar or
geot hermal enerqgy projects approved under this article shall utilize and
update nonthly for use by eligible applicants, and such report shall

(A be submitted quarterly and posted publicly on the authority's
website; and

(B) contain the following infornmation., including, but not |limted to:

(1) the total cost of the solar or geothermal energy project before
any deducti bl e amunts;

(2) the total cost of the solar or geothernal energy project after any
deducti bl e anpunts:;

(3) an analysis of energy and cost savings, including a calculation of
the Kkilowatts produced by the solar or geothernnl energy project nmulti-
plied by the current cost of electricity per kilowatt hour, subtracted
from the total cost of electricity during the sane billing period from
the previous year;

4) solar renewabl e ener credit sales and savings; and

(5) operation and nai ntenance costs; and

(vii) providing infornation related to funding opportunities through
the federal Inflation Reduction Act of 2022.

(d) An eligible applicant shall subnit an application on a formand in
a manner as determ ned by the authority. Such application shall include
the foll ow ng:
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(i) the results of a solar or geothermal facility site assessnent
conducted by a qualified provider;

(ii) estimtes of other funding that the applicant has received or
expect to receive for the project, such as funding from the federa
Inflation Reduction Act of 2022;:

(iii) an affidavit stating that a contractor or subcontractor perform
ing construction, reconstruction, denplition, or repair on a solar or
geot hermal energy project funded under this article where such contrac-
tor or subcontractor states:

(A) such contractor or subcontractor possesses all valid |licenses,
registrations or certificates required by the federal governnent, the
state of New York or local municipality that is necessary to do business
or _perform applicabl e work;

(B) such contractor or subcontractor possesses certificates for work-
ers' conpensation, unenploynent insurance, and liability insurance;

(C) such contractor or subcontractor has not defaulted on a project,
decl ared bankruptcy, been debarred, or suspended on a project by the
federal governnent, the state of New York or any local nunicipality
within the previous three vears:;

(D) such contractor or subcontractor has not been convicted of a
m sdeneanor or felony relating to the perfornance or operation of the
business of the contractor or subcontractor within the previous ten

years; and
(E) such contractor or subcontractor has conpleted a mninum of the

United States federal occupational safety and health adm nistration's
ten-hour safety training course or simlar training sufficient to
prepare workers for any hazards that may be encountered during such
contractor's or subcontractor's work; and

(iv) prior to the tine period established by the authority to submit

an application, the authority shall solicit and fulfill requests for
techni cal assistance fromeligible applicants.
(e) Each applicant shall seek funding under the federal Inflation

Reduction Act of 2022 unless that funding no |onger exists.
(f) Al solar energy or geothernml projects subject to this section

shall be deened public work and subject to and perforned in accordance
with articles eight and nine of the |labor law. Each contract for such
renewabl e energy generating project shall contain a provision that such
projects may only be undertaken pursuant to a project |abor agreenent.
For purposes of this section, "project labor agreenent" shall nean a
pre-hire collective bargaining agreenent between the authority, or a
third party on behalf of the authority, and a bona fide building and
construction trade |abor organization establishing the |abor organiza-
tion as the collective bargaining representative for all persons who
will performwork on a public work project, and which provides that only
contractors and subcontractors who sign a pre-negotiated agreenent with
the labor organization can performproject work. Al contractors and
subcontractors associated with this work shall be required to utilize
apprenticeship agreenents as defined by article twenty-three of the
lLabor | aw._

(g) The authority shall include requirenents in any procurenent or
devel opnent of a solar energy or geothermal project, as defined in this
section, that the conponents and parts shall be produced or made in

whole or substantial part in the United States, its territories or
possessions. The authority's president and chief executive officer., or
designee may waive the procurenent and devel opnent requirenents set
forth in this paragraph if such official deternmnes that: the require-
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ments would not be in the public interest; the requirenents would result
in unreasonable costs; obtaining such infrastructure conponents and
parts in the United States would increase the cost of a renewable energy
generating project by an unreasonable anount; or such conponents or
parts cannot be produced. made, or assenbled in the United States in
sufficient and reasonably available quantities or of satisfactory quali -
ty. Such determnation nust be nmade on an annual basis no later than
Decenber thirty-first, after providing notice and an opportunity for
public comment, and such deternination shall be nmade publicly avail abl e,
in witing, on the authority's website with a detailed explanation of
the findings leading to such determination. If the authority's president
and chief executive officer, or designee, has issued determi nations for
three consecutive years finding that no such waiver is warranted pursu-
ant to this paragraph, then the authority shall no longer be required to
provide the annual deternination required by this paragraph

(h) (i) Nothing in this section shall alter the rights or benefits,
and privileges, ncluding, but not linmted to terns and conditions of

enploynent, civil service status, and collective bargaining unit
nenbership, of any current enpl oyees of a public school
(ii) Nothing in this article shall result in: (A the discharge

di splacenent., or loss of position, including partial displacenent such
as a reduction in the hours of non-overtine work, wages, or enploynent
benefits; (B) the inpairnent of existing collective bargaining agree-
nents; (C) the transfer of existing duties and functions; or (D) the
transfer of future duties and functions, of any currently enployed work-
er of the state or any agency, public school, public authority or the
state university of New York.

(i) The authority shall develop a rubric to prioritize the grant
awards pursuant to this section. Such rubric shall consider all the
fol |l ow ng:

(i) the geographical disbursenent of grants throughout the state of
New York based on applications received

ii) the anpunt of solar or geothernal ener rojected to be produced
relative to the existing energy usage at the school facility proposed
for the solar or geothermal energy project:;

(iii) whether the eligible applicant qualifies for the |ow.incone
conmmunities bonus credit program established under the federal Inflation
Reduction Act of 2022;

(iv) whether such eligible applicant is located within a di sadvant aged
community as defined in section 75-0101 of the environnental conserva-
tion | aw,

(V) the projected average annual nunber of days with maxi mum t enper -
atures above ninety degrees Fahrenheit in the year two thousand fifty;

(vi) the percentage of classroons wthout air conditioning at the
school facility proposed for the solar or geothernal energy project;

(vii) the general emission reduction opportunity presented by the
solar or geotherm c energy project; and

(viii) asthna rates in the area where such eligible applicant is
| ocat ed.

(J) The authority nmay use up to three percent of the npney appropri-
ated for the programto pay for the direct costs associated wth the
adnm nistration of the program including providing technical assistance
to eligible applicants.

(k) Wthin amounts appropriated therefor and based on availability of
funds, beginning with the academ c year following the effective date of
this section, and annually thereafter until the end of the two thousand
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thirty-five--two thousand thirty-six acadenic year, awards shall be
granted to applicants for the solar and geothernmal for schools grant
program the authority has determned are eligible to receive such
awar ds.

8 3. The sum of five hundred mllion dollars ($500,000,000), or so
much thereof as nmay be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the New York
state energy research and devel opment authority out of the nobneys in the
state treasury in the general fund to the credit of the solar and geoth-
ermal school s grant program not otherw se appropriated, and nade i mre-
diately available, for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of
this act. Such noneys shall be payable on the audit and warrant of the
conptroller on vouchers certified or approved by the New York state
energy research and devel opnent authority in the nanner prescribed by
| aw.

8 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2025 and shall expire 10 years
after such effective date when upon such date the provisions of this act
shall be deened repeal ed. Effective i medi ately, the addition, anendnent
and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation
of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and
conmpl eted on or before such date.




