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STATE OF NEW YORK

2574

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 21, 2025

Introduced by Sen. ORTT -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on El ections

AN ACT to anend the election |law and the vehicle and traffic law, in
relation to requiring a valid government issued photo identification
card to be presented when casting a ball ot

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 8-303 of the election |law, as added by chapter 420
of the laws of 2004, subparagraph 1 of paragraph (b) of subdivision 3 as
amended by chapter 160 of the laws of 2005, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

§ 8-303. [#rtial—voter] Voter identification. 1. Applicability. Each

board of elections, in a uniform and nondiscrimnatory manner, shal
require a voter to neet the requirenents of subdivision two of this
section [+H—

(o) the i ndividual . . T I o

2. Requirenents. (a) In general. An individual neets the requirenents
of this subdivision if the individual:

(1) in the case of an individual who votes in person[———-]. presents
to the appropriate election inspector, clerk or coordinator a current
and valid governnent issued photo identification[:—e+

GFh}——pLesenLs—L9—+he—appL9pf+gLe—eL9e++en—+nspee%e*T—eLeLk—eL—seeLdL—

addpeés—éi;éhe;¥éLe;]; or

(2) in the case of an individual who votes by mail, submits in the
outer envelope with the envel ope containing the ballot[—&] a copy of
a current and valid governnent issued photo identification[—e+

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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(3) A valid and current governnent issued photo identification shal
include: a New York state driver's |license or non-driver ID. a United
States passport; an identification card issued by a United States educa-
tional institution; a United States mlitary identification card; a
governnent issued nedical card or any identification card issued by the
United States or the state of New York.

(b) Fail-safe votlng (1) An individual who desires to vote in person,
but [w
o—e—this—subdior-si-er] does not possess a current and valld dovernnent
i ssued photo identification, may cast an affidavit ball ot [ —ard—retwth-—
standi-rg—thi-s—sectionr—of—taw—such]. Such affidavit ballot shall be duly
cast and counted[———e¥en——theugh——suGh——+nd+¥+dua#——dees——ne%—#ee%—%he

aauiram -]

provi ded such |nd|V|duaI castlng such baIIot is an otherw se ellglble
voter pursuant to law, provided further that the individual produces to
the local board of elections a valid and current governnent issued photo
identification wthin three days of casting that ballot and that such

bal | ot otherw se conplies with the requirenments of |aw
(2) An |nd|V|duaI who desires to vote by nmail but who does not [seet

s+on] possess a current and valld dovernnent |ssued phot o |dent|f|ca—
tion may cast such a ballot by nmail and such ballot shall be duly cast
and count ed[ —hRetwi-t-hstardi-rg—this—sestion] provided [the—voter—s
]. that the | ocal

board of elections determnes the validity of the ballot by mail and
that such ball ot otherwi se conplies with the requirenents of |aw

3. Inapplicability. Subdivisions one and two of this section shall not
apply in the case of a person: (a) who registers to vote by mil and
submts as part of such registration [either—

5] a copy of a current and valid governnent issued photo identifica-
tion; or

(b) [é;}] who registers to vote by mail and submts with such regis-
tration either:

[65] (1) a driver's license or a departnent of notor vehicles non-
driver photo |ID nunber; or

[6-] (2) at least the last four digits of the individual's social
security nunber; and [£2] wth respect to whom a local board of
el ections matches the information submtted under [subparagraph—one—ot]
this paragraph with an existing state identification record bearing the
nunber, name and date of birth of such voter; [e+] and

] (3) __such person is entltled to vote by absentee

bal | ot under the Uni fornmed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (42
US. C 1973ff-1 et seq.); and

[2-] (4) such person is provided the right to vote otherwise than in
person under section 3 (b) (2) (B) (ii) of the Voting Accessibility for
the Elderly and Handi capped Act (42 U S.C 1973ee-1 (b) (2) (B) (ii));
or

[3>] (5) is entitled to vote otherwi se than in person under any other
federal |aw
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8§ 2. Subdivision 2 of section 491 of the vehicle and traffic lawis
anended by addi ng a new paragraph (f) to read as foll ows:
(f) Any adult citizen whose incone qualifies themfor Medicaid, as

verified in witing by the county's departnment of social services, shal

not be required to pay any fee for an identification card. This

provi sion shall not apply to identification cards described in paragraph

(e) of this subdivision, which can be used for certain border crossings.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect inmmediately.



