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STATE OF NEW YORK

2388

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 17, 2025

Introduced by Sen. FELDER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Transportation

AN ACT to anmend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to requiring
vehicle inspection renewal notification thirty days prior to expira-
tion

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivisions (a) and (b) of section 306 of the vehicle and
traffic I aw, as anended by chapter 608 of the laws of 1993, are anended
and a new subdivision (g) is added to read as foll ows:

(a) The commi ssioner shall suspend or prohibit the renewal of the
registration of any notor vehicle for which a certificate or certif-
icates of inspection has or have not been obtained as required by this
article, or the regulations pronulgated thereunder, or which is not
repaired within the period designated under subdivision (b) of section
three hundred four of this article [&b)+]; provided however, the comm s-
sioner shall waive the requirenent for any repairs to an em ssions
system beyond the expenditure amount permtted by federal |aw and regu-
| ati ons once the amount has been expended, and provided further that the

comm ssi oner shal | provide for suitable notice of an inpending
inspection expiration in accordance wth subdivision (g) of this
section. The conmi ssioner shall provide for an appeal froma determ -
nation related to a request that the repair requirenent be waived. No
such notice or waiver shall apply to classes of vehicles for which such
wai ver woul d be prohibited pursuant to a final decree of a federa
court.

(b) No notor vehicle shall be operated or parked on the public high-
ways of this state unless a certificate or certificates of inspection,
as required by this article, is or are displayed upon the vehicle or
affixed to the registration certificate for the vehicle as may be deter-
m ned by the comn ssioner. The conm ssioner may, by regul ation, provide
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for a tenporary indicia of inspection to be placed on a notor vehicle
which shall be valid as a certificate of inspection for a period not to
exceed fifteen days upon the loss, theft, mnmutilation or destruction of a
certificate of inspection. Any violation of this section that occurs
while a notor vehicle is parked on the public highways of this state

shall constitute a parking violation. Every agreenent for the | ease or
rental of a notor vehicle for a period of not nore than thirty days
shal |l be deened to provide that the | essor of such vehicle shall, in all

respects, be substituted for the |essee or any person operating the
vehicle in conformity with the | ease or rental agreenent in connection
with any charge of wviolating this section, provided that any sumons
i ssued to the operator for violation of this section is turned over to
the lessor. A violation of this subdivision shall be punishable by a
fine of not less than fifty nor nore than one hundred dollars for a
first offense, and by a fine of not less than fifty nor nore than two
hundred dollars or by inprisonment for not nore than fifteen days, or by
both such fine and inprisonnment, for each subsequent offense; provided
however, that if the vehicle bears a certificate or certificates of
inspection which was or were valid within sixty days, such violations
shall be punishable by a fine of not less than twenty-five nor nore than
fifty dollars; and provided further, that if a personal use passenger
notor vehicle bears a certificate or certificates of inspection which
was or were valid within the past five days it shall be an affirmative
defense to such violation and no violation shall have occurred; and
provided further that iif [#+he] such vehicle bears a certificate or
certificates of inspection which was or were valid within [thedast] no
fewer than six days and no nore than sixty days, such violation shall be
puni shable by a fine of not less than twenty-five nor nore than fifty
dol | ars.

(g) (1) The conmissioner shall notify every owner of a personal use
passenger nptor vehicle registered in this state that their vehicle
inspection is subject to expiration thirty days before such expiration
Such notice may be provided electronically to an owner of such notor
vehicle who has affirmatively consented or requested to be contacted by
electronic neans of comunication in a form prescribed by the comi s-
sioner, or upon deternmination that sufficient appropriations are avail-
able, by mailing of such notice to the address of an owner of such notor
vehicle who has not affirmatively consented to conmuni cation by el ec-
troni ¢ neans.

(2) The renewal notification shall include wthout Jlimtation the
following details: (i) a brief description of the notor vehicle that has
an_inspection that needs to be renewed, including the vehicle owner's
name _and residence, together with the plate designation and the plate
type as shown by the reqgistration plates of such vehicle and the expira-
tion date; the make or npodel, and body type of such vehicle; the nane
and factory nunber of such vehicle, and such other facts as the conmm s-
sioner shall require;

(ii1) notification that such inspection shall expire at the end of the
current nonth; and

(iii) such additional facts or evidence as the conm ssioner nmay
require in connection with the formof the notification.

(3) The conmissioner shall reqgister the notifications sent regarding
such nptor vehicles and shall maintain a record of such notifications
and the addresses to which such notifications were sent. The production
of a copy of a notice issued by the departnent, together with an elec-
tronically-generated record of entry of such notice upon the appropriate
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ower's registration file of the departnment and an affidavit by an
enpl oyee designated by the conm ssioner as having responsibility for the
i ssuance of such notice issued by the departnent setting forth the
procedure for the issuance and the nmailing of such notice at the address
of such person on file with the departnent. including electronic address
or telephone nunber for owners who have affirmatively consented to
conmuni cation by electronic neans., shall be presunptive evidence that
such notice of inspection expiration was produced and nmailed in accord-
ance with such procedures.

(4) The commi ssioner nay pronul gate such regul ations and procedures as
shall be necessary to effectuate the provisions of this subdivision

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the first of April next succeeding
the date on which it shall have beconme a |law. Effective i mediately, the
addi tion, anendnment and/or repeal of any rule or regul ation necessary
for the inmplenmentation of this act on its effective date are authorized
to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.




