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STATE OF NEW YORK

2324

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 16, 2025

Introduced by Sens. COWRIE, JACKSON, RAMOS -- read twi ce and ordered
printed, and when printed to be comritted to the Conmittee on Corpo-
rati ons, Authorities and Conm ssions

AN ACT to anend the public authorities |aw and the public lands law, in
relation to the sale or transfer of certain real property by the state
or public authorities

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 2897 of the public authorities law is amended by
addi ng a new subdivision 8 to read as foll ows:

8. Conptroller and attorney general approval of contracts. a. Negoti -
ated contracts for the disposal of real property with an estimated fair
market value in excess of tw hundred fifty thousand dollars to a
private entity shall require supervision in the formof prior review and
approval of such contracts and any such contract entered into shall be
submtted to the conptroller and the attorney general for their approval
and shall not be a valid enforceable contract unless it shall first have
been so approved. The conptroller, in consultation with the attorney
general , shall pronulgate such rules and regulations as nay be necessary
to carry out their responsibilities under this section, including but
not limted to the standards for approving contracts subject to this
subdi vi si on.

b. Where a contract is subject to nmandatory review by the conptroller
and the attorney general pursuant to paragraph a of this subdivision,
the vendor public authority shall include or cause to be included in
each such <contract a provision informng the other party that such
contract is subject to the conptroller's and the attorney general's
approval pursuant to this subdivision and the conptroller's authority to
supervise the accounts of public corporations. If the conptroller and
the attorney general have not approved or disapproved any contract
subject to their approval wthin ninety days of subnission to their
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respective office, such contract shall becone valid and enforceable
w t hout such approval

8 2. The public lands law is amended by adding a new section 33-a to
read as foll ows:

§ 33-a. Conptroller and attorney general approval of private sale
contracts. 1. To the extent a public sale is not required and a negoti -
ated contract for the disposal of unappropriated state lands with an
estimated fair market value in excess of one hundred thousand dollars to
a private entity is deened authorized by the provisions of this article
or any other provision of law, rule or regulation, such negotiated
contract shall require supervision in the formof prior review and
approval of such contract and any such contract entered into shall be
submtted to the conptroller and the attorney general for their approval
and shall not be a valid enforceable contract unless it shall first
have been so approved. The conptroller, in consultation with the attor-
ney general, shall pronulgate such rules and requlations as may be
necessary to carry out their responsibilities wunder this section,
including but not Ilimted to the standards for approving contracts
subject to this subdivision.

2. \Were a contract is subject to nmandatory review by the conptroller
and the attorney general pursuant to subdivision one of this section,
the vendor shall include or cause to be included in each such contract a
provision informng the other party that such contract is subject to the
conptroller's and the attorney general's approval pursuant to this

section. If the conptroller and the attorney general have not approved
or di sapproved any contract subject to their approval within ninety days
of submission to their respective office, such contract shall becone

valid and enforceable wi thout such approval.

3. The provisions of this section shall be effective notwithstanding
the provisions of any other general or special law relating to the
di sposal of lands belonging to the state, and any such statute or parts
thereof relating to such disposal of state lands insofar as they are
inconsistent with the provisions of this section are hereby superseded.

8 3. Subdivision 4 of section 3 of the public |ands |aw, as amended by
chapter 672 of the laws of 2019, is amended to read as foll ows:

4. a. Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter or other
statute, the conm ssioner of general services, upon the application of
any state departnment, or a division, bureau or agency thereof, or upon
the application of any state agency, may transfer to such state depart-
ment, division, bureau, or agency, or state agency, the jurisdiction
over any | ands, including |ands under water, abandoned canal [ands and
salt springs reservation |land, upon such terns and conditions as the
comm ssi oner may deemjust and proper and upon the consent of the
departnent, or a division, bureau or agency thereof, or any state agen-
cy, already having jurisdiction over such |Iands and notw t hstandi ng any
ot her provision of this chapter or other statute, authority to give such
consent is hereby conferred upon the head of any such state departnent,
or a division, bureau or agency thereof, or any state agency; provided,
however, that iif the conm ssioner of general services determ nes that
any such | and under the jurisdiction of any state departnment, or a divi-
sion, bureau or agency thereof, or any state agency other than a public
authority or public benefit corporation is under utilized or is not
being utilized in a manner consistent with the best interests of the
state, such conmi ssioner may on [his] their own initiative, and w thout
the application or consent referred to above but subject to the proce-
dure and review provided in section two-a of this article, transfer the
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jurisdiction over such land to any other state departnment, or a divi-
sion, bureau or agency thereof, or any other state agency other than a
public authority or public benefit corporation.

b. Should such | and be under the jurisdiction of the office of mental
health or the office for people wth developnental disabilities upon
which a community residential facility for the disabled as defined in
section 41.34 of the nental hygiene |law exists, the comm ssioner of
general services shall, prior to transferring the jurisdiction over such
land to any other state departnent, or a division, bureau or agency
thereof, or any other state agency other than a public authority or
public benefit corporation offer such land for sale at public auction
pursuant to section thirty-three of this chapter; provided, however,
that the provisions of section four hundred six of the eninent donain
procedure |l aw shall apply to such property.

c. No transfer of land, as described in this subdivision, or grant or
conveyance of land to a public authority or public benefit corporation
shall be deenmed valid unless notice is provided in witing to each
nenber of the legislature in whose district any portion of the |and
subject to the proposed transfer is located. Such notice shall provide
a description of the land, identification of the proposed transferor and
transferee state departnents, divisions, bureaus, agencies, state agen-
cies, public authorities or public benefit corporations and the terns
and conditions of the proposed transfer. Unless within thirty days from
the date such notice is given, a nenber of the legislature entitled to
notice pursuant to this paragraph objects to such proposed action, the
comni ssioner _of general services may effect such transfer of jurisdic-
tion. If within thirty days of the giving of such notice, a nenber of
the legislature entitled to notice pursuant to this paragraph objects to
the action proposed by the conmi ssioner of general services by filing
notice to such effect with the conm ssioner of general services, such
proposed action shall be reviewed by the director of the budget and the
secretary of state. They shall affirmor reverse the proposed action by
the conmi ssioner and that decision shall be final. If they affirmthe
proposed action or fail to render a determnation within six nonths of
the date of the notice, the conmissioner nmay thereupon effect such
transfer.

8 4. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw.




