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January 8, 2025

I ntroduced by Sen. HOYLMAN SI GAL -- read twice and ordered printed, and
when printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic |law and the adm nistrative code
of the city of New York, in relation to registration and conmerci al
operation of electric assist bicycles

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The vehicle and traffic lawis amended by adding a new
section 1244 to read as foll ows:

8§ 1244. Registration of bicycles with electric assist. 1. Every bicy-
cle with electric assist as defined in section one hundred two-c of this
chapter which is used for commercial purposes shall be registered and
issued a nunber plate by the departnent. No person shall operate a bicy-
cle with electric assist for commercial purposes unless such bicycle
with electric assist shall have a distinctive nunber assigned to it by
the conm ssioner and a nunber plate issued by the conmissioner with a
nunber corresponding to that of the certificate of registration

2. Such nunber plates shall be of such material, form design and
di rensions and contain or set forth such distinguishing nunber or other
identification marks as the commissioner shall prescribe, provided,
however, that there shall be at all tines a narked contrast between the
color of the nunber plates and that of the nunerals or letters thereon.

3. Each such nunber plate shall be conspicuously displayed on the rear
of the bicycle, securely fastened so as to prevent the sane from sw ng-
ing.

4. The fee for such nunber plates shall be determined by the commis-
si oner.

8 2. Subdivision 5 of section 1242 of the vehicle and traffic lawis
anended by addi ng a new paragraph (c) to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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(c) Wiere there is a violation of this subdivision by an operator of a
bicycle with electric assist who is enployed or retained as an independ-
ent contractor to deliver goods in comrerce, while in the course of such
comrercial use, the enployer, or owner of the business whose goods are
being delivered, or a third-party delivery platformwhich arranged such
delivery, shall be liable for any fine inposed for such violation.

8§ 3. Subdivisions a and g of section 10-157 of the adm nistrative code
of the city of New York, subdivision a as amended by | ocal |aw nunber 91
of the city of New York for the year 2017 and subdivision g as anended
by local |aw nunber 151 of the city of New York for the year 2023, are
amended to read as foll ows:

a. For purposes of this section and section 10-157.1, the follow ng
terns have the foll ow ng nmeanings:

Bi cycl e. The term "bicycle" has the sane neaning as in section 19-176,
and also nmeans any wheel ed device propelled exclusively by human power
as well as any notor-assisted device [that—s—not——capable—of—Dbeing
rogi-steorod—bythe New York state departpent—ot—npteor—vehicles] .

Bicycle operator. The term "bicycle operator"” means a person who
delivers packages, parcels, papers, or articles of any type by bicycle
on behalf of a business using a bicycle for comercial purposes and who
is paid by such business.

Busi ness using a bicycle for commercial purposes. The term "business
using a bicycle for comrercial purposes" nmeans a person, firm partner-
ship, joint venture, association, corporation, or other entity that,
either on behalf of itself or others, delivers packages, parcels,
papers, or articles of any type by bicycle. Nothing contained in this
section shall be construed as applying to persons under the age of
si xteen who use a bicycle only to deliver daily newspapers or circul ars.

g. A business using a bicycle for comercial purposes shall be respon-
sible for the conpliance with the provisions of this section [ef] and
the provisions of subdivision five of section twelve hundred forty-two
of the vehicle and traffic law by its bicycle operators.

(1) Violation of any of the provisions of this section by any such
busi ness, or of any of the rules or regul ations that may be promul gated
pursuant hereto, or the provisions of subdivision five of section twelve
hundred forty-two of the vehicle and traffic law by its bicycle oper-
ators shall be a violation triable by a judge of the crimnal court of
the city of New York and upon conviction thereof shall be punishable by
a fine of not less than $100 nor nmore than $250 or inprisonnent for not
nore than 15 days or both such fine and inprisonment.

(2) Any such business that violates any of the provisions of this
section or any of the rules promul gated pursuant hereto, except subdivi-
sion d of this section and any of the rules pronul gated pursuant to such
subdi vi sion, or the provisions of subdivision five of section twelve
hundred forty-two of the vehicle and traffic law by its bicycle opera-
tors shall be subject to a civil penalty of $100. Any such business that
violates a provision of this section or rule promnul gated pursuant hereto
nmore than 30 days after such business has already violated the sane
provision or rule shall be subject to an additional civil penalty of
$250. Any such business that violates subdivision d of this section or
any of the rules pronul gated pursuant hereto shall be subject to a civil
penalty of $100, except that with respect to first tine violations of

such subdi vi sion, the comr ssioner of transportation shall notify such
business of such violation and request that action be taken to correct
such violation in such a manner within 30 days and shall afford such

business an opportunity to contest the commssioner's finding in a
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manner set forth in the rules of the departnment of transportation. G vil
penal ties issued pursuant to this paragraph may be in addition to any
crimnal penalty inposed, and shall be recoverabl e agai nst such busi ness
in an action or proceeding in any court or tribunal of conpetent juris-
diction or the environnental control board.

8 4. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw.



