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STATE OF NEW YORK

217

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

(Prefil ed)
January 8, 2025

Introduced by Sens. HELM NG RHOADS, TEDI SCO -- read tw ce and ordered
printed, and when printed to be comritted to the Cormittee on Higher
Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to certain service |earn-
ing, internship, or independent study prograns

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 355 of the education law is amended by adding a new
subdi vision 22 to read as foll ows:

22. The state university trustees shall adopt regulations to establish
a service learning, internship, or independent study program for
students that serve as active volunteer firefighters and/or active
vol unt eer anbul ance workers. Each state-operated institution and commu-
nity college may, as determned by its president, offer such a service
learning, internship, or independent study programto eligible students
in accordance with the regulations prescribed by the state university
trustees. Such programshall consist of (a) a community service conpo-
nent that nmay be conpleted through no less than twenty hours of verifi-
able volunteer firefighting activities, volunteer anbul ance or energency
response activities, or other activities related to volunteer fire or
anbul ance service as deternmined by the state university trustees, and
(b) an academ c conponent related to such volunteer activity that may be
conpleted through a witten report or journal, or other witten assiagn-
nent as deternmined by the state university trustees. Such program shal
be open to any student enrolled in an associate or baccalaureate
degree-producing program on a full-tine or part-tine basis that is an
active volunteer firefighter as defined in subdivision one of section
two hundred fifteen of the general municipal |aw or an active vol unteer
anbul ance worker as defined in subdivision fourteen of section two
hundred nineteen-k of the general nunicipal |aw No nore than six
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acadenic credits shall be awarded to a student for successful conpletion
of such service learning, internship or independent study program In
devel oping the service learning., internship or independent study program
described in this subdivision, the state university trustees may, in its
discretion, consult wth the office of fire prevention and contro
and/or any statewi de organi zation that represents the interests of the
volunteer fire service or the volunteer anbul ance service.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have beconme a law. Effective imediately, the addition, amendment and/or
repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation of
this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and conpl eted
on or before such effective date.




