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STATE OF NEW YORK

1799

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 13, 2025

I ntroduced by Sen. FERNANDEZ -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Local Government

AN ACT to anend the general municipal law, in relation to runicipal
shooting ranges; and directing the departnent of health to conduct a
study describing the contam nants and other pollutants in the ground
and wat er bodi es adjacent to certain shooting ranges

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The general municipal law is amended by adding a new
section 97-a to read as foll ows:

8 97-a. Miunicipal shooting ranges. 1. All shooting ranges owned or
used by a nunicipality, including shooting ranges used by |aw enforce-
nent for training purposes, shall only be in operation between eight
a.m_ and eight p.m and only operate one weekend per nonth.

2. Such shooting ranges shall be fully enclosed with proper sound
abat enent and any bonbs detonated at such shooting range shall be
performed in a fully enclosed area. Any noi se or noise pollution

resulting fromthe activity on such shooting range shall be in conpli-
ance with any applicable noise control laws or ordinances, or, if the
applicable noise control |laws or ordinances have no legal force and
effect against such owner or user or there are no applicable noise
control laws or ordinances at the tine of the effective date of this
section, then the A wighted sound level of small arns fire on the
shooting range shall not exceed 90 dB(A) for one hour out of a day, or
shall not exceed 80 dB(A) for eight hours out of a day neasured at., or
adjusted to, a distance of one hundred feet outside the real property
boundary of the shooting range.

3. For the purposes of this section:

(a) "Shooting range" shall nean a range equipped with targets for use
with firearns and shall include, but not be linmted to, all rifle,
pistol and shotgun ranges and ranges used for training | aw enforcenent.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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including ranges used for automatic and semiautomatic weapons and the
det onation of bonbs.

(b) "A-weighted sound level" shall nean the sound pressure |level neas-
ured by the use of an instrunment with the netering characteristics and
A-wei ghting frequency response prescribed by sound level neters using
the inpul se response node.

(c) "Sound pressure level" shall nean twenty tines the logarithmto
the base ten of the ratio of the root nmean squared pressure of a sound
to a reference pressure of twenty micropascals. The unit applied to this
neasure shall be the decibel (dB)

(d) "Small arnms" shall nmean projectile firearns of small caliber,
including rifles, pistols and shot guns.

8§ 2. The departnment of health, with the assistance of the departnent
of environmental conservation, shall conduct a study describing the
contam nants and other pollutants in the ground and water bodies that
are adjacent to each shooting range owned or used by a nmunicipality,
i ncl udi ng any shooting ranges used by law enforcenent for training
pur poses. The departnent of health shall deliver a witten report of its
findings to the governor and the |egislature one year after the effec-
tive date of this act. The departnent shall also establish a renediation
plan, if needed, and shall nmake such a plan readily available on the
departnent's website.

§ 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.




