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Introduced by Sens. COVRIE, ADDABBO, CLEARE, FERNANDEZ, JACKSON, MATT-
ERA, MAYER, MJRRAY, PALUMBO, PARKER, RHOADS, TEDI SCO, WEBER -- read
twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be committed to the
Committee on Transportation

AN ACT concerning protections for enployees of the Metro-North Conmuter
Railroad conpany and the Long Island Rail Road conpany, wholly owned
corporations of the Metropolitan Transportation Authority operating as
common carriers engaged in interstate comerce

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "comruter rail enployee rights protection act”.

8 2. The Metro-North Conmmuter Railroad conmpany and the Long |Island
Rail Road conpany and any of their successors and assi gns who operate,
manage, or develop the railroad systemw thin the counties of Suffolk,
Nassau, Queens, Kings, New York, Bronx, Westchester, Rockland, Orange,
U ster, Putnam Dutchess, Sullivan, G eene, Colunbia, Al bany, and Rens-
selaer waive any defense of jurisdictional or substantive sovereign
imunity arising out of any state or federal claimor cause of action
against it or its successors and assigns. In addition, the Metro-North
Conmut er Railroad conpany and the Long Island Rail Road conpany and any
of their successors and assigns who operate, nanage, or devel op any
muni ci pal ly owned and operated commuter railroad operating wthin the
general system of railroading within the state of New York shall be
subject to the provisions of all federal railroad laws, including the
"Rai l way Labor Act" (45 U S.C. s.151 et seq.), the "Federal Enployers
Liability Act" (45 U.S.C. s.51 et seq.), the "Railroad Retirement Act of
1937" (45 U.S.C. s. 231 et seq.), the "Railroad Retirenent Tax Act" (26
US C s. 3201 et seq.), the Federal Railroad Safety Laws (49 U . S. C
s.20101 et seq.), whistleblower Ilaws, discrimnation laws, and the
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"Interstate Conmerce Act" (49 U S. C. s.10501 et seqg). Such waiver shall

be retroactive to any lawsuit currently pending in any state or
court in the state of New York.
8 3. This act shall take effect inmmediately.
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