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STATE OF NEW YORK

1706

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 13, 2025

Introduced by Sen. MAY -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Procurenent and Contracts

AN ACT to anend the state finance law, in relation to requiring al
state agencies and offices to cease purchasing single-use plastic
wat er bottles and provides for the installation of water bottle fill-
ing stations

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative intent. 1. The legislature finds and declares
t hat:

(a) climate change is adversely affecting the people of New York and
poses a threat to public health, the well-being of our conmunities and
fam lies, and our state's econony and infrastructure;

(b) the conmbustion of fossil fuels is a primary cause of greenhouse
gas em ssions that cause climte change;

(c) the production of plastic bottles relies on fossil fuels, and nost
plastic bottles are nade from petrol eum based pol yet hyl ene terephthal ate
inrefineries that run on fossil fuels;

(d) plastic pollution has resulted in harmto comunities in New York;

(e) by some estimates Anmericans throw away about 2.5 mllion plastic
bottl es every hour;

(f) plastic pollution harns wildlife across New York, including in our
ocean ecosystens; and

(g) purchasing single-use plastic water bottles instead of utilizing
I ess harnful alternatives is inconsistent with the best interests of the
peopl e of the state.

2. Therefore, the legislature deternmines it to be in the best interest
of the state to require all state departnents, agencies and offices to
cease purchasing single-use plastic water bottles and to require that
installation of water bottle filling stations on prem ses occupied by
t he departnent, agency or office.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] isoldlawto be omtted
LBD05339-01-5
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§ 2. The state finance |aw is amended by adding a new section 163-e to
read as foll ows:

8 163-e. Prohibition on the purchase of single-use plastic water
bottles. 1. (a) Al state agencies and offices shall cease or reduce
their purchase of single-use plastic water bottles in accordance with
the provisions of this section.

(b) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent the purchase
of single-use plastic water bottles by a state agency or office under
the follow ng circunstances:

(i) when no alternative is available or practicable;

(ii) when necessary to protect the health, safety., and welfare of
residents of the state;

(iii) when conpliance with this section would conflict wth contract
requirenents or |abor agreenents in existence as of the effective date
of this section or agreenents solicited before the effective date of
this section; or

(iv) to prepare for or respond to an energency.

(c) In addition, each state agency and office shall provide for disa-
bility or accessibility related accombpdations in its planning efforts.

2. (a) The commissioner of general services is hereby authorized to
enter into one or nore contracts for the installation of water bottle

filling stations on preni ses occupied by all state agencies and offices,
including the Capitol Building and buildings of the Enpire State Plaza.
Such filling stations nmmy be installed at existing water fountains or
may be installed separately if no water fountain is avail able.

(b) (i) The office of general services shall establish guidelines
concerning the installation of water bottle filling stations as well as
the qualifications required for the installation of water bottle filling
stations by contractors and subcontractors pursuant to section one
hundred sixty-three of this article. Such guidelines shall inplenent a

certification process with m ni nrum standards for contractors and subcon-
tractors to file with the contracting state agency or office upon

conpletion of a project.
(ii) Any state agency or office contract for the installation of water

bottle filling stations shall include provisions requiring contractors
and subcontractors doing work involving the installation of water bottle
filling stations to certify that all work conpleted neets the mninmum

standards established under this section by the office of general
services regarding such installations.

(iii) Any certifications required by this section shall be kept
current for the duration of the contract.

3. No later than one year after the effective date of this section,
all state agencies and offices shall submit to the state procurenent

council and to the New York state climate action council established
pursuant to section 75-0103 of the environnental conservation law, a
summary of :

(a) the steps they have taken to

(i) bhalt the expenditures of state funds for the purchase of single-
use plastic water bottles;

(ii) reduce the sale or re-sale of single-use plastic water bottles on
st at e- owned property; and

(b) the nunber of water bottle filling stations installed on the prem
ises of the state agency or office.

4. All New York quasi-public authorities and boards are encouraged to
adopt their own plans to elimnate their purchasing and sale of single-

use plastic water bottles.
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5. As used in this section, the following terns shall have the follow
ing neani ngs:

(a) "Single-use plastic water bottle" neans a beverage in a seal ed
rigid plastic bottle having a capacity of twenty-one fluid ounces or
| ess.

(b) "State agencies and offices" neans all state departnents, boards.
conm ssions, offices or institutions under the executive, leqgislative
and judicial branches of the state. For the purposes of this section the
term "state agencies and offices" shall exclude the state university of
New York; the city university of New York; and any residential care
center for adults or residential treatnent facility for children and
youth, as such terns are defined by section 1.03 of the nental hyqgiene
law, or any other programor facility certified by the office for people
with devel opnental disabilities.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect one year after it shall have becone a
| aw and shall apply to the purchase of single-use plastic water bottles
on and after such effective date.




