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STATE OF NEW YORK

1450

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 10, 2025

Introduced by Sen. KAVANAGH -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Codes

AN ACT to anmend the penal law, in relation to the unlawful purchase and
sal e of body arnor

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Section 270.21 of the penal l[aw, as anended by chapter 371
of the laws of 2022, is anended to read as foll ows:

§ 270.21 Unl awful purchase of body arnmor in the second degree.

A person is gquilty of the wunlawful purchase of body arnor in the
second degree when, not being engaged or enployed in an eligible profes-
sion, they know ngly purchase or take possession of body arnor, as such
term is defined in subdivision tw of section 270.20 of this article.
This section shall not apply to individuals or entities engaged or
enpl oyed in eligible professions, which shall include police officers as
defined in section 1.20 of the crininal procedure | aw, peace officers as
defined in section 2.10 of the crininal procedure |aw, [persers—h—t+i—

tary—service —inthe state of New York or mtary or other service for
the—United—States-|] and such other professions designated by the depart-
ment of state in accordance with section one hundred forty-four-a of the
executive law. As it relates to knowingly taking possession of body
armor, this section shall not apply to persons in the nilitary service
for the state of New York or military or other service for the United
States who are issued body arnor as a requirenent of such service
"Eligible professions” shall not include nenbers of the unorganized
mlitia as defined pursuant to subdivision two of section tw of the
mlitary | aw.

Unl awf ul purchase of body arnor in the second degree is a class A

m sdeneanor [ ~o—a—drst—eoflense—ando—classEfelonytor—any—subseguent
oftense] .

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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§ 2. The penal law is amended by adding a new section 270.21-a to read
as foll ows:

8§ 270.21-a Unlawful purchase of body arnor in the first degree.

A person is guilty of the unlawful purchase of body arnor in the first
degr ee when:

1. not being engaged or enployed in an eligible profession. they know
ingly purchase or take possession of body arnpr. as such termis defined
in subdivision two of section 270.20 of this article. This section shal
not apply to individuals or entities engaged or enployed in eligible
pr of essi ons, which shall include police officers as defined in section
1.20 of the criminal procedure |aw, peace officers as defined in section
2.10 of the crinnal procedure |law, and such other professions desig-
nated by the departnment of state in accordance with section one hundred
forty-four-a of the executive law. As it relates to knowi ngly taking
possession of body arnpr., this section shall not apply to persons in the
mlitary service for the state of New York or mlitary or other service
for the United States who are issued body arnor as a requirenent of such
service. "Eligible professions" shall not include nenbers of the unor-
ganized nmilitia as defined pursuant to subdivision two of section two of
the mlitary law, and

2. has been convicted of the crine of unlawful purchase of body arnor
in the second degree within the previous ten years.

Unl awf ul purchase of body arnor in the first degree is a class E fel o-
ny.

§ 3. Section 270.22 of the penal |aw, as amended by chapter 371 of the
| aws of 2022, is anended to read as foll ows:

§ 270.22 Unl awful sale of body armor in the second degree.

A person is gquilty of the unlawful sale of body arnmor in the second
degree when they sell, exchange, give or dispose of body arnor, as such
termis defined in subdivision two of section 270.20 of this article, to
an individual whom they know or reasonably should have known is not
engaged or enployed in an eligible profession, as such term is defined
in section 270.21 of this article.

Unlawful sale of body arnmor in the second degree is a class A msde-
meanor [ eor—the—tirsteiiense—and—a—eclass Efelony—teor—any—subseguent
sifense].

8 4. The penal law is anended by adding a new section 270.22-a to read
as foll ows:

8 270.22-a Unlawful sale of body arnpr in the first degree.

A person is quilty of the unlawful sale of body arnor in the first
degree when:

1. they sell, exchange, give or dispose of body arnor, as such termis
defined in subdivision two of section 270.20 of this article, to an
i ndi vi dual whom they know or reasonably should have known is not engaged
or enployed in an eligible profession., as such termis defined in
section 270.21 of this article; and

2. they have been convicted of the crine of unlawful sale of body
arnor in the second degree within the previous ten years.

Unl awful sale of body arnpor in the first degree is a class E fel ony.

8 5. This act shall take effect inmediately.




