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January 9, 2025

Introduced by Sen. SERRANO -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Cultural Affairs, Tourism
Par ks and Recreation

AN ACT to anend the parks, recreation and historic preservation law, in
relation to directing the office of parks, recreation and historic
preservation to pronul gate uni form desi gn standards and nmanage appli -
cations for greenway trails

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 7-a of section 3.09 of the parks, recreation
and historic preservation |aw, as added by chapter 999 of the |aws of
1973, is amended to read as foll ows:

7-a. (a) Promul gate a conprehensive plan for the establishment of a
state-wide trails system For the purposes of this subdivision "trails”
shal | include footpaths, bike ways, snownobile trails, horse trails,
cross country ski trails, roads and other rights-of-way suitable for
hi king, strolling, cycling, horseback riding, skiing and other neans of
motorized and non-notorized travel for recreational purposes and shal
i nclude conbi nations and systens of trails, including connecting and
side trails, and trails leading to scenic and recreational areas. The
comm ssioner, with the approval of the director of the budget, nmay,
within the appropriations made available by the |egislature, purchase
such abandoned railroad rights-of-way as can be used in the conprehen-
sive plan, and nmeke inprovenents where necessary, in order to make them
suitable and available for use as trails.

(b) Promulgate rules and regulations establishing design standards for
greenway trails. Such design standards shall identify best practices
for, including but not limted to, trail design specifications, road
crossing treatnments, and bicycle and pedestrian facilities. Such design
standards shall be used to the greatest extent possible to guide design
for any multiple use bicycle and pedestrian facilities, rail trails,
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canalway trails, or other greenway trails, as shall be determ ned by the
office, which is established or inproved on state land or using state or
federal funding.

(c) Be enpowered to deny new greenway trail applications under the
jurisdiction of the office, for failing to conform with the standards
established under paragraph (a) of this subdivision and state the
reasons for such denial to be enunerated with a witten justification
whi ch shall be posted publicly online.

d Be enpowered to deny applications for the expansion or nodifica-
tion of greenway trails under the jurisdiction of the office, for fail-
ing to conform with the standards established under paragraph (a) of
this subdivision and state the reasons for such denial to be enunerated
with a witten justification which shall be posted publicly online.

(e) Be enpowered to determne that, for any newtrail established
under the jurisdiction of the office or for any expansion or nodifica-
tion of existing trails under the jurisdiction of the office, conformty
to the standards established under this section is inappropriate, for
reasons which shall be enunerated in a witten justification to be post-
ed publicly online

(f) Design standards issued under paragraph (b) of this subdivision or
any approval or denial of applications under paragraphs (c) through (e)
of this subdivision shall not have the effect of requiring any addi-
tional uses or disallow ng any existing uses on any greenway trail.

§ 2. Section 1.03 of the parks, recreation and historic preservation
law i s amended by adding a new subdivision 19 to read as foll ows:

19. "Geenway trail" shall nean a shared-use path, including but not
limted to any trail located on forner railroad rights-of-way, along
utility corridors, or along forner canal towaths, that is separated
fromroadways and vehicle traffic, and includes a minimumtread wi dth of
six feet, arelatively flat, graded surface and/or inproved tread, and
whi ch can be used for non-notorized transportation and recreation.

§ 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day
after it shall have becone a | aw.




