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STATE OF NEW YORK

1278

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 9, 2025

Introduced by Sens. GALLIVAN, MJRRAY -- read twi ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Agriculture

AN ACT to anmend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to liniting
the right of a person who has violated certain animal cruelty statutes
fromworking at an ani mal shelter

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 353-a of the agriculture and narkets |l aw is anended
by adding a new subdivision 4 to read as foll ows:

4. No person who is convicted of a violation of this section shall be
allowed to accept or remain in a position as a dog control officer,
animal control officer, or as a paid enployee or volunteer at the
followi ng types of establishnments: an aninmal shelter, pound, duly incor-
porated humane society, duly incorporated animl protective association
or duly incorporated society for the prevention of cruelty to aninmals,
on and after the effective date of this subdivision. For the purposes
of this subdivision, the term "volunteer" shall not include anyone
required by court order to fulfill a comunity service requirenent in
service at any aninmal shelter, pound, duly incorporated humane society,
duly incorporated animal protective association, or duly incorporated
society for the prevention of cruelty to animals. Any dog control offi-
cer, animal control officer or paid enployee or volunteer found in
violation of this subdivision shall be guilty of a class A nisdeneanor.

8§ 2. Section 353 of the agriculture and narkets |aw, as anended by
chapter 458 of the laws of 1985 and the openi ng paragraph as anended by
chapter 523 of the laws of 2005, is amended to read as foll ows:

§ 353. Overdriving, torturing and injuring animals; failure to provide
proper sustenance. 1. A person who overdrives, overloads, tortures or
cruelly beats or unjustifiably injures, mains, nutilates or kills any
animal, whether wld or tane, and whether belonging to [hissel£] such
person or to another, or deprives any animal of necessary sustenance,

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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food or drink, or neglects or refuses to furnish it such sustenance or
drink, or causes, procures or permits any animal to be overdriven, over-
| oaded, tortured, cruelly beaten, or wunjustifiably injured, mained,
mutilated or Kkilled, or to be deprived of necessary food or drink, or

who wilfully sets on foot, instigates, engages in, or in any way
furthers any act of cruelty to any aninmal, or any act tending to produce
such cruelty, is guilty of a class A nisdeneanor and for purposes of
par agraph (b) of subdivision one of section 160.10 of the crimnal
procedure law, shall be treated as a m sdeneanor defined in the pena
| aw.

2. Not hing herein contained shall be construed to prohibit or inter-
fere with any properly conducted scientific tests, experinents or inves-
tigations, involving the use of living animals, perforned or conducted
in laboratories or institutions, which are approved for these purposes
by the state conmi ssioner of health. The state conmm ssioner of health
shal | prescribe the rul es under which such approvals shall be granted,
i ncluding therein standards regarding the care and treatnent of any such
animals. Such rules shall be published and copi es thereof conspicuously
posted in each such | aboratory or institution. The state comni ssioner of
health or [his] duly authorized representative shall have the power to
i nspect such | aboratories or institutions to insure conpliance with such
rules and standards. Each such approval may be revoked at any tinme for
failure to conply with such rules and in any case the approval shall be
limted to a period not exceeding one year.

3. No person who is convicted of a violation of this section shall be
allowed to accept or remain in a position as a dog control officer,
animal _control officer, or as a paid enployee or volunteer at the
followi ng types of establishnents: an animal shelter. pound. duly incor-
porated humane society, duly incorporated aninal protective association
or duly incorporated society for the prevention of cruelty to aninals,
on and after the effective date of this subdivision. For the purposes
of this subdivision, the term "volunteer"” shall not include anyone
required by court order to fulfill a conmmunity service requirenent in
service at any aninmal shelter, pound, duly incorporated humane society,
duly incorporated animal protective association, or duly incorporated
society for the prevention of cruelty to aninmals. Any dog control offi-
cer, aninmal control officer or paid enployee or volunteer found in
violation of this subdivision shall be guilty of a class A m sdeneanor.

§ 3. Section 351 of the agriculture and markets law i s anmended by
addi ng a new subdivision 7 to read as foll ows:

7. No person who is convicted of a violation of this section shall be
allowed to accept or remain in a position as a dog control officer,
animal control officer, or as a paid enployee or volunteer at the
followi ng types of establishnents: an animal shelter. pound. duly incor-
por ated humane society, duly incorporated aninal protective association
or duly incorporated society for the prevention of cruelty to animals,
on and after the effective date of this subdivision. For the purposes of
this subdivision, the term"volunteer" shall not include anyone required
by court order to fulfill a comrunity service requirenent in service at
any animal shelter, pound, duly incorporated humane society, duly incor-
porated aninmal protective association, or duly incorporated society for
the prevention of cruelty to aninmals. Any dog control officer, aninal
control officer or paid enployee or volunteer found in violation of this
subdi vision shall be guilty of a class A m sdeneanor.

§ 4. Section 355 of the agriculture and rmarkets |aw, as amended by
chapter 458 of the laws of 1985, is amended to read as foll ows:




O©Coo~NoOO~wWNE

S. 1278 3

§ 355. Abandonnent of aninmals. 1. A person being the owner or posses-
sor, or having charge or custody of an animal, who abandons such ani nal,
or leaves it to die in a street, road or public place, or who allows
such animal, if it beconme disabled, tolie in a public street, road or
public place nmre than three hours after [he] such person receives
notice that it is left disabled, is guilty of a m sdeneanor, punishable
by inmprisonnent for not nore than one year, or by a fine of not nore
than one thousand dollars, or by both.

2. No person who is convicted of a violation of this section shall be
allowed to accept or remain in a position as a dog control officer,
animal control officer, or as a paid enployee or volunteer at the
followi ng types of establishnents: an animal shelter. pound. duly incor-
por ated humane society, duly incorporated aninal protective association
or duly incorporated society for the prevention of cruelty to animals,
on and after the effective date of this subdivision. For the purposes of
this subdivision, the term"volunteer" shall not include anyone required
by court order to fulfill a comrunity service requirenent in service at
any animal shelter, pound, duly incorporated humane society, duly incor-
porated animal protective association, or duly incorporated society for
the prevention of cruelty to aninmals. Any dog control officer, aninal
control officer or paid enployee or volunteer found in violation of this
subdi vision shall be guilty of a class A m sdeneanor.

§ 5. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw.




