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STATE OF NEW YORK

10719

| N SENATE

Cct ober 7, 2026

Introduced by Sen. SERRANO -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmtted to the Committee on Rul es

AN ACT to create a tenporary state commission to study and neke recom
mendat i ons concerning the incidence of Legionnaires' Disease caused by
cooling towers in New York city; and providing for the repeal of such
provi si ons upon the expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. A tenporary state comrission is hereby created to study and
make recomendations relating to the incidence of Legionnaires' D sease
caused by cooling towers in the city of New York. The commssion will
pl ace particular enphasis on studying cooling towers to determ ne why
and where they are susceptible to Legionella bacteria growh.

8 2. 1. The conmi ssion shall consist of 11 nenbers to be appointed as
fol | ows:

a. 5 nmenbers shall be appointed by the governor;

b. 2 menbers shall be appointed by the tenporary president of the
senat e;

c. 1 nmenber shall be appointed by the mnority |eader of the senate;

d. 2 nenbers shall be appointed by the speaker of the assenbly; and

e. 1 nmenber shall be appointed by the mnority |eader of the assenbly.

2. The nenbers of the comm ssion shall serve at the pleasure of the
of ficial making the appointnent of such nmenmber. O the 5 nenbers
appoi nted by the governor, 2 shall be fromthe department of health. The
remai ning 9 nmenbers of the comri ssion nmust reside in a city with a popu-
lation of one mllion or nore.

3. Vacancies in the nmenbership of the comm ssion shall be filled in
t he manner provided for original appointnments. Menbership on the comm s-
sion shall not constitute a public office.

4. A chairperson and vice-chairperson of +the commission shall be
elected by a majority of its nenbers, all menbers being present.

5. The menbers of the comm ssion shall receive no conmpensation for
their services, but shall be allowed their actual and necessary expenses
incurred in the performance of their duties pursuant to this act.
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6. Menbers shall be appointed within 60 days of the effective date of
this act. Vacancies shall be filled in the same nmanner as original
appoi ntnments within 30 days of the occurrence of such vacancy.

7. Amjority of the voting nmenbers of the comn ssion shall constitute
a quorum for the transaction of business. The conm ssion shall neet at
| east quarterly and at such other tines as the chair shall determ ne

8. The department of health shall deternmine and provide staff support
to the commssion and shall be responsible for adnmi nistrative coordi -
nation of conm ssion activities.

8 3. The commi ssion may nmeet within and w thout the state, shall hold
at least one public hearing each quarter, and shall have all the powers
of a legislative committee pursuant to the |egislative | aw

8 4. The conmi ssion shall nmake a report of its findings and nake any
reconmendations it nmay deem necessary and appropriate, including recom
nmendat i ons concerni ng design inprovenents and regul atory inprovenments to
cooling tower design that would Iimt the growth of Legionella bacteria,
to the governor, the tenporary president of the senate, the speaker of
the assenbly, and the Conm ssioner of the Departnent of Health no later
than one year after the effective date of this act. The comn ssion shal
be di sbanded one year after delivery of the report.

8 5. This act shall take effect imediately and shall expire and be
repeal ed one year after delivery of the comrission's report as provided
in section four of this act.



