STATE OF NEW YORK

10638

| N SENATE

June 1, 2026

Introduced by Sen. KAVANAGH -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmtted to the Committee on Rul es

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to
enacting the "washing our clothes wi thout polluting our water act"

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "washi ng our clothes w thout polluting our water act”.

8 2. Article 17 of the environnental conservation |aw is amended by
adding a newtitle 23 to read as foll ows:

TITLE 23
WASHI NG MACHI NE M CROFI BER FI LTRATI ON

Section 17-2301. Definitions.

17-2303. Producer plan.

17-2305. Producer responsibilities.

17-2307. Retailer responsibilities.

17-2309. Commercial |laundry service responsibilities.

17-2311. Departnent responsibilities.

17-2313. Washing nachine mcrofiber filtration advisory board.

17-2315. Penalties and enforcenent.

17-2317. Rules and reqgul ations.
8 17-2301. Definitions.

For the purposes of this title, the following terns shall have the
fol l owi ng neani ngs:

1. "Brand" neans a nane, synbol. word, or mark that attributes a wash-
ing nmachine to the owner or |licensee of the brand as the producer.

2. "Consuner" neans a person located in the state who purchases, owns,
| eases, or uses a washing machine, including but not linmted to an indi-
vidual, a business, corporation, linmted partnership, not-for-profit
corporation, the state, a public corporation, public school, school
district, private or parochial school, or board of cooperative educa-
tional services or governnental entity.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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3. (a) "Commercial laundry service" neans: (i) a facility that uses
washi ng machines to provide laundry services to the general public or to
commercial clients, including but not linmted to hotels, hospitals,
restaurants, gyns and retail laundries; or (ii) a facility using four or
nore washing machines to provide laundry services nmintained or operated
in connection with any comrercial institution, including but not |imted
to any hotel, restaurant, gym or hospital.

(b) "Commercial laundry service" does not include the laundry facili-
ties of any residential dwelling intended for use exclusively by the
owners, tenants or occupants of such dwelling or facilities exclusively
offering self-service washing machines for direct use by the genera

public.

4. "laundry" neans clothing, apparel. sheets, towels, linens and other
fabrics that are washed in a washi ng machi ne.

5. "laundry service" nmeans using washing nachines to wash laundry for

a fee, and includes such services when they are provided along wth or
as an incident to the rental of clothing, apparel or other fabrics.

6. "Mcrofiber filtration systenm neans a filter or other feature, or
a series of filters or other features (a) built into a washing nmachine
(b) packaged, sold, and installed with a washing machine; or (c)
installed for one or nbre washing nmachi nes used by a commercial |aundry
service, that renoves fibers and mcrofibers fromwater used across al
washi ng cycl es.

7. "Performance standards" neans a set of standards approved by the
depart nent ursuant to ar agr aphs a) and (b) of subdivision one of
section 17-2311 of this title.

8. "Producer" neans any person who nmanufactures a washing nachine that
is sold, offered for sale, or distributed in the state under the
nmanuf acturer's own nane or brand including:

(a) the owner of a trademark or brand under which a washing nachine is
sold, offered for sale. or distributed in this state. whether or not
such trademark or brand is registered in the state; and

(b) any person who inports a washing nachine into the United States
that is sold or offered for sale in the state and that is nanufactured
by a person who does not have a presence in the United States.

9. "Retailer" neans any person in the business of selling or offering
for sale a washing nachine to a consuner in the state.

10. "Sell" or "sale" neans any transfer for consideration of title or
the right to use, froma manufacturer or retailer to a person, includ-
ing, but not limted to, transactions conducted through retail sales
outlets, catalogs, nail, the telephone, the internet, or any electronic
neans. "Sell" or "sale" does not include donation of washing nachines.

11. "Testing standards" neans a set of standards approved by the

departnent, pursuant to paragraphs (a) and (c) of subdivision one of
section 17-2311 of this title.

12. "Washing machine" or "nmachine" neans a nmachi ne desi gned and used
for washing clothing, apparel. sheets, towels, linens and other fabrics.
8 17-2303. Producer plan.

1. No later than January first, tw thousand thirty-one, a producer
shall submt to the departnent for the departnent's approval a plan to
ensure that sales of its washing machines in this state shall neet the
requirenents of this title.

2. A producer shall submt an updated plan to the departnent for the
departnent's approval

(a) No later than three years after the npst recent date on which the

depart nent approved such producer's plan;
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b any tine the producer intends to change the brands or nodels sold
by the producer in this state, the brands or nodels of nachines sold
with mnmcrofiber filtration systens in the state, or the types of nicro-
fiber systens included with machines sold in the state; or

(c) based on any other criteria pronulgated by the departnent.

3. The plan subnmitted by a producer to the departnent under this
section shall, at a m ni num

(a) provide a list of brands covered by the plan;

(b) describe the nmethods to be used to neet the microfiber filtration
system standard for nmachines sold in this state and which brands and
nodels will include microfiber filtration systens that neet the perform
ance standards;

(c) describe the testing nethods to be used, consistent with the test-

ing standards set by the departnent, and who shall conduct testing on
behal f of the producer:;
(d) describe how the plan wll neet annual requirenents for the

proportion of machines to be sold with mcrofiber filtration systens, as
deternined by the departnment pursuant to subdivision two of section
17-2311 of this title;

(e) describe what, if any, incentives wll be used to encourage
retailer participation in selling washing nachi nes equipped with mnicro-
fiber filtration systens in the state;

(f) describe the outreach and education nethods that will be used to
educate consunmers about the purpose and function of mcrofiber filtra-
tion systens sold with the producer's washi ng machi nes;

(g) describe the sources of data and nethodology for estimating the
percent of all of the producer's machines sold in the state each year
with mcrofiber filtration systens; and

(h) include any other information specified by the departnent.

8§ 17-2305. Producer responsibilities.

1. Beginning January first, two thousand thirty-one, no producer shal

sell, or offer for sale, a washing nmachine to any person in the state

unl ess such producer has subnmitted the producer plan required pursuant
to section 17-2303 of this title. Beginning January first, two thousand

thirty-two, no producer shall sell, or offer for sale, a washing nachine
to any person in the state unless such plan has been approved by the
depart nent.

2. A producer shall maintain records denpnstrating conpliance with the
provisions of this title and nmake them available for audit and
inspection by the departnent for a period of three years. The departnent
shall nmake such records available to the public upon request in accord-
ance with the provisions of the state freedomof information | aw and the
requlations promulgated thereunder. Record holders shall subnit the
records required to conply with the request within sixty working days of
witten notification by the departnent of receipt of the request.

3. A producer shall be responsible for all costs associated with the
inplenentation of the requirenents of this title, including but not
limted to the cost of testing, verifying, and auditing to deternine
that mcrofiber filtration systems sold with a producer's washing
nmachi nes neet the required filtration standard. A producer shall pay
costs incurred by the departnent in the admnistration and enforcenent
of this title. Exclusive of fines and penalties, the departnment shal
only be reinbursed its actual cost of administration and enforcenent.

4. (a) Al new washing machines sold for residential use in the state
with a mcrofiber filtration systemon or after January first, two thou-
sand thirty-two shall bear a conspicuous sticker or other label that is
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visible to the consuner and that includes the follow ng statenent:
"Notice: This washing nachine includes a filtration system to capture
mcrofibers and prevent water pollution." Such statenent shall be
followed by instructions regarding the manner and frequency with which
the consuner should check the systems filters or other features and
di spose of any fibers or microfibers captured.

(b) Al new washi ng nmachines sold for comercial use in the state with
a mcrofiber filtration systemon or after January first., two thousand
thirty-two shall contain the sticker or other |abel described in para-
graph (a) of this subdivision, however such sticker or other |abel nay
be placed in a location that is not visible to users of such comercial
washi ng machi ne

5. Any person who becones a producer on or after January first, two
thousand thirty shall submit a plan to the departnent for approval prior
to selling or offering for sale in the state any machine, and shal
conply with the requirenents of this title.

6. On or before April first, two thousand thirty-three, and annually
thereafter, a producer shall subnit a report to the departnent that
includes, for the previous programyear, a description of the program
and the foll ow ng:

(a) the nunber of washing machines sold in the state under each brand,
the nunber of such nmachines sold with a mcrofiber filtration system
and nunber of each type of microfiber filtration system as identified
in the producer plan;

(b) the total cost of inplenenting requirenents of this title;

(c) sanples of all educational naterials provided to consuners and a
detailed list of efforts undertaken and an evaluation of the nethods
used to dissem nate such materials including recomendations, if any,
for how the educational conponent of the programcan be inproved; and

(d) any other information required by the departnent.

8 17-2307. Retailer responsibilities.

Beginning January first, two thousand thirty-two, no retailer shal
sell or offer for sale a washing machine in the state unless the produc-
er of such washing nachine has submtted a producer plan that has been
approved by the departnent. A retailer shall be in conpliance with this
section if, on the date the washing nachine is offered for sale, the
producer is listed on the departnent's website as inplenenting an
approved plan or if the washing nachine brand is listed on the depart-
nent's website as being covered by an approved plan.

8 17-2309. Commercial |laundry service responsibilities.

On_ or after the first of January, two thousand thirty-two, no commer-
cial laundry service shall operate wthout a mcrofiber filtration
systemfor all washing machines in use. A commercial |laundry service nay
conply with this section by using machines with microfiber filtration
systens built in, by installing external microfiber filtration systens
that serve one or nore nmachines, or by a conbination of internal or
external mcrofiber filtration systens.

17-2311. Departnent responsibilities.

1. (a) (i) By January first, two thousand twenty-nine, the departnent
shall promulgate microfiber filtration system performance standards and
mcrofiber filtration systemtesting standards, for microfiber filtra-
tion systens: (1) built into a washing nachine; (2) packaged. sold, and
installed with a washing nachine; or (3) installed for one or nore wash-
ing nmachi nes used by a conmmercial laundry service.

(ii) Such performance standards under subparagraph (i) of this para-
graph shall be made by the departnent in consultation with the washing
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machine mcrofiber filtration advisory board, and shall be updated no
less frequently than every three years. Such standards may conformwith
standards established by the Anerican National Standards Institute.

(b) The perfornmance standards shall set forth the effectiveness nicro-
fiber filtration systens shall achieve in renpving fibers and mcrofi-
bers that are ten microneters or larger, or a smaller size the depart-
nent deens appropriate, from water used across all washing cycles in
order to conply with the provisions of this title.

(c) The testing standards shall set forth one or npbre testing nethods
the departnment deens effective at determining whether a mcrofiber
filtration system neets the performance standards.

2. The departnent in consultation with the washing nmachine mcrofiber
filtration advisory board shall set annual requirenents for nunber of
nachines to be sold with mcrofiber filtration systens for each year
provided that at a m ni num

(i) ten percent of all of each producer's machines sold in the state
in two thousand thirty-two shall be equipped with microfiber filtration
syst ens;

(ii) fifty-five percent of all of each producer's machines sold in the
state in two thousand thirty-four shall be equipped with nicrofiber
filtration systens; and

(iii) one hundred percent of all of each producer's machines sold in
the state in two thousand thirty-six and in any year thereafter shall be
equipped with mcrofiber filtration systens.

3. The departnment shall maintain a list of producers who have submt-
ted a producer plan that has been approved by the departnent pursuant to
section 17-2303 of this title;

(a) maintain a list of each such producer's brands; and

(b) post such lists on the departnent's website.

4. The departnent shall post on its website each producer plan

approved by the departnent.
5. Wthin ninety days after receipt of a proposed plan or plan anend-

nment, the departnent shall approve or reject the plan or the plan anend-
nent. If the plan or plan anendnent is approved, the departnent shal
notify the producer in witing. If the departnent rejects the plan or
pl an amrendnent., the departnent shall notify the producer or represen-
tative organization in witing stating the reason for rejecting the plan
or plan anendnent. A producer whose plan is rejected shall submt a
revised plan to the departnment within thirty days of receiving a notice
of rejection. If the departnent rejects the subsequent proposal, the
producer or producers at issue shall be out of conpliance and subject to
enf orcenent provi si ons.

6. The departnment shall submit a report regarding the inplenmentation
of this title to the governor and legislature by July first, two thou-
sand twenty-nine and every yvear thereafter through two thousand thirty-
nine. The report shall, at a mninum include:

(a) a description of the perfornmance standards and testing standards

promul gated by the departnent, and any changes in such standards since

the preceding report;
(b) a summary of the nethods included in approved plans by which

producers indicated they intended to neet such performnce standards;

(c) the annual requirenents for nunbers of machines to be sold wth
mcrofiber filtration systens, as determ ned by the departnent., pursuant
to paragraph (d) of subdivision three of section 17-2303 of this title;

(d) after January thirty-first, two thousand thirty-two, the tota
nunber and the nunmber for each brand of washing machines sold in the
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state, the total nunber and the nunber for each brand of nachines sold
with a mcrofiber filtration system and the total nunber and the nunber
for each brand of each type of mcrofiber filtration system

(e) an evaluation of the extent to which each producer is conplying
with the requirenents of this title and a discussion of enforcenent
related to the requirenents of this title;

(f) the total cost of inplenenting requirenents of this title; and

(g) recommendations for any changes to this title.

8 17-2313. Washing machine mcrofiber filtration advisory board.

1. There is hereby established within the departnent the washing
nmachine mcrofiber filtration advisory board to nake recommendations to
the conmissioner regarding inplenentation of the requirenents of this
title.

2. The board shall be conposed of eleven voting nenbers. Such nenbers
shall include:

a) two representatives of washing nmachi ne producers;
b) one representative of washing machine retailers;

(c) two nenbers with expertise in mcrofiber filtration technol ogy who
have not been enployed or otherw se conpensated in the preceding three
years by any washi ng machi ne producer, commercial laundry service, or
retailer subject to the requirenents of this title;

(d) one representative of operators of municipal wastewater systens;

(e) one representative of operators of facilities that use washing
machines to provide |laundry services to commercial clients or to provide
laundry services maintained or operated in connection wth comercial
institutions;

(f) one representative of retail laundry services;

(g) two representatives of statewide or national environnental organ-
izations; and

(h) one representative of a consuner organi zation

3. The nenbers shall be appointed as follows:

(a) two nenbers to be appointed by the tenporary president of the
senat e;

(b) two nenbers to be appointed by the speaker of the assenbly:;

(c) one nenber to be appointed by the nminority | eader of the senate;

(d) one nenber to be appointed by the mnority |eader of the assenbly:;
and

(e) five nenbers to be appointed by the executive.

4. Such appointnents shall be nmnmade no later than the first day of
March following the date on which this title takes effect. The nenbers
shall designate a chair fromanong the nmenbers by majority vote. Board
nenbers shall receive no conpensation but shall be entitled to their
necessary and actual expenses incurred in carrying out their board
duties.

5. The board shall neet at least biannually by call of the chair
8 17-2315. Penalties and enforcenent.

1. Any producer, retailer, or commercial |laundry service that violates
any provision of or fails to performany duty inposed pursuant to this
title shall be liable for a civil penalty not to exceed five hundred
dollars for each violation and an additional penalty of not npre than
five hundred dollars for each day during which such violation continues.
Civil penalties shall be assessed by the departnent after a hearing or
opportunity to be heard pursuant to the provisions of section 71-1709 of
this chapter, or shall be assessed by the court in any action or
proceedi ng pursuant to this section. In addition to any civil penalties,
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any producer, retailer, or comrercial laundry service may by simlar
process be enjoined fromcontinuing such violation.

2. In a city with a population of one mllion or nore, such city
shall, in addition to any authority otherwi se conferred in this chapter,
have concurrent authority to enforce, by an agency or agencies desig-
nated for such purpose by the nmayor of such city, the provisions of
section 17-2309 of this title. Any notice of violation issued by an
agency designated by the mnmmyor of such city charging a violation of
section 17-2309 of this title shall be returnable to the environnental
control board of such city. Such environnental control board shall have
the power to inpose the civil penalties set forth in subdivision one of
this section. Al civil penalties collected for any violation of this
title that have been inposed by the environnental control board of such
city shall be paid into the general fund of such city. Such city shal
share information with the departnent regarding enforcenent, including
notices of violation issued and penalties inposed and collected for
violations in such city.

8§ 17-2317. Rules and reqgul ati ons.

The departnent is authorized to pronulgate any rules and requlations

it deens necessary to inplenent this title.

8 3. Section 71-1701 of the environnental conservation |aw, as amended
by chapter 795 of the laws of 2022, is anended to read as follows:
§ 71-1701. Applicability of this title.

This title shall be applicable to the enforcenent of title 35 of arti-
cle 15; titles 1 through 11 and titles 15 through 19 of article 17;
article 19; and titles 1 and 33 of article 27.

8 4. This act shall take effect inmediately.




