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STATE OF NEW YORK

10599
| N SENATE
May 29, 2026

I ntroduced by Sen. GONZALEZ -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on El ections

AN ACT to anmend the election law, in relation to the inspection of
el ection materials, equi pnent and non-public records

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The election law is anended by adding a new section 17-171
to read as foll ows:

8 17-171. Inspection of election materials, equipnent and non-public
records. 1. If any state, county, or local official or enployee, includ-
ing any election officer or voting nmachine custodian, receives from any
private or governnental entity, individual or official a subpoena,
warrant or other request for or to inspect any of the itens in para-
graphs (a) through (f) of this subdivision, or service of a conplaint or
petition in a legal proceeding seeking such relief, such official or
custodian shall, not later than thirty-six hours after the receipt of
such subpoena, warrant or other request, or service of such conplaint or
petition, provide a copy to the attorney general and the state board of
elections. The attorney general and the state board of elections shal
post notice, on each of such offices' websites, of the nethods by which
an official or custodian may provide such copy to such offices. 1In the
case of the state board of elections receiving such a subpoena, warrant
or other request, or service of such conplaint or petition, the board

shal | imediately provide a copy of such subpoena, warrant or other
request, or conplaint or petition for itens in paragraphs (a) through
(f) of this subdivision, to the attorney general. The obligations of

this section shall apply to the followi ng itens:

(a) voted ballots; official ballots; ballot inages; or envel opes;

(b) ballot drop box as defined in section 8-416 of this chapter;

(c) voting or ballot counting machine or other device wused in the
conduct of any el ection;

(d) any non-public voter infornation as specified by section 3-220 of
this chapter:;
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(e) docunentation of requests for absentee or early vote by mai
ballots that include non-public personally identifiable information; or

(f) non-public personally identifiable information of any el ections
officer as defined by section 1-104 of this chapter.

2. Upon receipt of such subpoena, warrant, or other request, the
attorney general nmay seek prelinnary or pernmanent injunctive, declara-
tory or other appropriate equitable relief in connection wth any
election by bringing a conplaint to a designated court, in which the
attorney general shall set out the subpoena, warrant, or other request.

3. Notwithstanding any other provision of state law, in any action or
proceeding filed in state court venue shall be proper only in one of the
following designated courts in a judicial departnent within which at
|l east one plaintiff is |ocated:

(a) first judicial departnent: New York county;

(b) second judicial departnent: Wstchester county;

(c) third judicial departnent: Al bany county; or

(d) fourth judicial departnent: Erie county.

4. The attorney general shall file a certification attached to the
conplaint indicating that a copy of the conplaint has been sent by
first-class mail or delivered to the state board of elections, and any
other interested party. |f such conplaint is nmde prior to such
election., the judge hearing such case shall proceed expeditiously to
render judgnent on the conplaint and shall cause notice of the hearing.
if any, to be given to the state board of elections.

5. Actions brought pursuant to this section shall be subject to expe-
dited pretrial and trial proceedings and receive an automatic cal endar
preference. Notwi thstanding any other provision of state law, in any
action alleging a violation of this section in which the attorney gener-
al seeks prelimnary relief with respect to an upcomng election, the
court shall grant relief if it determines that the attorney general 1is
nore likely than not to succeed on the nerits. The court may forthwith
order any injunctive or declaratory relief necessary to preserve or
restore the status quo, including, but not limted to, ordering that an
election officer retain custody of any voted or official ballot, ballot
images or envel opes: ballot drop box; voting or ballot counting nachine
or other device used in the conduct of any election; any non-public
voter information; docunentation of requests for absentee or early mai
ballots that include non-public personally identifiable infornmation; or
non-public personally identifiable information of any el ections officer

6. Upon a showing of exigent circunstances, the court nmmy issue an
imedi ate ex parte order granting such relief as the court deens appro-
priate. The court shall forthwith order a hearing to be had upon such
conplaint, upon a day not nore than five or less than three days from
the making of such order, and shall cause notice of not less than three
or nore than five days to be given to any candidate or candi dates whose
election my be affected by the decision upon such hearing, to any
election officer who may be affected by the decision upon such hearing,
to the state board of elections and to any other party or parties whom
the court deens proper parties thereto, of the tine and place for the
hearing upon such conpl aint.

7. If an action has been commenced under this section, voted ballots
shall be subject to the order of the court in which the action is pend-
ing. In no event shall voted ballots or voting or ballot counting

machi nes be taken fromthe custody of election officers or nmachine
cust odi ans..
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8. Any election officer who provides to any third party that has not
been authorized by the state board of elections any voting or ballot

counting machine or any part or appliance thereof shall be guilty of a

class A m sdeneanor and a penalty not exceeding ten thousand doll ars.

9. Not wi t hstanding any other provision of state law, nothing in this
section shall prohibit conpliance with an order enforceable in New York

entered by a court of conpetent jurisdiction.

§ 2. If any provision of this act or its application to any person,
political subdivision, or circunstance is held invalid, the invalidity
shall not affect other provisions or applications of this act which can

be given effect without the invalid provision or application, and to
this end the provisions of this act are severable.
8 3. This act shall take effect immediately.



