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STATE OF NEW YORK

10563
| N SENATE
May 22, 2026

Introduced by Sen. SKOUFIS -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on El ections

AN ACT to anmend the election law, in relation to providing notice
regarding the tineliness of the receipt by the board of elections of
bal | ots capabl e of return by nai

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The election law is anended by adding a new section 7-127
to read as foll ows:

8§ 7-127. Notification to acconpany all early mil, absentee, and
special ballots capable of return by mail. 1. Notwithstanding any other
provision of lawto the contrary, any ballot issued pursuant to this
chapter that is permtted to be returned by mail shall be acconpani ed by
a conspicuous witten notice, in a formprescribed by the state board of

elections, informng the voter of all the nethods by which such ball ot
may be tinely returned under applicable law, including, as applicable,
return by mail, express delivery services, delivery by the voter or

agent to the appropriate board of elections, or appropriate early voting
site or poll site on election day, and deposit in a ballot drop box
established pursuant to section 8-416 of this chapter.

2. Such notice shall advise the voter that, to ensure tinely receipt,
such ballot should be returned to the board of elections as soon as
possible by any approved nethods, and further reconmmend the use of
alternative nethods of return besides donestic nmil services if the
voter will be returning their ballot wthin several days of the
election. The notice shall also include a reninder of the inportance of
seeking a hand cancellation date for any ballot returned by donestic
postal nmmil to ensure the date of mailing can always be determ ned. For
overseas voters, such notice shall advise voters to consult the antic-
ipated delivery tines of their chosen delivery service to ensure ballots
will be returned tinely. Such notice shall include the website and tel e-
phone nunber of the appropriate board of elections for the |ocation and
hours of operation of ballot drop-off locations and information about
other return options. The state board of elections, each county board of
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elections, and the New York city board of elections, shall promnently
publish such notice, or a substantially sinmlar notice, in a conspicuous
location on its official website, and shall also transnmit such notice,
or a substantially simlar notice, to any electronic mail address or
t el ephone nunber maintained by such board with respect to any voter who
has requested an early mail ballot. and post the sane on any officia
social nmedia account nmintained by such board.

3. The state board of elections shall pronulgate any rules and regu-
|l ati ons necessary to inplenment the provisions of this section.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




