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STATE OF NEW YORK

10447
| N SENATE
May 15, 2026

Introduced by Sen. COWVRIE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Energy and Tel ecomuni -
cations

AN ACT to amend the public service law, in relation to ensuring tinely
rulings on notions and petitions in rate and non-rate cases

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The public service law is anmended by addi ng a new section
28 to read as foll ows:

8 28. Pleadings practice. 1. For the purposes of this section, the
following terns shall have the foll owi ng neani ngs:

(a) "Proceeding"” shall nean any formal or informal nmatter, case, rule-
making, rate proceeding, generic proceeding, or any other action of the
conm ssion or the departnment or any conponent of a proceeding that nay
result in decisions by the comni ssion or reconmmendations to the comi s-
sion. Such termshall include evidentiary hearings conducted pursuant to
section sixty-six of this chapter

(b) "Final responsive papers" shall nmean a reply to a pleading., or
surreply if allowed by the presiding adm nistrative |aw judge or judges,
secretary to the commission, or the comrission, that is filed with the
secretary of the conm ssion within the tinmefrane specified in the rules
and requl ations of the departnent, or if no such rule covers the type of
pl eading, reply, or surreply, then the tine shall be thirty days.

(c) "Petition" shall nean a formal, witten application to the conmni s-
sion requesting action on a certain matter including but not limted to
institution of a proceeding on a particular subject, adding a particular
subject to an ongoing proceeding if an admnistrative |aw judge has not
been assigned to preside over such proceeding, interlocutory review, or
seeking rehearing of a conm ssion decision.

(d) "Interlocutory review' neans a pleading to the comr ssion reguest-
ing review of a ruling by adnm nistrative |aw judges or the secretary to
the conm ssion.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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e) "Rehearing" neans a petition asserting the commi ssion conmtted an
error of law or fact or that new circunstances warrant a different
det erm nation

(f) "Mdtion" neans an application nade to the presiding adninistrative
law judge or judges, secretary to the conmission, or the conmmission for
the purpose of obtaining a ruling or order directing sone act to be done
in favor of the applicant.

2. Admnistrative law judge or judges presiding over rate proceedings
shall rule on mnotions wthin fifteen days after submi ssion of fina
responsi ve papers by the parties.

3. Adnministrative |law judge or judges, the secretary to the conms-
sion, or the commission presiding over proceedings other than rate
proceedings shall rule on notions within thirty days after subm ssion of
final responsive papers by the parties.

4. The comm ssion shall rule on requests for interlocutory review of a
ruling by admnistrative law judges or by the secretary to the conm s-
sion within ten days after subnmi ssion of final responsive papers by the
parties.

5. The commi ssion shall rule on requests for rehearing wthin forty-
five days after subnission of final responsive papers by the parties.

6. The commission shall rule on petitions for institution of a
proceeding on a particular subject., or adding a particular subject to an
ongoi ng proceeding., if an admnistrative |aw judge has not been assigned
to preside over such proceeding, within sixty days after subm ssion of
final responsive papers by the parties.

7. 1f none of the adninistrative |aw judges assigned to the proceed-
ing, or the secretary to the commission, rules within the tinefrane set
forth in subdivision two or three of this section, whichever is applica-
ble, then the party making the nption nmay notify the secretary to the
conm ssion in witing. Wthin five days of receiving such notice, the
conm ssion shall, at its discretion, assign another adm nistrative judge
to decide on the notion, direct the original admnistrative |aw judge
or the secretary to the conm ssion, to which the notion is directed to
decide the notion, or decide the notion itself. In any such case, the
ruling shall be made within ten days. Failure to issue a ruling wthin
the applicable tineframe shall constitute constructive granting of the
not i on.

8. The conmmi ssion shall be enpowered to issue rules consistent wth
this section, including identifying the pleadings that shall be submt-
ted by the parties, and when the pleading process is final such as to
trigger the nmandates set forth in subdivisions two, three, four, five
and six of this section.

8 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a law. Effective inmediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and
conpl eted on or before such effective date.




