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STATE OF NEW YORK

10358
| N SENATE
May 15, 2026

Introduced by Sen. RHOADS -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to creating the research
literacy enhancenment program and to amend the state finance law, in
relation to creating the research literacy enhancenent fund

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Title 6 of the education law is anended by adding a new
article 107 to read as foll ows:
ARTICLE 107
RESEARCH LI TERACY ENHANCENMENT ACT
Section 5300. Short title.
5301. Definition.
5302. Research literacy enhancenent program
5303. Research literacy enhancenent fund.
8 5300. Short title. This title shall be known and may be cited as
the "research literacy enhancenent act".
8 5301. Definition. As used inthis title, "program shall nean the
research literacy enhancenent program created pursuant to section five
thousand three hundred two of this article.

8 b5302. Research literacy enhancenent program 1. The conmi SSioner
shall establish within the departnent a research literacy enhancenent
program through which the departnent shall nake grants to acadenic
institutions within the state currently conducting or having an interest
in conducting basic and clinical, social, translational, technol ogical
and behavioral research on literacy.

2. Al research funds shall be awarded on the basis of the research

priorities established for the programand the nerit of the proposed
research, as deternined by an open, conpetitive peer review process that
ensures objectivity, consistency, and high quality. Al investigators,
regardl ess of affiliation, shall have equal access and opportunity to
conpete for program funds.

8 5303. Research literacy enhancenent fund. Al noneys received pursu-
ant to section five thousand three hundred two of this article shall be
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credited to the fund, as established by section ninety-five-I of the
state finance law. The conm ssioner shall use the fund to adm nister the
research literacy enhancenent program and to nmake grants to awardees

pursuant to section five thousand three hundred two of this article.

8 2. The state finance law is anended by adding a new section 95-1 to
read as follows:

8 95-1. Research literacy enhancenent fund. 1. There is hereby estab-
lished in the joint custody of the conmm ssioner of taxation and finance
and the conptroller, a special fund to be known as the "research litera-
cy enhancenent fund".

2. Such fund shall consist of all nonies appropriated for the purpose
of such fund and any grant, gift or bequest nmade to the research liter-
acy enhancenent program as established by article one hundred seven of
title six of the education | aw

3. Moneys of the fund shall be available for grants through the
research |literacy enhancenent program and shall be expended only for
the purposes spelled out in section five thousand three hundred two of
the education | aw.

4. Mneys in the research literacy enhancenent fund shall be kept
separate and shall not be commingled with any other npneys in the custo-
dy of the conmi ssioner of taxation and finance and the conptroller.

5. The noneys of the fund shall be paid out on the audit and warrant
of the conptroller on vouchers certified or approved by the conm ssioner
of education, or by an officer or enployee of the departnent of educa-

tion designated by such conmmi ssi oner
8§ 3. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




