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STATE OF NEW YORK
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| N SENATE

April 30, 2026

Introduced by Sen. WEBER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Comm ttee on Local Government

AN ACT in relation to requiring the refund of excess school taxes
coll ected by school districts |ocated within Rockland County resulting
fromerroneous tax |evy increases

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative Intent. The Ilegislature hereby finds and
declares that taxpayers are entitled to fair and accurate tax |evies
i nposed by school districts. When a school district inposes a tax |evy
i ncrease based upon nmaterially erroneous financial information mscalcu-
lations, or incorrect determinations, and such increase results in the
col l ection of excess taxes, taxpayers should be entitled to refunds of
such excess anobunts. The purpose of this act is to ensure that taxpayers
in school districts located wthin Rockland County are refunded any
excess taxes collected as a result of erroneous tax |evy increases.

8 2. Refund of excess school taxes in Rockland county resulting from
erroneous tax levy increases. 1. This section shall apply to all public
school districts wholly or partially located within Rockland county.

2. For the purposes of this section, "erroneous tax |levy increase"
shall mean any increase in a school district tax levy that is subse-
quently determ ned by the conmm ssioner of education, the state conp-
troller, a court of competent jurisdiction, or other lawful authority to
have been based wupon incorrect financial information, clerical error
mat hermrati cal error, or other substantive miscal cul ation.

3. VWhere an erroneous tax levy increase is determ ned to have resulted
in the collection of excess school taxes for the 2024--2025 school tax
| evy, the school district, in cooperation with the appropriate tax-I|evy-
ing authority, shall:

(a) determne the total ampunt of excess taxes coll ected;

(b) calculate the proportional excess anount paid by each affected
t axpayer; and

(c) issue a refund or tax credit to each affected taxpayer in the
anount of such excess paynent.
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4. Such refund shall be issued either: (a) as a direct paynent to the
taxpayer; or (b) as a credit applied to a subsequent school tax bill.
The manner in which such refund is issued shall be determ ned by the
tax-1levying authority.

5. Refunds or credits required pursuant to this section shall be
i ssued within one hundred eighty days of the final determ nation that an
erroneous tax |levy increase occurred.

6. The conmi ssioner of taxation and finance is authorized to promul-
gate rules and regul ati ons necessary to inplenent the provisions of this
secti on.

7. Nothing in this section shall be construed to linmt or inpair any
other right or renedy otherwi se avail able to taxpayers under |aw.

8§ 3. If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section or part
of this act shall be adjudged by any court of conpetent jurisdiction to
be invalid, such judgnment shall not affect, inmpair, or invalidate the
remai nder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause,
sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section or part thereof directly
involved in the controversy in which such judgnment shall have been
rendered. It is hereby declared to be the intent of the | egislature that
this act would have been enacted even if such invalid provisions had not
been i ncl uded herein.

8 4. This act shall take effect inmediately and shall apply to the
2024--2025 school tax |evy.



