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STATE OF NEW YORK

9676

| N ASSEMBLY

January 21, 2026

Introduced by M of A CASHVAN -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Environnmental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to
authorizing the forest ranger force to establish a training program
for volunteer wild | and search and rescue personne

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 18 of section 9-0105 of the environnental
conservation | aw, as added by chapter 617 of the laws of 1984, is
anended to read as foll ows:

18. a. Establish, operate and mamintain a search and rescue programin
fire towns and fire districts of the state. For the purposes of this
section fire towns shall mean such towns provided for in section 9-1107
of this chapter and fire districts shall be deened to be the fire
protection areas provided for in section 9-1109 of this chapter and
regul ati ons promul gated pursuant to the authority of such sections.
Pursuant to such programthe forest ranger force of the departnment shal
have the authority to organize, direct and execute search operations for
|l ost persons or civilian aircraft and conduct rescue operations for
persons injured or in serious danger of injury in the wild, renpte and
forested areas of fire towns and fire districts of the state; provided
that, where crimnal conduct is suspected or fugitive search is involved
such search or rescue operations shall be conducted under the jurisdic-
tion of the appropriate | aw enforcenent agency. Search and rescue oper-
ations outside of fire towns and fire districts may be conducted by the
forest ranger force upon request of the agency conducting such opera-
tion.

b. Pursuant to such program the forest ranger force of the departnent
shall have the authority to establish, direct and maintain a programfor
the purpose of training and credentialing volunteer, wild |and search
and rescue personnel to assist and respond along with the forest ranger
force to search for lost and missing persons in the wild, renpote and
forested areas of the state.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.
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