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STATE OF NEW YORK

9397

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

Decenber 19, 2025

Introduced by M of AL E. BROM -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Transportation

AN ACT to amend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to the regis-
tration and titling of surplus mlitary vehicles purchased from the
f ederal gover nnent

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative findings and intent. The |Ilegislature hereby
finds and decl ares that:

1. New York residents legally purchase surplus United States Depart-
ment of Defense vehicles through authorized federal surplus property
prograns and auctions, including but not Ilinmted to GovPlanet, GSA
Auctions, and other federal contractors.

2. Such surplus vehicles are routinely acconpani ed by federal docunen-
tation including Standard Form 97 (U. S. Governnment Certificate to Obtain
Title), US. Departnent of Justice titles, or other official federa
transfer docunents used by states throughout the nation to issue |awful
titles and registrations.

3. Under federal disposal rules, "surplus" vehicles differ signif-
icantly from "decommi ssioned" military vehicles. Surplus vehicles do not
contain active offensive or defensive mlitary capabilities and are not
required to be denmilitarized or destroyed.

4. New York residents who purchase such surplus vehicles and subse-
quently install department of transportation-conpliant glass, lighting,
tires, mrrors, and other safety equi pnent--and who pass an official New
York State safety and emi ssions inspection--should not be prohibited
from titling, registering, or operating said vehicles on public high-
ways.

5. The current absence of statutory clarity has resulted in the
departnment of nmotor vehicles refusing to title or register federally
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docurent ed surplus vehicles, causing substantial financial loss to resi-
dents and contradicting federal intent for surplus property utilization.

Therefore, the purpose of this act is to establish a clear, uniform
and | awful pathway for the titling and registration of surplus mlitary
vehicles in New York State once they are nmade road-legal and pass
i nspecti on.

§ 2. The vehicle and traffic law is amended by adding a new section
401-c to read as foll ows:

8 401-c. Reqgistration of surplus military vehicles. 1. For purposes of
this section, "surplus nmlitary vehicle" shall nean a vehicle previously
owed by the United States departnent of defense or any federal agency.
sold or transferred through an authorized federal surplus property
program and acconpani ed by one or nore of the follow ng docunents:

a. Standard Form 97

b. a US. Departnent of Justice title; or

c. any other federal certificate of release or transfer used to obtain
state-issued title.

2. The departnent shall issue a New York state certificate of title
and reqgistration for any surplus mlitary vehicle that neets all of the
follow ng conditions:

a. the applicant presents valid federal surplus transfer docunentation
as defined in subdivision one of this section;

b. the vehicle has been equipped with DOT-conpliant safety gl ass,
lighting, tires, and other equipnent required under New York state |aw

c. the vehicle passes a New York state inspection perforned at an
inspection station licensed under section three hundred three of this
chapter:; and

d. the vehicle does not contain active offensive or defensive nilitary
syst ens.

3. The departnent shall not deny title or registration solely on the
basis that a vehicle was fornmerly used by the United States mlitary or
solely on the basis that it is categorized as "deconm ssioned" by
departnent personnel, provided the vehicle satisfies the requirenents of
subdi vision two of this section.

4. \Wiere necessary, the departnent may conduct a supplenental safety
inspection through the vehicle safety division, but such inspection

shall be perforned within thirty days of the applicant's request. Fail -
ure to conduct such inspection within this period shall result in deened
approval .

5. Registered surplus mlitary vehicles shall be treated as passenger

vehicles or trucks in accordance with their weight class and usage, and
may be lawfully operated on all public highways of this state.

8 3. This act shall take effect inmediately and shall apply to al
applications pending or subnitted on or after such effective date.




