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STATE OF NEW YORK

9364

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

Decenber 19, 2025

Introduced by M of A CASHVMAN -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Governmental Qperations

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to establishing a
r egi onal i mpact assessnment framework and requiring a ten-point
regional inpact test for statewide clinmate, energy, and infrastructure
policies

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and nay be cited as the "regional
equity in policy inplenentation act".

8§ 2. Legislative findings and intent. The Legislature finds that New
York State's diverse regions including the North Country, Capital
Regi on, Mohawk Valley, Central New York, Southern Tier, Wstern New
York, the Hudson Valley, New York City, and Long Island face signif-
icantly different econonic capacities, infrastructure realities, and
readi ness levels for transition to the green econony.

Wil e certain regions of the state possess robust and noderni zed el ec-
trical grids and transportation infrastructure, other areas particularly
rural and wupstate regions--experience aging or unreliable wutility
systens, reduced tax bases, unique geogr aphi c constraints, and
di sproportionate inplenentation costs.

Statewi de nmandates and prograns often assune uniformreadi ness and

capacity across all regions, wunintentionally creating i nequi tabl e
burdens and sl owi ng progress toward statewi de clinmate and sustainability
goal s.

Therefore, it is the intent of the Legislature to ensure that state-

wi de policies recognize these regional differences by establishing a
st andardi zed 10-point regional inpact test to evaluate the feasibility,
cost, and equity inplications of proposed |aws, regul ations, and capital
pr ogr ans.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
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§ 3. The executive law is anended by adding a new section 184 to read
as foll ows:

8 184. Reqgional inpact assessnent framework. 1. For the purposes of
this section, the following terns shall have the foll ow ng neanings:

(a) "policy" shall nean any statewide legislation, regulatory action
program design. or funding mandate involving clinmate, energy, infras-
tructure, econom c devel opnent, or nunicipal obligations.

(b) "test" shall nean the ten-point regional inpact test devel oped
under this section.

2. The division of the budget, in consultation with the departnent of
public service, the departnent of environnental conservation, the New
York state energy research and devel opnent authority, and the enpire
state devel opnent corporation, shall:

(a) develop and maintain a regional inpact assessnent franework appli-
cable to statewi de policies; and

(b) define no less than ten regions of the state.

3. Any policy proposed within the state shall be acconpani ed by:

(a) a ten-point regional inpact test, unless expressly exenpted by
|l aw; and

(b) a publicly available report based on the ten-point regional inpact
test which shall include, but not be limted to:

(i) regional disparities identified and taken into account;

(ii) strategies which support regions with |lower capacity or read-
i ness;

iii) denpnstrations that regions are not disproportionatel bur dened
in cost, conpliance, or infrastructure requirenents;

(iv) any data supporting the regional inpact test's results; and

(v) detailed infornmation on proposed nmitigation strategies.

4. (a) The ten-point regional inpact test shall include ten criteria
whi ch shall be evaluated and scored for each region wthin the state.
Such criteria shall be:

(i) infrastructure readiness, including but not limted to reliability
of t he electrical grid, broadband, transportation systens, and
wat er / wast ewat er capacity.

(ii) econonic capacity, including but not linmted to ability of house-
holds, nmunicipalities, and businesses to absorb conpliance or upgrade
costs.

(iii) workforce availability and skills, including but not limted to
availability of trained workers needed to inplenent the policy or wheth-
er additional workforce devel opnent is required

(iv) technological readiness, including but not limted to availabili-
ty of clean-energy systens, electric vehicle infrastructure, heat punps,
transm ssion capacity, and related technol ogi es.

(v) geographic and climatic conditions, including but not linted to
uni que challenges related to clinate, weather severity, rural distances,
or terrain.

(vi) community and denographic needs, including but not limted to
inmpacts on lowincone comunities, aging populations, and areas wth
limted transportati on access.

(vii) municipal capacity, including but not linmted to availability of
local planning staff, code enforcenent, grant-witing capacity, and
regional adninistrative support.

(viii) cost-benefit distribution, including but not linmted to whether
benefits and burdens are proportionally shared between regions.
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(ix) inplenentation tineline feasibility, including but not limted to
whet her the proposed tineline is practical given a region's infrastruc-
ture and econonic realities.

(x) equity and resiliency outcones, including but not limted to
assessnent _of whether the policy increases resiliency and avoids
di sproportionate inpacts on any region.

(b) FEach region shall receive a rating of "high inpact," "noderate
inmpact,"” or "low no inpact" based on the findings of the test. Were
three or nore regions score "high inpact,"” the policy shall be revised
or include mtigation neasures.

5. Mtigation neasures shall be tailored to the region and the crite-
ria resulting in the "high inpact" rating and shall not include the
policy being inplenented in a manner that disproportionately harns or
del ays progress in regions with lower infrastructure readiness.

6. The division of the budget shall submit an annual report to the
legislature and the governor summarizing statewide trends., regiona
needs, and recomended updates to this section.

8 4. This act shall take effect imediately and shall apply to al
statewi de | egislation, regulatory actions, programdesigns, or funding
mandat es chaptered or adopted on and after January 1, 2027.




